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NEWS 


and NOTES 


THE OVERFLOWING MEAS- 
URE: The Holy Father has temporar- 
ily overwhelmed our hopes of printing 
translations of all his important and 
interesting messages in a given quarter. 
In the second three months of this year 
(the period covered in this issue), Pope 
Pius XII addressed over sixty messages 
to various groups or to the world at 
large. And this includes only those 
which appeared in the Acta or Osserva- 
tore Romano. These messages range in 
length from the booklet-sized encyclical 
on devotion to the Sacred Heart (printed 
in this issue) to several one-page letters 
(just mentioned in this issue). 


* 


IN THIS ISSUE, therefore, we have 
done what we could. In the TPS GuIDE 
(page 211 ff) we have listed all the pub- 
lic messages of note which appeared in 
Osservatore Romano, and have indicated 
their key topics. We have printed many 
of these messages in full and excerpted 
from others. We shall mention still 
others in this section’ of NEws AND 
Notes. We hope to publish some of 
these messages in their entirety in future 
issues. 

* 


ONCE AGAIN we have had to 
forego printing selections from the past 
—our “filler” space has been consigned 
over to the present. And people still ask 
us what we will do if the Pope ever 
“slows down”! If they could only see 


the backlog we have in our files right 
now on Pius XII alone (to say nothing 
of his predecessors), they would quickly 
realize that in any event we have several 
good years ahead of us. So we have no 
fears of running ‘out of material. We’ve 
touched the surface; there are untold 
depths below. 
* 


DR. PAUL DUDLEY WHITE of 
Boston, President Ejisenhower’s heart 
consultant, was received in audience by 
Pope Pius XII with twenty-five other 
noted doctors in May. After his return 
to Washington, Dr. White remarked the 
following about the Pope’s paper on 
heart disease (see page 185): “It was 
one of the best papers on coronary heart 
disease I ever heard.” 


* 


DOUBLE—THIS YEAR! 


We are trying to bring “the Pope 
in English” to twice as many readers 
this year as last. Will you help us? 
If each one of our subscribers got us 
| one new subscription that would be it! 

Send a gift subscription to your 
public library, your parish library, 
your local doctor or dentist’s office, 
or local newspaper. Or send us a 
“gift-in-blank.” We know of scores 
| of people who would love a subscrip- 
| tion. But don’t wait—we want to 


DOUBLE—THIS YEAR. 
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WE HAVE BEEN TAKEN TO 
TASK by Father McCarthy, M.M., the 
Editor of the Maryknoll magazine The 
Field Afar. He says we haven’t gener- 
ated enough publicity—at least he had 
not heard of THE Pore Speaks Maca- 
ZINE until a year after it was a going 
concern. In the course of an address 
before a group of seminarians he had 
bewailed the fact that there was no or- 
ganization to present the messages of the 
Holy Father iri English. Whereupon one 
of the seminarians spoke up about TPS 
and showed him a copy. We are glad to 
hear that the seminarians know about 
us; we regret that we have been remiss 
in announcing the existence of TPS to 
others. Can you help pass the word? Is 
there a priest or a religious who would 
appreciate a gift subscription from you? 


* 
AMONG THE VISITORS of the 


Pope during the second quarter of the 
year were President Sukarno of Indo- 
nesia (see p. 184) and United Nations 
Secretary General Dag Hammarskjold. 
President Sukarno’s visit was carried 
out in accordance with the protocol of 
visits by heads of states. Secretary 
Hammarskjold received the Holy Fath- 
er’s blessing for his peace mission to the 


Holy Land. 


Ex-President Harry Truman was also 
received by the Holy Father. It was the 
first time the two had met. 


* 
THE MEDICAL PROFESSION 


was a frequent object of the Pope’s at- 
tention through this past quarter. Sev- 
eral of his messages to medical audi- 
ences are published in this issue: Cor- 
neal Transplantation and Respect for the 
Dead; Heart Disease and the Whole 
Man; Marriage and Parenthood. But 
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on a number of other occasions also, as 
the following all-too-brief excerpts will 
testify, the Holy Father addressed words 
of wisdom to doctors, nurses, and hos- 


pital staffs. 
* 


THE SUFFERING MEMBERS: 
To the staffs of the hospitals of Rome he 
said, “Why did the Church found hos- 
pitals? . . . Why does the Church seek 
to enter every place of pain? Because, 
as the Mystical Body of Jesus, it sees 
sick people as His suffering members. 
Here then is the ideal which can trans- 
form the life of our hospitals . . .: Treat 
each patient not just as a human being 
nor even as a brother of yours: treat 
everyone as you would treat Jesus.” 


* 


A GROUP OF AMERICAN SUR- 
GEONS were told, “The French have a 
word for hospital and we find it still in 
use in your New Orleans. It is Hotel- 
Dieu. What a beautiful connotation is 
found in that name! . . . Hotel-Dieu! 
The proffered hospitality of God.” Doc- 
tors and nurses, the Holy Father added, 
should always bear in mind that “their 
patient has a task to perform in human 
society and, that done, a rendezvous to 


keep with his God.” 


* 


TECHNICAL AND SCIENTIFIC 
IMPROVEMENTS, the Pope told 
some 300 staff members of a Milan hos- 
pital, are not enough; accompanying 
them must be a concern to preserve and 
increase the human warmth in the rela- 
tionship between the sick and those in 
charge of their care. The mystical but 
true presence of Christ in the sick should 
be the driving force for the entire staff. 
Then, he said, “on entering the hospital, 
the sick would find in addtion to well- 











NEWS AND NOTES 


aired corridors and comfortable beds, a 
serene and peaceful atmosphere.” The 
Pope went on to say that “special care 
must be given to souls and where neces- 
sary they must be healed so that no one 
leaves this earth to meet his Master with- 
out the prescribed wedding garment, 
without sanctifying grace.” 


* 


THOSE AFFLICTED WITH 
LEPROSY once felt on many occasions 
the healing hand of Christ. His Vicar 
on earth, appropriately enough, spoke 
at length (in April) on the problems in- 
volved in their social rehabilitation to- 
day. He analyzed the advances of the 
past two decades, pointed out that Han- 
sen’s disease may no longer be called 
incurable, and exhorted the medical pro- 
fession to continue its endeavor to per- 
fect a cure. 

“Along with the healing of bodies,” 
he continued, “and with the arduous 
problems which are thus created, we 
must face the psychological and social 
difficulties, and especially those which 
issue from the hospitalization of con- 
tagious cases whom the very slow devel- 
opment of the disease keeps from their 
families and occupations for several 
years.” He recalled the heroism of 
those who have worked with lepers in 
the past and prayed that present-day 
Catholics might vie “to bring to their 
brethren who are visited by this trial 
greater serenity and greater interior 
joy.” 

“May the marvelous conquests of 
modern science,” he concluded, “be 
utilized to the full to suppress a plague 
particularly grievous to mankind, but 
let us think with still more solicitude of 
the immortal souls in quest of the truth 
and of the life which does not end.” 
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CULTURE was also a frequent topic 
in the Holy Father’s messages of recent 
months. The Church and culture, the 
need for cultural exchange between na- 
tions, the unity and universality of cul- 
ture, Rome and western culture—one or 
another of these themes recurs in mes- 
sage after message of the past quarter. 
The longest and most comprehensive of 
these was the address of last March to 
the International Union of the Institutes 
of Archaeology, History, and the His- 
tory of Art in Rome. This message ap- 
pears in the present issue on page 157. 

The aim of the International Com- 
mittee for the Unity and Universality of 
Culture to play a more direct role in the 
great work of peace was extolled by the 
Holy Father in an address given to that 
group in May. Factual exchange and 
mutual understanding, he said, “must be 
the basis for any constructive agree- 
ment, true cooperative venture or inter- 
national federation.” The benefits of 
civilization and of culture, he added, 
“do not disappear when subjected to 
wider distribution but, on the contrary, 
grow still richer with the territory over 
which they assume dominion.” 

Cultural exchange between America 
and Italy was the subject of an address 
in English to the American Commission 
for Cultural Exchanges, the body which 
administers the Fulbright program. An 
excerpt from this address will be found 
on page 168. 


* 


SACRAMENT OF UNITY AND 
BOND OF CHARITY was the theme 
of the fifteenth Italian National Eucha- 
ristic Congress held at Lecce this past 
May. In developing this motif in a part 
of his address at the Congress’ conclu- 
sion, Pope Pius said that “at times in 
the past human society may have felt the 
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need of realizing the supreme benefits of 
union and brotherhood; today it senses 
this need profoundly, even tragically.” 
And divisions in the human family are 
sadder still when they separate and 
throw into opposition those who are 
brothers in two ways. For mere human 
brotherhood “is superseded by a higher 
one based on unity of belief, faith 
in the same Redeemer and Lord, Jesus 


Christ. . . . Faith and Eucharistic Com- 
munion are really the bond which God 
has given men to restore the original 
unity of the human race which was shat- 
tered by the first sin.” 

The Holy Father told the participants 
in the Congress that “If you want to 
contribute, insofar: as lies within your 
power to bringing the world and the 
future the precious benefit which you 


(Continued on page 207) 
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ON DEVOTION 
TO THE SACRED HEART 


Encyclical Letter of His Holiness 
Pius XII by Divine Providence Pope 


To the Venerable Brethren, the Patriarchs, Primates, Archbishops, 
Bishops, and other Local Ordinaries in Peace and 
Communion with the Apostolic See 


Haurietis aquas 


O Our Venerable Brethren, 
the Patriarchs, Primates, 
Archbishops and other Local 
Ordinaries in peace and commun- 
ion with the Apostolic See: Health 
and Apostolic Benediction. — 
“You shall draw waters with joy 
out of the Savior’s fountains.” ? 
These words, in which the Prophet 
Isaias in very expressive imagery 
foretold the manifold and rich gifts 
of God which the Christian era was 
to reap, spontaneously come to 
Our mind as We recall the cente- 
nary of the proclamation in which 
Our predecessor of immortal mem- 
ory, Pius IX, gladly granting the 
petition of the Catholic world, 
ordered the celebration of the feast 


May 15, 1956 


of the Sacred Heart throughout the 
whole Church. 


An inestimable gift 


Those heavenly blessings which 
devotion to the Sacred Heart of 
Jesus pours into the souls of the 
faithful, purifying them, refresh- 
ing them with heavenly consolation 
and urging them to acquire all vir- 
tues, are too numerous to be 
counted. Mindful, therefore, of the 
wise words of the Apostle St. 
James—“Every good gift and 
every perfect gift is from above, 
coming down from the Father of 
Lights” "—We rightly see in this 
devotion, which everywhere grows 
more fervent, the inestimable gift 
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which the Incarnate Word, our Di- 
vine Savior, as the sole Mediator of 
grace and truth between the Heav- 
enly Father and the human race, 
gave to the Church, His mystical 
bride, in recent times so that she 
could endure great trials and sur- 
mount difficulties. In virtue of this 
inestimable gift the Church is able 
to manifest her ardent love for her 
Divine Founder and in a fuller 
measure carry out the injunction 
given by Jesus Christ Himself, 
which St. John the Evangelist re- 
cords: “Now on the last, the great 
day of the feast, Jesus stood and 
cried out, saying, ‘If anyone thirst, 
let him come to me and let him 
drink who believes in me. As the 
Scripture says, From within him 
there shall flow rivers of living 
water.’ He said this, however, of 
the Spirit whom they who believed 
in him were to receive.” ® 

It was certainly not hard for 
those who heard Jesus speak these 
words, in which He promised that 
a fountain of “living water” would 
flow from within Him, to recall the 
words of the holy prophets Isaias, 
Ezechiel and Zachary foretelling 
the Messianic Kingdom, and to re- 
call also that rock from which 





THE PoPE SPEAKS 


water miraculously gushed forth 
when Moses struck it.* 


A most excellent act of religion 


Divine love has its origin in the 
Holy Ghost, who is the Personified 
Love of both the Father and the 
Son in the bosom of the August 
Trinity. Most aptly, then, does the 
Apostle of the Gentiles, echoing the 
words of Jesus Christ, attribute 
the infusion of charity in the souls 
of the faithful to this Spirit of 
Love: “The charity of God is 
poured forth in our hearts by the 
Holy Spirit who has been given to 
us” * 

This intimate bond which, ac- 
cording to Sacred Scripture, exists 
between the divine charity that 
must burn in the souls of the faith- 
ful and the Holy Ghost, Who is 
Love itself, clearly shows to all of 
us, venerable brothers, the real 
nature of the devotion which 
should be rendered to the Sacred 
Heart of Jesus Christ. For it is 
perfectly clear that this devotion, 
if we examine its proper nature, is 
a most excellent act of religion, in- 
asmuch as it demands the full and 
absolute determination of surrend- 
ering and consecrating oneself to 





Reported in Osservatore Romano, May 19, 1956. Latin text. Translation is based 
on that released by N.C.W.C. News Service. 

This encyclical, named after its opening words, Haurietis aquas, was written to 
commemorate the centenary of the extension of the feast of the Sacred Heart of 
Jesus to the Universal Church by Pope Pius IX in 1856. It is the third papal en- 
cyclical on devotion to the Sacred Heart. Annum Sacrum was written by Pope Leo 
XIll in 1894 on the occasion of the consecration of the human race to the Heart 
of its Savior. In 1928 Pope Pius XI issued his encyclical letter, Miserentissimus 
Redemptor, on the reparation owed that Heart by mankind. The present letter 
deals with the theological and scriptural bases of the devotion, its development, 
and its precise meaning and place in the life of the Church. 
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the love of the Divine Redeemer 
whose wounded Heart is the living 
sign and symbol of that love. It is 
likewise clear, even to a greater 
degree, that this devotion especi- 
ally indicates that we must repay 
divine love with our own love. 

Indeed it flows from the very 
essence of love that the souls of 
men fully and completely submit 
to the rule of the Supreme Being, 
because the act of our love so de- 
pends upon the divine will that it 
forms, as it were, a certain oneness 
according to the words of Scrip- 
ture, “He who cleaves to the Lord 
is one in spirit with Him.” * 


I 


The Church has always held de- 
votion to the Sacred Heart of Jesus 
in such high regard and continues 
to esteem it so greatly that she 
strives to have this devotion flour- 
ish throughout the world, and to 
promote it in every way among 
Christian peoples. At the same 
time she is vigilant to safeguard it 
with all her strength against the 
charges of what is called natural- 
ism and sentimentalism. In spite of 
this, it is nevertheless a deplorable 
fact that in the past and in our 
own time this most noble devotion 
has not been held in a place of 
honor and esteem among some 
Christians, and at times not even 





*¥e. 12, 3. 
* Jaaz 1, 1%. 
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among those who claim to be ani- 
mated by zeal for the Catholic 
religion and the acquiring of 
sanctity. 


The error of those who contend... 


“If thou didst know the gift of 
God.” 7 Venerable brothers, We, 
who by the hidden designs of God 
have been chosen as guardian and 
dispenser of that sacred treasure 
of faith and piety which the Divine 
Redeemer entrusted to His Church, 
make these words Our own. 
Through them, in keeping with the 
duty of Our office, We admonish 
all those of Our sons who are still 
led by preconceived opinions, and 
go so far at times as to consider 
devotion to the Sacred Heart of 
Jesus (which triumphing, as it 
were, over the errors and neglect 
of men has spread over His whole 
Mystical Body) as less suited—not 
to say detrimental—to the more 
pressing spiritual needs of the 
Church and the human race in our 
times. 


... that this devotion 
is purely optional 

There are some who, because 
they join the very essence of this 
devotion to other forms of piety 
which the Church approves and en- 
courages but does not command, 
put it on an equal footing with 
these other forms of piety and look 


* Jn. 7, 37-39. The Holy Father’s text here and in a few other places differs from 


the Vulgate.—Ed. 


* Cf. Is. 12, 3; Ez. 47, 1-12; Za. 18, 1; Ex. 17, 1-7; Nm. 20, 7-18; I Cor. 10, 4; Ap. 


7, 17% 23; 4: 
® Rom. 5, 5. 
°I Cor. 6, 17. 
* Jn, 4, 10. 
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upon it as some kind of additive 
which each one is free to use ac- 
cording to his own good pleasure. 


. . . that it is useless or irrational 


There are others, again, who as- 
sert that this devotion is burden- 
some and of little or no value, 
particularly for those who are 
serving as soldiers in the Kingdom 
of God, motivated by the idea of 
working, to the utmost of their 
strength, resources and time, to de- 
fend, teach and spread Catholic 
doctrine, to inculcate Christian 
social teaching, and to promote 
those acts of religion and those 
undertakings which they consider 
much more necessary today. Then, 
too, there are those who, far from 
considering this devotion a power- 
ful help for correctly forming and 
restoring Christian morals both in 
the private life of individuals and 
in the family circle, consider it 
rather as a form of piety springing 
from emotions and not from rea- 
soned convictions and more suited, 
therefore, for women, because they 
see in it something unbecoming 
educated men. 


... that it is too passive 


There are still others also, who, 
since they consider that a devotion 
of this sort calls primarily for 
penance, expiation and other vir- 
tues which they call “passive” be- 
cause they are not such as bear 
external fruits, conclude that it is 
unsuitable for nurturing the spirit- 
ual fervor demanded by our times, 
which ought to be directed toward 
visible and strenuous activity, the 
triumph of the Catholic faith and 
the defence of Christian morals; 
indeed, as all know, these morals 


are readily tainted today by the 
fallacious attitudes of those who 
take an identical view of every 
form of religion (because the dis- 
tinction of true and false in 
thought and action has been lost), 
and are pathetically contaminated 
by the principles of what are called 
atheistic materialism and laicism. 


Leo XIII answers these objections 

Venerable brothers, who does 
not see that such opinions are com- 
pletely contrary to the teachings 
which Our predecessors publicly 
proclaimed from this chair of truth 
when they approved the devotion 
to the Sacred Heart of Jesus? Who 
would dare call useless and less 
suitable to our time that piety 
which Our predecessor of immortal 
memory, Leo XIII, declared “a 
most excellent form of religion” 
and in which he had no doubt there 
was to be found a powerful remedy 
to cure those very same evils 
which today, too—beyond doubt in 
an even greater and more violent 
manner—afflict and vex individuals 
and society? “This devotion,” he 
said, “which We recommend to all, 
will be profitable for all.” 

He added these admonitions and 
exhortations which also apply to 
devotion to the Sacred Heart of 
Jesus: “Hence this force of evils, 
which has so long been weighing 
heavily upon us, demands that the 
help of One be sought by whose 
power it can be driven off. Who is 
He, but Jesus Christ, the only be- 
gotten Son of God! ‘For there is 
no other name under heaven given 
to men by which we must be saved.’ 
(Act. 4, 12) We must then flee to 
Him, who is the Way, the Truth 
and the Life.” ® 
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The mind of Pius XI 


Neither did Our immediate pred- 
ecessor of happy memory, Pius 
XI, declare this devotion less ap- 
proved and suited to foster Chris- 
tian piety. In an encyclical letter 
he wrote: “Is not the epitome of 
religion, and consequently the 
norm of the more perfect life, con- 
tained in that form of piety which 
more readily leads souls to ac- 
knowledge Christ the Lord and 
which more effectively inclines 
hearts to love Him more ardently 
and imitate Him more closely?” ° 


Providential growth 
of this devotion 


This truth is as evident and clear 
to Us as it was to Our predeces- 
sors. When We became Pope and 
saw with pleasure that devotion to 
the Sacred Heart of Jesus had 
providentially increased among 
Christian peoples and was march- 
ing in triumph, so to speak, We 
were filled with joy at the graces 
which flowed to the Church from 
this devotion. We were pleased to 
note this in Our very first en- 
cyclical.’ 


A new fervor 

Through the years of Our pon- 
tificate, filled not only with cares 
and anxieties but also with ineff- 
able consolations, these blessings 
have not been diminished in num- 
ber, power or splendor, but have 
rather been multiplied. Various 





movements have  providentially 
started which are conducive to the 
adding of new fervor to this devo- 
tion and most aptly suited to the 
needs of our times. We mean or- 
ganizations to promote culture, re- 
ligion and charity, published arti- 
cles which explain the historical, 
the ascetical or the mystical as- 
pects which have bearing on this 
topic, and pious works of expiation. 

We mention especially the proofs 
of deepest piety given by the 
Apostleship of Prayer, under 
whose auspices and care homes, 
colleges, institutions and at times 
whole nations were consecrated to 
the most Sacred Heart of Jesus. 
Not infrequently by letter, public 
addresses, and even by radio We 
have extended Our paternal con- 
gratulations to these undertak- 
ings.*4 


“To Him be glory” 


Consequently, as We behold the 
rich abundance of salutary waters, 
that is, of heavenly gifts of divine 
love, flowing from the Sacred 
Heart of our Redeemer and per- 
meating countless children of the 
Catholic Church (under the in- 
spiration and operation of the Holy 
Ghost), We cannot refrain, vener- 
able brothers, from exhorting you 
paternally to join Us in giving 
glory and thanks to God, the Giver 
of all good gifts. We join Our sen- 
timents with those of the Apostle 
of the Gentiles: ‘““Now, to him who 


*Enc. Annum Sacrum, May 25, 1899: Acta Leonis, Vol. 19, 1900, pp. 71, 77-78. 
*Enc. Miserentissimus Redemptor, May 8, 1928: Acta Apostolicae Sedis, 20, 1928 


p. 167. 


* Cfr. Encyclical Summi Pontificatus, October 20, 1939: Acta Apostolicae Sedis 31, 


1939, p. 415. 


* Cfr, Acta Apostolicae Sedis 32, 1940, p. 276; 35, 1948, p. 470; 37, 1945, pp. 263- 


264; 40, 1948, p. 501; 41, 1949, p. 331. 
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is able to accomplish all things in 
a measure far beyond what we ask 
or conceive, in keeping with the 
power that is at work in us—to 
him be glory in the Church and in 
Christ Jesus down through all the 
ages of time without end. Amen.” ?” 


Solid foundations of the devotion 


But after We have duly thanked 
the Eternal God, We wish through 
this encyclical to urge you, and all 
Our dearly beloved children of the 
Church, to study diligently the 
teachings of Scripture, the Fathers 
and theologians—the solid founda- 
tions on which devotion to the 
Sacred Heart of Jesus rests. 

For We are firmly convinced 
that only when we have thoroughly 
investigated the basic and pro- 
found nature of this devotion in 
the light of divinely revealed 
truth, only then, do We say, can 
we rightly and fully appreciate its 
incomparable excellence and its in- 
exhaustible store of heavenly gifts. 
Only after piously meditating on 
the countless blessings flowing 
from this devotion can we worth- 
ily commemorate the first centen- 
ary of the celebration of the feast 
of the most Sacred Heart of Jesus 
throughout the Universal Church. 


A salutary teaching 


To give to the minds of the faith- 
ful a salutary teaching by virtue 
of which they can more easily and 
fully understand the true nature 
of this devotion and reap its abun- 
dant fruits, We shall explain those 
passages of the Old and New Tes- 
taments in which God’s infinite love 
for mankind is revealed and set be- 





® Eph. 3, 20-21. 
8 Tg, 12, 3. 
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fore us. We can, of course, never 
really study that love sufficiently. 
We shall then touch upon the chief 
points of the teaching of the Fath- 
ers and Doctors of the Church. 

Finally it will be Our concern to 
show in its true light the close con- 
nection that exists between the 
kind of devotion to be shown to the 
heart of the Divine Redeemer and 
the veneration due to His love and 
the love of the August Trinity for 
all men. For We think that only 
if the principal reasons for this 
noble form of piety and the founda- 
tions on which it rests are set forth 
in the light of Scripture and the 
teaching handed down in the 
Church, can the faithful quite 
readily “draw waters with joy out 
of the Savior’s fountains.” ** 

To draw this water means to 
realize more fully the special im- 
portance which devotion to the 
Sacred Heart of Jesus has in the 
liturgy of the Church and in her 
internal and external life and ac- 
tivity, and so to be able to gather 
those spiritual fruits through 
which individuals can profitably 
renew their way of life, as the 
shepherds of the flock of Christ 
desire. 


The Church adores .. . 


That all may be able to under- 
stand more correctly the doctrine 
which the passages to be cited 
from the Old and New Testament 
proclaim in regard to this devotion, 
they must above all clearly under- 
stand the reason why the Church 
adores [cultum latriae tribuit] the 
Heart of the Divine Redeemer. 
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. . . the Sacred Heart united 
to the Divine Person 


Now it is perfectly clear to you, 
venerable brothers, that the rea- 
son for this is twofold. The first 
reason, which also applies to the 
other sacred members of the body 
of Jesus Christ, rests on the teach- 
ing by which we know that His 
Heart, as the noblest part of 
human nature, is hypostatically 
united to the Person of the Divine 
Word and must therefore be adored 
in the same way in which the 
Church adores the Person of the 
Incarnate Son of God. We are 
dealing with an article of Catholic 
faith since this point was already 
solemnly defined in the general 
Council of Ephesus and the second 
Council of Constantinople.* 


. . . the Sacred Heart: sign 
and symbol of love 

The second reason, which refers 
specifically to the Heart of the Di- 
vine Redeemer and in a special 
manner demands that adoration 
[cultum latriae] be given it, stems 
from the fact that His Heart, more 
than all the other members of His 
body, is the natural sign and sym- 
bol of His boundless love for the 
human race. Our Predecessor of 
immortal memory, Leo XIII, re- 
marked: “In the Sacred Heart 
there is the symbol and the express 
image of the infinite love of Jesus 
Christ which moves us to love in 
return.” 1° 


God’s love imaged in Scripture 
It is true that Scripture never 
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makes express mention of a special 
devotion of veneration and love 
which is to be paid to the physical 
heart of the Incarnate Word as the 
symbol of His most ardent love. 
Even though we must openly ad- 
mit this, it cannot surprise us nor 
in any way lead us to doubt that 
the divine love for us, which is the 
principal reason for this devotion, 
is proclaimed and inculcated both 
in the Old and New Testaments in 
such vivid images as to greatly stir 
men’s souls. And since these im- 
ages were presented in the pas- 
sages of Scripture which an- 
nounced the coming of the Son of 
God made man, they can therefore 
be regarded as a presage of that 
most excellent sign and symbol of 
divine love, that is, the most Sacred 
and Adorable Heart of the Divine 
Redeemer. 


Love: seal of the old law 


For Our present purpose We do 
not consider it necessary to cite 
many passages from the books of 
the Old Testament, which contain 
truths revealed by God long ago. 
We deem it sufficient to recall the 
covenant which was made between 
God and the Jewish people and was 
ratified with peace offerings. 

Moses wrote its principal laws 
on two tables of stone and the 
prophets expounded them.** The 
covenant was sealed not only by 
the bonds of God’s supreme do- 
minion and the obedience which 
men owe Him, but was also 
strengthened and sustained by 
higher considerations of love. 


~ 4 Council of Ephesus, Can. 8; cfr. Mansi, Sacrorum Conciliorum Ampliss. Collectio, 
4, 1083 C; Second Council of Constantinople, can. 9; cfr. Ibid. 9, 382 E. 
* Cfr. Encl. Annum Sacrum: Acta Leonis, vol. 19, 1900, p. 76. 


* Cfr. Ex. 34, 27-28, 
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Israel’s loving fear 


For to the people of Israel the 
weightiest reason for obeying God 
was not the fear of divine ven- 
geance, which the thunder and 
lightning flashing from the peak 
of Mt. Sinai struck into their souls, 
but rather the love which they 
owed God. “Hear, O Israel! The 
Lord is our God, the Lord alone! 
Therefore, you shall love the Lord, 
your God, with all your heart, and 
with all your soul, and with all 
your strength. Take to heart these 
words which I enjoin on you 
today.” 2” 


Moses and the prophets 


We are not surprised, then, if 
Moses and the prophets, whom the 
Angelic Doctor rightly calls the 
“elders” of the chosen people,'® 
because they knew that the founda- 
tion of the entire law was placed 
on this precept of love, described 
the dealings between God and His 
people in terms of the mutual love 
of a father and his children or of 
a husband and his wife, rather 
than in stern terms of God’s su- 
preme dominion or of our own sub- 
jection in fear. 

Therefore, to cite a few ex- 
amples, Moses himself, when he 
sang his famous canticle because 
of the liberation of his people from 
the bondage of Egypt and wanted 
to declare that it had been accom- 
plished by the power of God, used 
these touching expressions and 
comparisons: “As an eagle incites 
its nestlings forth by hovering over 





* Dt. 6, 4-6. 

* Summa Theologica, II-II, q. 2, a. 7: ed 
* Pe, 82, 11. 

” Os. 11, 1, 3-4; 14, 5-6. 
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its brood, so he (God) spread his 
wings to receive them and bore 
them up on his pinions.” *® 


Osee: God is a loving Father 


Of the prophets none perhaps 
more than Osee expresses and ex- 
plains so clearly and forcefully the 
love which God always showed His 
people. In the writings of this 
prophet, who is outstanding among 
the rest of the minor prophets for 
the austere grandeur of his diction, 
God manifests a holy and solicitous 
love for His chosen people, a love 
like that of a loving and merciful 
father or that of a husband whose 
honor is offended. 

The sort of love in question here 
is so far from diminishing or 
ceasing on account of the perfidy 
of traitors or enormous crimes, 
that it will rather justly punish of- 
fenses, not indeed to repudiate and 
dismiss the estranged and faithless 
wife and ungrateful children, but 
to make amends and purify and 
reunite them in renewed and 
strengthened bonds of love. “Be- 
cause Israel was a child, and I 
loved him; and I called my son out 
of Egypt .... And I was like a 
foster father to Ephraim, I carried 
them in my arms; and they knew 
not that I healed them. I will draw 
them with the cords of Adam, with 
the bands of love. . . . I will heal 
their breaches, I will love them 
freely, for my wrath is turned 
away from them. I will be as the 
dew, Israel shall spring as the lily, 
and his root shall shoot forth as 
that of Libanus.” ”° 


. Leon. tom. 8, 1895, p. 34. 
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. and the Canticle 


The prophet Isaias expresses 
similar sentiments when he repre- 
sents God Himself and His chosen 
people expressing, as it were, oppo- 
site views in a conversation: “And 
Sion said: The Lord hath forsaken 
me, and the Lord hath forgotten 
me. Can a woman forget her in- 
fant, so as not to have pity on the 
son of her womb? And if she 
should forget, yet will not I forget 
thee.” 2 

No less touching are the words 
which the author of the Canticle of 
Canticles uses when he graphi- 
cally describes in terms of conjugal 
love the bonds of mutual charity 
which join God and His chosen peo- 
ple. “As the lily among thorns, so 
is my love among the daughters. 
...I1 to my beloved, and my be- 
loved to me, who feedeth among the 
lilies .... Put me as a seal upon 
thy heart, as a seal upon thy arm, 
for love is strong as death, jealousy 
as hard as hell: the lamps thereof 


Isaias . . 


are fire and flames.” 2? 


Harbinger of the Savior’s love 


This most tender, indulgent, and 
patient love of God, which dis- 
claimed the Jewish people as they 
added crime upon crime but never 
completely repudiated them, seems 
ardent and sublime. But it was only 
a harbinger of that most ardent 
love which the Redeemer who had 
been promised to mankind was to 
unfold from His most loving Heart. 
This love was to be the exemplar 
of our love, the foundation of the 





1 Is, 49, 14-15. 

* Ct. 2, 2; 6, 2; 8, 6. 

* Jai 1,, 14. 

* Jer. 31, 8, 31, 33-34. 


new covenant. However, only He 
who is the Only-Begotten of the 
Father and the Word made flesh 
“full of grace and of truth,” * 
when He came among men weighed 
down with countless sins and 
miseries, could in His human na- 
ture, hypostatically united with the 
Divine Person, open for mankind 
“a fountain of living water” to 
irrigate the parched earth and 
transform it into a blooming fruit- 
ful garden. 


Jeremias’ prophecy 


It seems that the prophet Jere- 
mias in a way foretold that this 
marvelous transformation would 
be accomplished through God’s 
most merciful and eternal love, in 
these words: “I have loved thee 
with an everlasting love, therefore 
have I drawn thee, taking pity 
. . . . Behold the days shall come, 
saith the Lord, and I will make a 
new covenant with the house of 
Israel, and with the house of Juda 
.... This shall be the covenant that 
I will make with the house of 
Israel, after those days, saith the 
Lord: I will give my law in their 
bowels, and I will write it in their 
heart, and I will be their God, and 
they shall be my people ... for I 
will forgive their iniquity, and I 
will remember their sin no more.”’4 


Il 


However, only from the Gospels 
do we get clear and full knowledge 
of the new covenant between God 
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and man. The covenant which 
Moses made between the people of 
Israel and God was merely the 
symbol and token which the pro- 
phet Jeremias foretold. The real 
new covenant, We say, is that 
which was established and accom- 
plished by the Incarnate Word and 
divine grace reconciling us with 
God. This covenant must therefore 
be considered incomparably nobler 
and more lasting because it was 
ratified, not by the blood of goats 
and heifers, as was the first, but 
by His Most Holy Blood, which the 
peace offerings — irrational ani- 
mals—foreshadowed as “the lamb 
of God, who takes away the sin of 
the world.” * 


Ratified in friendship 


The Christian covenant, much 
more than the old covenant, clearly 
shows that it was not based on sub- 
mission and fear, but ratified in 
terms of that friendship that must 
exist between a father and his sons, 
and sustained and strengthened 
by a more lavish participation in 
divine grace and truth, according 
to the words of St. John the 
Evangelist: “And of his fullness 
we have all received, grace for 
grace. For the Law was given 
through Moses; grace and truth 
came through Jesus Christ.” *¢ 

Since we are led then to the very 
mystery of the infinite love of the 
Incarnate Word by these words of 
that disciple “whom Jesus loved, 
the one who, at the supper, had 





* Jn. 1, 29; Hebr. 9, 18-28; 10, 1-17. 
* Jn. 1, 16-17. 

* Jn. 21, 20. 

* Eph. 3, 17-19. 

* Summa Theologica III, q. 48, a. 2: ed. Leon. tom. 11, 19038, p. 464. 
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leaned back upon his breast,” *’ it 
seems meet and just, right and 
availing unto salvation, venerable 
brothers, to linger awhile in the 
sweetest contemplation of that 
mystery, so that, enlightened by 
the light which shines from the 
Gospel and sheds light on this mys- 
tery, We too may understand and 
realize the desire expressed by the 
Apostle of the Gentiles in his letter 
to the Ephesians: “To have Christ 
dwelling through faith in your 
hearts: so that, being rooted and 
grounded in love, you may be able 
to comprehend with all the saints 
what is the breadth and length and 
height and depth, and to know 
Christ’s love which surpasses 
knowledge, in order that you may 
be filled unto all the fullness of 
God.” 78 


The Redemption: mystery of love 


The mystery of the divine Re- 
demption is first and foremost a 
mystery of love, that is, of the true 
love of Christ for His Heavenly 
Father, to whom the sacrifice of- 
fered on the Cross in loving obedi- 
ence renders most abundant and 
infinite satisfactions for the sins 
of mankind. “By suffering out of 
love and obedience, Christ gave 
more to God than was required to 
compensate for the offense of the 
whole human race.” ”° It is, more- 
over, a mystery of the merciful 
love of the August Trinity and the 
Divine Redeemer for all mankind. 
Since men could not possibly make 

















SACRED HEART 


adequate expiation for their sins,*° 
Christ through the unfathomable 
riches of the merits which He ac- 
quired for us by shedding His prec- 
ious blood, was able to restore and 
perfect the bond of friendship be- 
tween God and men which had been 
severed first in paradise by the piti- 
ful fall of Adam, and later by the 
countless sins of the chosen people. 


God’s justice and mercy 


Therefore the Divine Redeemer, 
as our duly constituted and perfect 
Mediator, because He made perfect 
satisfaction to divine justice for 
all the debts and obligations of the 
human race out of His most ardent 
love for us, effected the marvelous 
reconciliation between divine jus- 
tice and divine mercy which con- 
stitutes the unsurpassed mystery 
of our salvation. 

Concerning this mystery, 
Angelic Doctor wisely says: 

“That man should be delivered 
by Christ’s Passion was in keeping 
with both His mercy and His jus- 
tice. With His justice, because by 
His passion Christ made satisfac- 
tion for the sin of the human race; 
and so man was set free by Christ’s 
justice: and with His mercy, for 
since man of himself could not 
satisfy for the sin of all human 
nature God gave him His Son to 
satisfy for him. 

“And this came of a more copi- 
ous mercy than if He had forgiven 
sins without satisfaction. Hence 
St. Paul says: ‘God, Who is rich in 


the 
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mercy, by reason of His very great 
love wherewith He has loved us, 
when we were dead by reason 
of our sins, brought us to life to- 
gether with Christ.’ ” * 


Divine and human love of Christ 

However, that we may be able 
so far as it is possible for mortal 
man “to comprehend with all the 
saints what is the breadth and 
length and height and depth” * of 
the sacred love of the Incarnate 
Word for His Heavenly Father 
and for men defiled by sin, we 
must understand that His love was 
not solely the spiritual love which 
is proper to God because “God is 
Spirit.” ** To be sure, the love 
with which God loved our first par- 
ents and the Hebrew people was of 
this spiritual nature. The expres- 
sions of love, so human, intimate 
and paternal which we read in the 
Psalms, in the writings of the 
prophets and in the Canticle of 
Canticles, are indications and man- 
ifestations of the most genuine but 
entirely spiritual love with which 
God loved the human race. On the 
contrary, the love spoken of in the 
Gospel, the letters of the apostles 
and the pages of the Apocalypse— 
all of which describe the love of the 
heart of Jesus Christ—express not 
only divine love but also human 
sentiments of love. 


Perfect God and perfect Man 


This point is quite clear to all 
who are Catholics. For the Word 
of God assumed not a fictitious and 


” Cfr, Encyclical Miserentissimus Redemptor: Acta Apostolicae Sedis 20, 1928, 


* Eph. 2,4; Summa Theologica III, q. 48, a. 1 ad 3: ed, Leon. tom. 11, 1903, p. 436. 


* Eph, 3, 18. 
8 Jn. 4, 24, 
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empty body, as was asserted in 
the first century of the Christian 
era by some heretics who were 
condemned by St. John the Apostle 
in most severe terms: “For many 
deceivers have gone forth into the 
world, who do not confess Jesus as 
the Christ coming in the flesh. 
This is the deceiver and the Anti- 
christ.” ** But the Word actually 
united to His Divine Person an in- 
dividual, integral and perfect hu- 
man nature which was conceived 
by the power of the Holy Ghost in 
the most pure womb of the Virgin 
Mary.* Nothing, therefore, was 
lacking in the human nature which 
the Word of God joined to Himself. 
Indeed He assumed a human na- 
ture in no way diminished or 
changed in its spiritual and bodily 
capacities, that is, a nature en- 
dowed with intelligence and will 
and the other internal and external 
faculties of perception, with sense 
appetities and all the natural 
impulses. 

The Catholic Church teaches all 
these doctrines as solemnly pro- 
claimed and confirmed by the 
Roman Pontiffs and general coun- 
cils: “Whole and entire in what 
is His own, whole and entire in 
what is ours;’ * “perfect in His 
Godhead and likewise perfect in 
His humanity;” ** “complete God 
is man, complete man is God.” * 





*2 Jn. 7. 
* Cfr. Lk. 1, 35. 


The threefold love of Christ 


Therefore, there can be no doubt 
that Jesus Christ took a real body 
having all the affections which are 
proper to it, among which love cer- 
tainly holds the first place. Like- 
wise, therefore, there can be no 
doubt that He had a physical heart 
like ours, since without this most 
excellent organ human life, and 
certainly where affections are con- 
cerned, is impossible. Wherefore, 
the heart of Jesus Christ, hypo- 
statically united to the Divine 
Person of the Word, beyond doubt 
throbbed with love and the rest 
of the impulses of the affections 
which, however, were in such per- 
fect accord and harmony with His 
human will filled with divine love 
and with the infinite love itself 
which the Son shares with the 
Father and the Holy Ghost that 
there never was any contradiction 
or conflict between these three 
loves.*° 

The Word of God took upon Him- 
self a real and perfect human na- 
ture and formed and fashioned for 
Himself a heart of flesh, which like 
ours could suffer and be pierced. 
And yet, unless this teaching be 
considered not only in the light 
which is shed by the hypostatic 
and substantial union, but also in 
that of the redemption of mankind 
—its complement, as it were—it 
can be a stumbling block and fool- 


* St. Leo the Great, Epist. Dogm. “Lectis dilectionis tuae” ad Flavianum Const. 


Patr. 13 June, a, 449; cfr. P.L. LIV, 768. 


* Council of Chalcedon, a. 451; cfr. Mansi, op cit. 7, 115 B. 

* Pope St. Gelasius, Tract, 3: “Necessarium” Of the Two Natures in Christ, cfr. 
A. Thiel, Letters of the Roman Pontiffs from St. Hilary to Pelagius II, p. 582. 

* Cfr. St. Thomas, Summa Theologica III, q. 15, a. 4; q. 18, a. 6: ed. Leon. tom. 11, 


1903, p. 189 and 287. 
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ishness to some, as Christ nailed to 
the cross actually was to the Jews 
and Gentiles.“ 

The authoritative teaching of the 
Catholic faith, in complete agree- 
ment with Holy Scripture, assures 
us that a human nature capable of 
suffering and dying was assumed 
by the only begotten Son of God 
precisely because He wished to offer 
the bloody sacrifice on the cross in 
order to accomplish the task of 
man’s redemption. 


“Tike unto his brethren” 


The Apostle of the Gentiles 
teaches this doctrine under another 
aspect in these words: “For both he 
who sanctifies and they who are 
sanctified are all from one. For 
which cause he is not ashamed to 
call them brethren, saying, ‘I will 
declare thy name to my brethren’ 
.... And again, ‘Behold, I and my 
children, whom God has given me.’ 
Therefore, because children have 
blood and flesh in common, so he 
in like manner has shared in these 
.... Wherefore it was right that 
he should in all things be nrade like 
unto his brethren, that he might 
become a merciful and faithful 
high priest before God to expiate 
the sins of the people. For in that 
he himself has suffered and has 
been tempted, he is able to help 
those who are tempted.” * 


Witness of the Fathers 


The Fathers of the Church, 
truthful witnesses of divinely re- 
vealed doctrine, understood most 
definitely what the Apostle Paul 


“ Cfr. I Cor. 1, 23. 

“ Heb, 2, 11-14; 17-18. 

* Apol. 2,18: P.G. VI, 465. 

* Fpist. 261, 3: P.G. XXXII, 972. 
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had quite clearly stated: that the 
mysteries of the Incarnation and 
Redemption were the beginning 
and culmination of divine love. 
Frequently, and in clear words, we 
read in their writings that Jesus 
Christ assumed perfect human na- 
ture and our mortal and perish- 
able body, to provide for our 
eternal salvation and to show us 
His infinite, even sensible, love. 


The Greek Fathers 


Echoing the words of the 
Apostle of the Gentiles, St. Justin 
writes “We adore and love the 
Word born of the unbegotten and 
ineffable God since He became Man 
for our sake, so that having become 
partaker of our sufferings He 
might provide a remedy for 
them.” *? St. Basil, first of the three 
Cappadocian Fathers, teaches that 
the affections of the senses in 
Christ were at one and the same 
time real and holy. “It is clear that 
the Lord did indeed assume natural 
affections as a proof of His real and 
not imaginary Incarnation and that 
He rejected as unworthy of the 
Godhead corrupt affections which 
defile the purity of our life.” ¢* In 
like manner the light of the church 
of Antioch, St. John Chrysostom, 
states that the affections of the 
senses to which the Divine Re- 
deemer was susceptible prove be- 
yond doubt that He assumed a 
complete human nature. “For if 
He had not shared our nature, He 
would not have repeatedly been 
seized with grief.” * 
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St. Ambrose and St. Jerome 


Of the Latin Fathers We select 
for mention those whom the 
Church today honors as Doctors. 
St. Ambrose testifies that the 
movement of the senses and the af- 
fections which Christ truly expe- 
rienced are rooted in the hypo- 
static union as in a natural prin- 
ciple: “And therefore he assumed 
a soul and the passions of the soul; 
for God precisely because He is 
God could not have been disturbed 
nor could He have died.” * 

From these affections St. Jerome 
draws his chief proof that Christ 
assumed human nature: To prove 
that He really assumed human na- 
ture, He really became sorrow- 
ful.® St. Augustine in a special 
manner calls attention to the rela- 
tionship between the affections 
of the Incarnate Word and the pur- 
pose of the redemption of the 
human race. “These affections of 
human infirmity, just as the very 
flesh of human infirmity and the 
death of human flesh, the Lord 
Jesus assumed not out of necessity 
but freely out of compassion so that 
He might transform in Himself 
His body, which is the Church of 
which He deigned to be the Head, 
that is, His members in the faithful 
and the saints, so that if any of 
them in the trials of this life should 
be saddened and afflicted, they 
should not therefore think that they 
are deprived of His grace; nor 





“ In Joann. Homil. 68, 2: P.G. LIX, 350. 
“ De fide ad Gratianum, II, 7, 56: P.L. XVI, 594. 
“ Super Matth. 26, 37: P.L. XXVI, 205. 
“ Enarr. in Ps. 87, 3; P.L. XXXVII, 1111. 
* De Fide Orth. 3, 6: P.G. XCIV, 1006. 
” Ibid. 3, 20: P.G. XCIV, 1081. 
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should they consider this sorrow a 
sin, but a sign of human weakness; 
like a choir singing in harmony 
with the note that has been 
sounded, so should His body learn 
from its Head.” *’ 


St. John Damascene 


In less ornate but nevertheless 
forceful words, the following pas- 
sages from St. John Damascene set 
forth the clear teaching of the 
Church: “Complete God took me up 
completely and whole was united to 
whole that He might bestow salva- 
tion upon the whole. For what was 
not assumed could not be healed.” #8 
“He therefore assumed all that He 
might sanctify all.” * 

We must, however, bear in mind 
that these quotations from Scrip- 
ture and the Fathers and not a few 
similar ones which We did not cite, 
although they clearly attest that 
there were in Jesus Christ move- 
ments of the senses and affections 
and that He assumed human nature 
to accomplish our eternal salva- 
tion, never refer these affections to 
His pltysical heart in such a man- 
ner as to indicate it clearly as the 
symbol of His infinite love. 


The Savior’s countenance 


But if the evangelists and the 
rest of the sacred writers do not 
clearly describe the heart of our 
Redeemer as responding to feel- 
ings and emotions no less than 
ours and as throbbing and palpi- 
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tating on account of the various 
movements and affections of His 
soul and of the most ardent love 
of His human and divine wills, 
nonetheless they frequently do 
clearly record His divine love and 
those movements of the emotions 
connected with it, namely de- 
sire, joy, sadness, fear and anger 
as they are reflected in His counte- 
nance, words and manner of act- 
ing. 


Our adorable Savior’s face was 
an indication and perfect mirror of 
those affections which moved His 
soul in various ways and, by a sort 
of sympathetic vibration, touched 
His Sacred Heart and set it beating. 
The observation which the Angelic 
Doctor drew from common experi- 
ence concerning human psychology 
and its consequences is pertinent 
to this matter: “The disturbance of 
anger reaches to the outward mem- 
bers and chiefly to those members 
which reflect more distinctly the 
emotions of the heart, such as the 
eyes, face and tongue.” © 


The Heart: index of 
Christ’s threefold love 


Wherefore the heart of the In- 
carnate Word is rightly considered 
the chief index and symbol of the 
threefold love with which the Di- 
vine Redeemer continuously loves 
the Eternal Father and the whole 
human race. It is the symbol of 
that divine love which He shares 
with the Father and the Holy 





Ghost, but which in Him alone, in 
the Word namely that was made 
flesh, is manifested to us through 
a frail, mortal, human body, since 
“in Him dwells the fullness of the 
Godhead bodily.” ™ 


It is moreover the symbol of that 
most ardent love which, infused 
into His soul, enriches the human 
will of Christ, and whose action is 
enlightened and directed by a two- 
fold most perfect knowledge, 
namely the beatific and infused.* 

Finally, in a more direct and 
natural manner, it is a symbol also 
of sensible love, since the body of 
Jesus Christ, formed through the 
operation of the Holy Ghost in the 
womb of the Virgin Mary, has a 
most perfect capacity for feeling 
and perception, much more than 
the bodies of all other men.** 


Veneration due the Sacred Heart 


Since Scripture and the teach- 
ings of the Catholic Faith affirm 
that there is the highest possible 
harmony and agreement in the 
most holy soul of Jesus Christ, 
and that He clearly directed His 
threefold love to accomplish our 
redemption, it is therefore obvious 
that we can most correctly con- 
sider and venerate the heart of the 
Divine Redeemer as the significant 
image of His love, the proof of our 
redemption, and the mystical lad- 
der by which we climb to the em- 
brace of “God our Savior.” * 

Wherefore His words, actions, 
teachings, miracles, and in par- 


* Summa Theologica, I-II, q. 48, a. 4: ed. Leon. tom. 6, 1891, p. 306. 


* Col. 2, 9. 


= Cfr. Summa Theologica, III, q. 9, aa. 1-3: ed. Leon. tom. 11, 1908, p. 142. 
% Cfr. Ibid. III, q. 33, a. 2, ad 3m; q. 46, a. 6: ed. Leon. tom. 11, 19038, pp. 342, 433. 


“Tit. 8, 4, 
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ticular those deeds which more 
clearly testify this love for us— 
the institution of the Holy Eucha- 
rist, His most bitter passion and 
death, His most Holy Mother 
whom He lovingly gave to us, the 
founding of the Church, and the 
sending of the Holy Ghost upon the 
apostles and upon us—all these we 
must regard as proofs of His 
threefold love. 


Meditate this Heart 


In like manner we must lovingly 
meditate on the pulsations of His 
Sacred Heart by which, so to speak 
He Himself seemed to measure the 
time of his sojourn on earth up to 
that last moment when, as the 
evangelists testify, “crying out in a 
loud voice ‘It is consummated,’ and, 
bowing his head, he gave up his 
spirit.” °° 

Then the beating of His heart 
stopped, and His sensible love was 
interrupted until He arose from 
the tomb in triumph over death. 

But after His glorified body was 
again united to the soul of the 
Divine Redeemer, the Conqueror of 
death, His Sacred Heart never 
ceased, and never will cease to beat 
with imperturbable and calm pulsa- 
tion. It will likewise never cease to 
signify His threefold love by which 
the Son of God is bound to His 
heavenly Father and the whole 
human race, of which He is by per- 
fect right the mystical Head. 


Ill 


But now, venerable brothers, in 
order that we may gather rich and 





% Mt. 27, 50; Jn. 19, 30. 
* Koh. 2, 7. 
* Heb. 10, 5-7, 10. 
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salutary fruits from these pious 
considerations, let us briefly medi- 
tate on and contemplate the mani- 
fold affections, human and divine, 
of our Savior, Jesus Christ, which 
His Heart manifested through the 
course of His mortal life, manifests 
now, and will continue to manifest 
forever. Especially from the pages 
of the Gospel does light shine forth 
to us. Illumined and strengthened 
by this light, we can enter into the 
tabernacle of His Divine Heart. 
Together with the Apostle of the 
Gentiles we can wonder at “the 
riches of grace in kindness to- 
wards us in Christ Jesus.” * 


The Incarnation 


The adorable Heart of Jesus 
Christ beats with human and di- 
vine love since the Virgin Mary 
pronounced that great-souled 
“Fiat” and the Word of God, as the 
Apostle observes, “coming into the 
world, says, Sacrifice and oblation 
thou wouldst not, but a body thou 
hast fitted to me: in holocausts and 
sin-offerings thou hast had no 
pleasure. Then said-I, ‘Behold, I 
come’.... It is in this ‘will’ that 
we have been sanctified through the 
offering of the body of Jesus Christ 
once for all.” *” 


The home and shop at Nazareth 


In the same way was He moved 
by love in perfect accord with the 
affections of His human will and 
divine love when in the home at 
Nazareth He engaged in heavenly 
discourse with His most sweet 








SACRED HEART 131 


Mother and His foster-father, Jo- 
seph, with whom He toiled obedi- 
ently in the carpenter’s trade. With 
the threefold love of which We have 
spoken, He was driven on during 
the lengthy apostolic journeys 
which He undertook, in the innu- 
merable miracles which He 
wrought and by which He recalled 
the dead from the tomb or bestowed 
health on those ill with every sort 
of disease. He was moved by this 
threefold love during the labors He 
endured and in the sweat, hunger 
and thirst He suffered and in the 
nocturnal vigils in which He most 
lovingly prayed to His Heavenly 
Father. 


His parables 


And finally He was moved by 
this threefold love in the discourses 
He delivered and in the parables 
which He spoke and explained, in 
those for instance, which treat of 
His mercy, such as the parables of 
the lost drachma, the lost sheep, the 
prodigal son. In these parables, 
both by their subject matter and by 
words, the very Heart of God is 
expressly laid bare to us, as Gre- 
gory the Great observed: “Learn of 
the Heart of God in the words of 
God, so that you may more ardently 
long for eternal things.” ** 


His words of love 


But the Heart of Christ was 
moved by an even greater charity 
when words full of love fell from 
His lips. Let Us cite some ex- 
amples. When He saw the crowds 





tired and hungry, He exclaimed “I 
have compassion on the crowd.” 
And when He gazed upon Jerusa- 
lem, His most beloved city, blinded 
by her sins and therefore destined 
for complete destruction, He said: 
“Jerusalem, Jerusalem! Thou who 
killest the prophets, and stonest 
those who are sent to thee! How 
often would I have gathered thy 
children together, as a hen gath- 
ers her young under her wings, but 
thou wouldst not!” °° 


Loving indignation 


But, because of love for His 
Father and holy indignation, His 
Heart beat violently when He be- 
held the sacrilegious buying and 
selling in the temple, and He re- 
buked the profaners of the temple 
with these words: “It is written, 
‘My house shall be called a house 
of prayer; but you have made it a 
den of thieves.’ ” * 


In the garden of Gethsemane 


But His Heart was moved by a 
special love and fear when He saw 
that the hour of His most cruel 
sufferings was now at hand. He 
felt a natural repugnance for death 
and those sorrows which were 
rushing upon Him and cried out: 
“Father, if it is possible, let this 
cup pass away from me.” ® 

But when He received a kiss 
from the traitor, it was with un- 
conquered love and the deepest 
grief that He addressed him in 
these words which seem to be the 
last invitation of His most merciful 


® Registr. epist. lib. IV ep. 31 ad Theodorum Medicum: P.L. LXXVII, 706. 


*° Mk. 8, 2. 

® Mt, 238, 37. 
* Mt. 21, 18. 
@ Mt, 26, 39. 
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Heart to a friend who, with an 
impious, faithless and most hard- 
ened heart, was about to betray 
Him to His executioners: “Friend, 
for what purpose hast thou come? 
Dost thou betray the Son of Man 
with a kiss?” * 


The daughters of Jerusalem 


But, He spoke with exceedingly 
great love and pity when He said 
to the pious women weeping for 
Him as He was about to suffer 
the undeserved death of the Cross: 
“Daughters of Jerusalem, do not 
weep for me, but weep for your- 
selves and for your children.... 
for if in the case of green wood 
they do these things, what is to 
happen in the case of the dry?” * 


On the Cross 


And finally, our Divine Re- 
deemer, hanging on the Cross, felt 
His Heart on fire with varied and 
vehement affections of the most 
ardent love, of dismay, of mercy, 
of most intense longing, of serene 
calm, affections which are indeed 
most strikingly expressed by the 
following words: “Father, forgive 
them, for they do not know what 
they are doing.” ®* “My God, my 
God, why hast Thou forsaken 
Me?” * “Amen I say to thee, this 
day thou shalt be with Me in Para- 
dise.”* “I thirst.”* ‘Father, 
into Thy hands I commend My 
spirit.” * 





® Mt. 26, 50; Lk. 22, 48. 
* Lk, 28, 28, 31. 

® Lk. 23, 24. 

* Mt, 27, 46. 

" Lk, 28, 48. 

* Jn, 19, 28. 


® Dk, 28, 46. 
22, 15. 
22, 19-20 


7 Lk, 
™ Lk. 
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His greatest gifts 


Who in truth could worthily de- 
scribe those beatings of the Divine 
Heart, the indications of His in- 
finite love, which He elicited at 
those moments when He bestowed 
His greatest gifts on man, that is, 
Himself in the sacrament of the 
Eucharist, His most holy Mother, 
and the priestly office which is 
shared with us? 


The Holy Eucharist 


Even before He ate the Last 
Supper with His disciples, when 
He knew that He was going to in- 
stitute the sacrament of His Body 
and Blood by the shedding of 
which the new covenant was to be 
consecrated, He felt His Heart 
stirred by strong emotions, which 
He made known to the apostles in 
these words: “I have greatly de- 
sired to eat this passover with you 
before I suffer.”*° These same 
emotions were even stronger, with- 
out doubt, when “having taken 
bread, he gave thanks and broke 
it and gave it to them, saying: 
‘This is My Body which is being 
given for you; do this in remem- 
brance of me.’ In like manner, he 
took also the cup after the supper, 
saying: “This cup is the new cove- 
nant in my blood, which shall be 
shed for you.’ ” 7 
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Rightly, therefore, one may af- 
firm that the Divine Eucharist, 
both as a sacrament and as a sac- 
rifice—the one He bestowed on 
men, the other He Himself con- 
tinually offers “from the rising of 
the sun even to the going down,” ™ 
—and the priesthood are really 
gifts of the Sacred Heart of Jesus. 


Mother of God and mankind 


Indeed another most precious 
gift of His Sacred Heart is, as We 
have said, Mary, the sweet Mother 
of God and the most loving Mother 
of us all. For she was the Mother 
of our Redeemer according to the 
flesh and His associate in recalling 
the children of Eve to the life of 
divine grace. And so she is rightly 
hailed as the spiritual Mother of 
mankind. Wherefore St. Augustine 
in writing of her says: 

“Indeed she is the Mother of the 
members of the Savior, which we 
are because she cooperated by love 
so that the faithful who are the 
members of that head might be 
. born in the Church.” ™ 


The bloody sacrifice 


And to the unbloody gift of Him- 
self, under the appearance of 
bread and wine, our Savior, Jesus 
Christ, wished, as a special proof 
of His intimate and infinite love, to 
add the bloody sacrifice of the 
Cross. Indeed, in this way of act- 
ing, He gave an example of that 
sublime charity which He set be- 
fore His disciples as the highest 





* Mal. 1, 11. 
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measure of love: “Greater love 
than this no one has, that one lay 
down his life for his friends.” “4 

Wherefore, the love of Jesus 
Christ, the Son of God, by the Sac- 
rifice of Golgotha, clearly and 
richly proves the love of God him- 
self: “In this we have come to 
know his love that he laid down 
his life for us; and we likewise 
ought to lay down our life for the 
brethren.” * 

And in fact our Divine Re- 
deemer was nailed to the Cross 
more by His love than by the force 
of the executioners. His voluntary 
holocaust is the supreme gift 
which He bestowed on each man 
according to the concise words of 
the Apostle: ‘‘Who loved me, and 
gave Himself up for me.” 


Mystical marriage 
of Savior and Church 


Therefore, there can be no doubt 
that the Sacred Heart of Jesus, 
since it shares most intimately in 
the life of the Incarnate Word, and 
was therefore assumed as an in- 
strument of the Godhead no less 
than were the other members of 
His human nature in accomplishing 
the works of divine grace and om- 
nipotence,” is the true symbol of 
the boundless love by which our 
Savior, through the shedding of 
His blood, contracted a mys- 
tical marriage with the Church. 
“Through charity He suffered for 
the Church who was to be united to 
Him as His spouse.” *® 


% De Sancta Virginitate, VI: P.L. XL, 399. 


™ Jn. 15, 13. 
*I Jn. 3, 16. 
** Gal. 2, 20. 


* Cfr. S. Thom. Summ. Theol. III, q. 19, a. 1: Ed. Leon. tom, XI, 1903, p. 329. 
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The Church born of Christ’s love 


Therefore, from the wounded 
heart of our Redeemer, the Church, 
the dispenser of the blood of the 
Redeemer, was born. From this 
same Heart the grace of the sacra- 
ments, from which the children of 
the Church draw supernatural life, 
flowed most profusely, as we read 
in the sacred liturgy: “From the 
pierced Heart, the Church, joined 
to Christ, is born .... Who pourest 
forth grace from Thy Heart.” * On 
the meaning of this symbol, which 
was not unknown even to the an- 
cient Fathers of the Church and 
ecclesiastical writers, the Common 
Doctor, as if reechoing their very 
sentiments, writes: “Water flowed 
from Christ’s side to wash us; 
blood to redeem us. Wherefore 
blood belongs to the sacrament of 
the Eucharist, while water belongs 
to the sacrament of Baptism. Yet 
this latter sacrament derives its 
cleaning virtue from the power of 
Christ’s blood.” * 


The wounded side 


What is written here concerning 
the side of Christ, wounded and 
opened by a soldier, must likewise 
be said of His Heart, which the 
lance certainly touched in _ its 
thrust, inasmuch as the soldier 
pierced it in order to be certain that 
Jesus Christ had died upon the 
Cross. 

Wherefore the wound of the 
Sacred Heart of Jesus, which had 


* Sum. Theol. Suppl. q. 42, a. 1 ad 8m 


now completed this mortal life, has 
been through the ages a living 
image of that love freely bestowed 
by which God gave His only begot- 
ten Son for the redemption of man, 
and with which Christ loved us all 
so intensely that He offered Him- 
self for us as a bloody victim on 
Calvary: “Christ also loved us and 
delivered Himself up for us as an 
offering and a sacrifice to God to 
ascend in fragrant odor.” * 


Christ’s love for the Church 


After our Savior ascended into 
Heaven—His body adorned with 
the splendor of eternal glory— 
and sat at the right hand of the 
Father, He did not cease to bestow 
upon His spouse, the Church, that 
ardent love with which His Heart 
beats. Indeed in His hands and feet 
and side He bears the glowing 
marks of the wounds which repre- 
sent the triple victory gained by 
Him over the devil, sin and death. 

He likewise has in His Heart, 
placed, as it were, in a most pre- 
cious shrine, those treasures of 
merit, the fruits of His triple 
triumph. These He bestows gener- 
ously on redeemed mankind. This 
is a truth full of consolation, which 
the Apostle of the Gentiles stated 
in these words: “Ascending on 
high, he led away captives; he 
gave gifts to men. He who de- 
scended, he it is who ascended also 
above all the heavens, that he 
might fill all things.” *? 


ed. Leon. tom. XII, 1906, p. 81. 


*® Hymn ad Vesp. Festi SSmi. Cordis Jesu. 
* Sum. Theol. III, q. 66 a. 8, ad 8m: ed. Leon. tom. XII, 1906, p. 65. 
* Eph. 5, 2. 
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The Paraclete 


The gift of the Holy Spirit, 
sent to the disciples, is the first 
clear sign of His munificent charity 
after His triumphal ascent to the 
right hand of the Father. Indeed 
after ten days the Spirit, the Para- 
clete, given by the Heavenly 
Father, descended upon them gath- 
ered in the Cenacle, as He had 
promised them at the Last Supper: 
“T will ask the Father and He will 
give you another Advocate to dwell 
with you forever.” ** 


This Spirit, the Paraclete, since 
He is the personified mutual love 
of the Father for the Son and of 
the Son for the Father, is sent in- 
deed by both. Assuming the ap- 
pearance of tongues of fire, He 
poured the abundance of divine 
love and other heavenly gifts into 
their souls. The infusion of this 
divine love also sprang from the 
Heart of our Savior “in whom are 
hidden all the treasures of wisdom 
and knowledge.” * 


* The gift of charity 


Indeed, this love is the gift of 
the Heart of Jesus and His Spirit, 
who is indeed the Spirit of the 
Father and the Son, and from 
whom both the rise of the Church 
and its remarkable spread are un- 
folded for all the pagan nations, 
which the worship of idols, hatred 
of brothers, corruption of morals, 
and violence had befouled. 


Apostles, martyrs and Doctors 
This divine love is the most pre- 





© Eph. 4, 8, 10. 
® Jn. 14, 16. 
* Col. 2, 3. 


cious gift of the Heart of Christ 
and of His Spirit. It gave the 
apostles and martyrs that fortitude 
with which they were strengthened 
to fight even to the point of death, 
which they met with heroic spirit, 
to preach the truth of the gospel 
and to bear witness by the shedding 
of their blood. It gave the Doctors 
of the Church a most ardent desire 
to teach and defend the Catholic 
Faith. 


Confessors, virgins, all the faithful 


It was this love which nourished 
the virtues of the confessors and 
urged them to accomplish emi- 
nently useful and marvelous deeds, 
profitable for their own eternal 
and temporal welfare and that of 
others. This was the love which 
persuaded virgins to abstain, will- 
ingly and joyfully, from the pleas- 
ures of the senses, and to conse- 
crate themselves entirely to the love 
of their heavenly Spouse. 


The hymn of St. Paul 


In praise of this divine love 
which flows from the Heart of the 
Incarnate Word and is infused by 
the operation of the Holy Ghost in 
the souls of all the faithful, the 
Apostle of the Gentiles wrote the 
famous hymn of victory which pro- 
claims the triumph of Jesus Christ 
and the members of the Mystical 
Body of which He is the Head over 
all obstacles to restoring the reign 
of divine love among men: “Who 
shall separate us from the love of 
Christ? Shall tribulation, or dis- 








136 


tress, or persecution, or hunger, or 
nakedness, or danger, or the 
sword? But in all these things we 
overcome because of him who has 
loved us. For I am sure that 
neither death, nor life, nor angels, 
nor principalities, nor things pres- 
ent, nor things to come, nor pow- 
ers, nor height, nor depth, nor any 
other creature will be able to sep- 
arate us from the love of God 
which is in Christ Jesus our 
Lord.” * 


The living Heart 


There is nothing, then, which 
forbids us to adore the most 
Sacred Heart of Jesus, since it par- 
ticipates in and is the natural and 
most expressive symbol of that in- 
exhaustible love with which Our 
Divine Redeemer still loves man- 
kind. That Heart indeed, although 
it is no longer liable to the distur- 
bances of this mortal life, still lives 
and beats. It is now inseparably 
joined with the Person of the Di- 
vine Word, and in it and through 
it with His divine will. 

Wherefore, since the Heart of 
Christ overflows with divine and 
human love, and since it is abun- 
dantly rich with treasures of all 
the graces which our Redeemer 
acquired. by His life, His suffer- 
ings, and death, it is truly the un- 
failing fountain of that love which 
His Spirit pours forth into all the 
members of His Mystical Body. 





* Rom. 8, 35, 37-39. 
* Eph, 5, 25-27. 

* Cfr. I Jn. 2, 1. 

* Heb. 7, 25. 
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Image of the Divine Person 


Therefore the Heart of our 
Savior in a way expresses the 
image of the Divine Person of the 
Word and His two-fold nature, 
human and divine. In it we can 
contemplate not only the symbol, 
but also, as it were, the sum of the 
whole mystery of our redemption. 


When we adore the Sacred Heart 
of Jesus Christ, we adore in it and 
through it both the uncreated love 
of the Divine Word and His human 
love and other affections and vir- 
tues, because both loves moved our 
Redeemer to sacrifice Himself for 
us and for the whole Church, His 
Spouse. As the Apostle says: 
“Christ also loved the Church and 
delivered himself up for her, that 
he might sanctify her, cleansing 
her in the bath of water by means 
of the word, in order that he might 
present to himself the Church in 
all her glory, not having spot or 
wrinkle or any such thing, but that 
she might be holy and without 
blemish.” * 


As Christ loved the Church, so 
He still loves her most deeply with 
that threefold love of which We 
have spoken. This love moves Him 
as our advocate’ to win grace 
and mercy for us from the Father, 
“since he lives always to make in- 
tercession for us.” ** The pray- 
ers which come forth from His 
inexhaustible love and which are 
directed to the Father are never 
interrupted. As “in the days of 
His earthly life,” *° so now, trium- 
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phant in heaven, He beseeches the 
Father with no less efficacy. 

He shows His living Heart to 
Him who “so loved the world that 
He gave His only-begotten Son, 
that those who believe in Him may 
not perish, but may have life ever- 
lasting.” °° His Heart is, as it were, 
wounded and burning with even 
greater love than when it was 
pierced after death by the lance of 
a Roman soldier. “Wherefore (Thy 
was wounded so _ that 
through the visible wound we 
might see the invisible wound of 
love.” * 

It is then absolutely certain that 
the Heavenly Father “who has not 
spared even his own Son, but has 
delivered him for us all” *, when 
He has been asked by so powerful 
an Advocate and with such ardent 
love, will always send down a rich 
flow of divine graces to all men. 


IV 


It has been Our wish, venerable 


. brothers, to explain to you and all 


Christians, in summary fashion, 
the real nature of devotion to the 
Sacred Heart of Jesus and the end- 
less riches which flow from it, as 
they have been made known in di- 
vine revelation, as in a primary 
source. 

We think that Our statements, 
confirmed by the teaching of the 
Gospel, have made it clear that 





® Heb. 5, 7. 
” Jn. 3, 16. 


essentially this devotion is nothing 
else than devotion to the human 
and divine love of the Incarnate 
Word and to the love which the 
Heavenly Father and the Holy 
Ghost have for sinful men. 


Love: first cause of our redemption 


For, as the Angelic Doctor 
teaches, the love of the August 
Trinity is the first cause of man’s 
Redemption in that, pouring forth 
abundantly into the human will of 
Jesus Christ and into His adorable 
Heart, it led Him, moved by that 
self-same love, to the shedding of 
His blood to redeem us from the 
captivity of sin.** “I have a baptism 
to be baptized with; and how dis- 
tressed I am until it is accom- 
plished !”’ % 

We know, therefore, that the de- 
votion whereby we pay homage to 
the love of God and Jesus Christ for 
men through the august sign of the 
wounded Heart of the Redeemer 
nailed to the Cross has never been 
entirely unknown to Christian 
piety. In more recent times, how- 
ever, this devotion has become bet- 
ter known and wondrously spread 
throughout the Church, particu- 
larly after the Lord Himself pri- 
vately revealed this divine secret 
to some of His children, richly en- 
dowed with an abundance of 
heavenly gifts, and chose them as 
the messengers and heralds of this 
devotion. 


"St. Bonaventure, Opuse. X: Vitis mystica, c. III, n. 5; Opera Omnia, Ad Claras 
Aquas (Quararchi) 1898, tom. VIII, p. 164; cfr. St. Thom. Sum. Theol. III, q. 54, 


a. 4: ed. Leon. tom. XI, 1903, p. 513. 
” Rom. 8, 32. 


* Cfr. Summa Theologica III, q. 48, a. 5: ed. Leon. tom. 11, 1903, p. 467. 


* Lk. 12, 50. 
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Indeed, there always have been 
souls especially dedicated to God, 
who, imitating the example of the 
holy Mother of God, the Apostles 
and the illustrious Fathers of the 
Church, have adored, thanked and 
loved Christ’s most sacred human 
nature, especially the wounds in- 
flicted on His body during His 
salutary Passion. 


Confession of Thomas the Apostle 


Furthermore, do not these very 
words, “My Lord and my God,” * 
spoken by the Apostle Thomas and 
which signified that he had been 
changed from an unbeliever into a 
faithful follower, contain a clear 
profession of faith, adoration and 
love rising from the wounded hu- 
manity of the Lord to the majesty 
of the Divine Person? 


Gradual growth of the devotion 


But if men were always strongly 
moved by the wounded heart of the 
Redeemer to venerate the infinite 
love with which He loves the hu- 
man race, since the words of the 
Prophet Zacharias, applied by St. 
John the Evangelist to Christ on 
the cross, “They shall look upon 
him whom they have pierced,” 
were addressed to the faithful of 
all ages, we must nevertheless ad- 
mit that only gradually and by 
degrees was the homage of special 
devotion paid to His Heart as the 
image of the human and divine 
love dwelling in the Incarnate 
Word. 





* Jn. 20, 28. 

* Jn. 19, 37; cfr. Za. 12, 10. 

“Cfr. Encyc. Miserentissimus Redemptor: Acta Apostolicae Sedis, 20, 1928, pp. 
167-168. 
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A devotion fostered by God’s saints 


If we wish to sketch the signifi- 
cant stages, as it were, in the prog- 
ress of this devotion in the history 
of piety, there immediately come to 
mind the names of some who have 
gained special renown in this re- 
spect and who are to be considered 
the standard-bearers of this devo- 
tion which gradually gained mo- 
mentum privately in religious com- 
munities. 


We mention, by way of example, 
the names of those who achieved 
special distinction in establishing 
and promoting devotion to the 
most Sacred Heart of Jesus: St. 
Bonaventure, St. Albert the Great, 
St. Gertrude, St. Catherine of 
Siena, Blessed Henry Suso, St. 
Peter Canisius, St. Francis de 
Sales and St. John Eudes, author 
of the first liturgical office to be 
celebrated in honor of the most 
Sacred Heart of Jesus. 


With the approval of many 
bishops of France, this solemn 
feast was celebrated for the first 
time on October 20, 1672. 


St. Margaret Mary 


Among those who have pro- 
moted this most excellent devotion, 
St. Margaret Mary Alacoque occu- 
pies the chief place of honor. In- 
flamed with great zeal and with 
the aid of her spiritual director, 
Blessed Claude de la Colombiére, 
she succeeded in her efforts, to the 
great wonder of the faithful, to 
have this devotion, rich in spiritual 
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blessings, established and clearly 
distinguished from other forms of 
Christian piety by the special na- 
ture of its acts of love and repara- 
tion.” 


Not because privately revealed 


A review of the history of the 
period in which this devotion to 
the Sacred Heart of Jesus devel- 
oped is enough to increase our 
clear understanding that its mar- 
velous progress is due to the fact 
that this devotion is in perfect 
accord with the nature of the 
Christian religion, which is indeed 
a religion of love. 

Therefore, we must not say that 
this devotion began because it was 
privately revealed by God or that 
it suddenly came into existence in 
the Church, but rather that it is 
the spontaneous flowering of a 
living faith and fervent piety by 
which men filled with supernatural 
gifts were led to adore the Re- 
deemer and His glorious wounds as 
symbols of His boundless love 
which stirred their souls to the very 
depths. 


Christ’s wish and call 


Consequently, as is obvious, the 
revelations made to St. Margaret 
Mary added nothing new to Cath- 
olic doctrine. The significance of 
these revelations lies in this, that 
Christ the Lord—showing His 
Sacred Heart—willed in an extra- 
ordinary and special way to call 
the minds of men to the contempla- 
tion and veneration of the mystery 
of God’s most merciful love for the 
human race. 

And so in this special manifesta- 


tion, in repeated and clear words, 
Christ pointed to His Heart as the 
symbol by which men are drawn 
to recognize and acknowledge His 
love, and at the same time consti- 
tuted it as the sign and pledge of 
His mercy and His grace for the 
needs of the Church in our time. 


The liturgical feast 


Moreover, the fact that this de- 
votion stems from the principles 
of Christian doctrine is clearly 
demonstrated by the fact that the 
Apostolic See approved the litur- 
gical feast before it approved the 
writings of St. Margaret Mary. 
For, not strictly basing their action 
on any private divine revelation, 
but graciously granting the peti- 
tions of the faithful, the Sacred 
Congregation of Rites in a decree 
of January 25, 1765, approved by 
Our Predecessor, Clement XIII, on 
February 6 of the same year, 
granted the celebration of a litur- 
gical feast to the Bishops of Poland 
and to the Roman Archconfrater- 
nity of the Sacred Heart. 

The Apostolic See granted this 
petition to extend an already exist- 
ing and flourishing devotion, 
whose purpose was “symbolically 
to renew the memory of that di- 
vine love” *® by which our Re- 
deemer was impelled to offer Him- 
self as a propitiatory victim for 
the crimes of men. 

This first approbation was 
granted in the form of a privilege 
and was restricted to definite re- 
gions. After almost a century, 
another approbation followed of 
far greater importance, and 
phrased in more solemn words. We 
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are referring, as We previously 
mentioned, to the decree of the 
Sacred Congregation of Rites is- 
sued August 23, 1856. By it Our 
Predecessor of immortal memory 
Pius IX, acceding to the petitions 
of the Bishops of France and of 
almost the whole Catholic world 
ordered the feast of the Sacred 
Heart of Jesus to be extended to the 
entire Church and to be duly cele- 
brated.*® The faithful should al- 
ways remember this decree, for, as 
we read in the liturgy of this feast, 
“Since that time devotion to the 
most Sacred Heart, gushing forth 
like a mighty stream, has spread 
throughout the world, washing 
away every obstacle in its course.” 

From the explanations which 
We have thus far given, venerable 
brothers, it is perfectly clear that 
the faithful must trace devotion to 
the Sacred Heart of Jesus back to 
Sacred Scripture, tradition and the 
liturgy, as to a clear and deep foun- 
tain, if they wish to understand its 
real meaning and, through pious 
meditation, receive food to nourish 
and increase their religious fervor. 


The acme of Christian life 


If this devotion is constantly 
practiced with this knowledge and 
understanding, the souls of the 
faithful cannot but attain to the 
sweet knowledge of the love of 
Christ which produces the height 
of Christian life as the Apostle, 
who knew this from personal ex- 
perience, teaches: “For this reason 
I bend my knees to the Father of 





our Lord Jesus Christ .. . that he 
may grant you from his glorious 
riches to be strengthened with 
power through his Spirit unto the 
progress of the inner man; and to 
have Christ dwelling through faith 
in your hearts: so that, being 
rooted and grounded in love, you 
may be able . . . to know Christ’s 
love which surpasses knowledge, 
in order that you may be filled unto 
all the fullness of God.” 1° 


The goodness and kindness of God 


The heart of Christ is the clear- 
est image of this fullness of God 
embracing all things. By this We 
mean the fullness of mercy, which 
is the special characteristic of the 
New Testament in which “the 
goodness and kindness of God our 
Savior appeared.”'" “For God 
did not send his Son into the world 
in order to judge the world, but 
that the world might be saved 
through him.” 1° 


Poison of materialism 
and superstition 


From the very day on which she 
issued the first decree concerning 
devotion to the Sacred Heart of 
Jesus, the Church, the teacher of 
mankind, has always been certain 
that the essential characteristics of 
this devotion—that is, acts of love 
and reparation by which God’s in- 
finite love for mankind is venerated 
—are in no way infected with the 
poison of materialism or supersti- 
tion. 


” Cfr. Deer. S.C. Rit. apud N. Nilles De rationibus festorum Sacratissimi Cordis 
Jesu et purissimi Cordis Mariae. 5th edition. Innsbruck, 1885, tom. 1, p. 167. 

™ Eph. 3, 14, 16-19. 

“7; 0%. 

7 Ju, 8,17; 
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On the contrary, the Church 
holds that this devotion is a form 
of piety by which is accomplished 
a religious worship pertaining to 
the spirit and perfectly true, which 
the Savior Himself foretold in 
His conversation with the Samari- 
tan woman: “But the hour is com- 
ing, and is now here, when the true 
worshippers will worship’ the 
Father in spirit and in truth. For 
the Father also seeks such to wor- 
ship him. God is spirit, and they 
who worship him must worship in 
spirit and in truth.” 1° 


A false mysticism 


It is therefore wrong to say that 
contemplation of the physical heart 
of Jesus is a hindrance to attaining 
intimate love of God, and that it 
impedes the soul in its progress to 
the highest virtues. 

The Church completely con- 
demns this false mysticism, just as 
she did when she spoke through 
Our Predecessor of happy memory, 
Innocent XI, who condemned the 
errors of those who idly main- 
tained: “Nor must they (souls of 
the interior way) elicit acts of love 
for the Blessed Virgin, or the 
saints or the humanity of Christ 
for, since these are sensible ob- 
jects, love for them is of the same 
nature. No creature, neither the 
Blessed Virgin nor the saints, must 
have a place in our heart; because 
God wishes to occupy and possess 
a 
™ Jn. 4, 23-24. 

**TInnocent XI, Constit. Ap. Coelestis 
Romanum, Rome, 1734, tom. 8, p. 443. 
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The worship paid to images 


It is evident that those who hold 
such opinions think that the image 
of the Heart of Christ represents 
nothing nobler than His sensible 
love and that this image is not of 
such a nature as to be a new basis 
for adoration [cultus latriae], 
which is given only to that which 
is by its nature divine. 

There is no one who does not 
see that this interpretation of 
sacred images is entirely false since 
it confines their meaning, which is 
much broader, within too narrow 
limits. Catholic theologians hold 
and teach a contrary doctrine, and 
among them St. Thomas has this to 
say: “The worship of religion is 
paid to images not as considered 
in themselves, nor as things, but 
as images leading us to God In- 
carnate. Now, movement to an 
image does not stop at the image, 
but goes on to the thing it repre- 
sents. Hence, neither latria nor 
the virtue of religion is differenti- 
ated by the fact that religious wor- 
ship is paid to the images of 
Christ.” 1° 


From the symbol to the symbolized 


The veneration paid to His im- 
ages, the excellence of which must 
be determined by what is vener- 
ated, or to relics of the bitter suf- 
ferings which our Savior endured 
for us, or to the picture of the 
pierced Heart of Christ hanging on 
the Cross, which surpasses every- 
thing in force and meaning, is paid 


Pastor, November 19, 1687; Bullarium 


* Sum. Theol, II-II, q. 81, a. 3, ad 3m: ed. Leon. tom. 9, 1897, p. 180, 
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to the very Person of the Incarnate 
Word as its final object. 

Therefore, from the physical 
thing which the heart of Jesus 
Christ is, and from its natural sym- 
bolism, it is right and proper that, 
supported by Christian faith, we 
not only rise to contemplate His 
love which is perceived through 
the senses, but go even higher to 
consider and adore the sublime in- 
fused love, and finally, by some 
sweet and sublime ascent of the 
spirit, rise to meditate on and 
adore the divine love of the Incar- 
nate Word. 


Physical heart and spiritual love 

For by faith, through which we 
believe that the human and the di- 
vine nature were united in the Per- 
son of Christ, we can see the clos- 
est bonds between the sensible love 
of the physical heart of Jesus and 
the two-fold spiritual love, namely 
human and divine. 

We must say not only that these 
loves were simultaneously pres- 
ent in the adorable Person of 
the Divine Redeemer, but also that 
they were joined by a natural bond 
so that the human and sensible 
loves are subject to the divine and 
bear its analogical resemblance. 
We do not, however, maintain that 
the Heart of Jesus is to be under- 
stood in such a way that in it we 
have and adore a formal image, as 
it is called, or a perfect and abso- 
lute sign of His divine love, since 
the essence of this love can in no 
way be adequately expressed by 
any created image whatsoever. 

But the Christian, in honoring 
the Heart of Jesus, adores, together 
with the Church, the sign and 
manifestation of divine love which 
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went so far as to love through the 
heart of the Incarnate Word the 
human race defiled with countless 
sins. 


Basis: the hypostatic union 


It is therefore necessary, at this 
central point of a teaching which 
is so important and profound, that 
everyone bear in mind that the 
truth of the natural symbol by 
which the physical heart of Jesus 
is referred to the Person of the 
Word, rests completely on the 
fundamental doctrine of the hypo- 
static union. 


If anyone were to deny that this 
doctrine is true, he would renew 
false teachings which deny that 
there is one Person in Christ with 
two distinct and complete natures; 
these teachings have been repeat- 
edly condemned by the Church. 

With this fundamental truth 
firmly established, we understand 
that the heart of Jesus is the heart 
of a Divine Person, that is, of the 
Incarnate Word, and that by it all 
the love with which He loved, and 
even now continues to love us is 
represented and, so to speak, 
placed before our very eyes. 


A perfect profession 
of the Christian religion 


Therefore, devotion to the 
Sacred Heart is so important that 
it may be considered, so far as 
practice is concerned, a _ perfect 
profession of the Christian reli- 
gion. 

For this is the religion of Jesus 
which rests entirely on a Mediator 
who is man and God, so that no 
one can come to the heart of God 
except through the Heart of Christ, 
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as He Himself says: “I am the 
way, and the truth, and the life. 
No one comes to the Father but 
through me.” 1% 


Adoration, thanksgiving, imitation 


Since this is true, we readily 
understand that devotion to the 
Sacred Heart of Jesus is essentially 
devotion to the love with which God 
loved us through Jesus and is at the 
same time an enlivening of our love 
for God and man. Or, to put it in 
other words, this devotion is di- 
rected to God’s love for us in order 
to adore Him, to thank Him and to 
spend our lives imitating Him. 


The new commandment 


It looks toward this as its goal, 
that we bring the love, by which we 
are bound to God and our fellow- 
men, to perfection, by daily observ- 
ing more eagerly the new com- 
mandment which the Divine Mas- 
ter gave to His disciples as a sacred 
inheritance when He said: ‘A new 
commandment I give you, that you 
love one another as I have loved 
you.... This is my commandment, 
that you love one another as I have 
loved you.” 2% ; 

This commandment is indeed 
new and Christ’s very own. As St. 
Thomas says, “The difference be- 
tween the Old and New Testament 
is told in a few words, for as Jere- 
mias says, ‘I will make a new 
covenant with the house of Is- 
rael.’*°* However, because the 
commandment was in the Old Tes- 
tament through fear and holy love, 





m Ju. 14, 6. 
m™ Jn. 18, 84; 15, 12. 
m8 Jn, 31, 31. 


it related to the New Testament: 
hence this commandment was in 
the old law not as something that 
belonged to it but as a prepara- 
tion for the new law.” 2° 


Vv 


We have presented for your con- 
sideration the real nature and ex- 
cellence of this kind of devotion— 
beautiful teachings filled with con- 
solation. But before We close this 
letter, mindful of the Apostolic of- 
fice, which was first entrusted to St. 
Peter after his threefold protesta- 
tion of love for Christ the Lord, 
We deem it fitting to exhort you 
again, venerable brothers, and 
through you all of Our dearly be- 
loved children in Christ, to strive 
ever more earnestly to promote 
this most gratifying devotion. 

We are confident that in Our 
day, as in others, a great many 
blessings will flow from it. 


A duty of religion 


Indeed, if the evidence on which 
devotion to the wounded Heart of 
Jesus rests is rightly weighed, it 
is clear to all that we are dealing 
here, not with an ordinary form of 
piety which anyone may at his dis- 
cretion esteem less than other de- 
votions, or regard lightly, but with 
a duty of religion most conducive 
to Christian perfection. 

For if devotion, according to the 
common theological definition 
which the Angelic Doctor gives, 
“is apparently nothing else but the 


1 Comment. in Evang. S. Joann. c. 18, lect. 7, 3, ed. Parmae, 1860, tom, 10, p. 541. 
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will to give oneself readily to 
things concerning the service of 
God,” **° can there be a service to 
God more required and necessary 
—and at the same time nobler and 
more pleasant—than that which 
pays homage to His love? 


Love is a first gift 


What is more pleasing and ac- 
ceptable to God than that service 
which submits to divine love and is 
rendered for the sake of love, since 
every service freely rendered is in 
a sense a gift, and love “has the 
nature of a first gift in strength 
whereof all free gifts are 
given?” 144 

That form of religion must be 
held in highest honor by virtue of 
which man honors and loves God 
the more; by which he consecrates 
himself more easily and readily to 
divine love; and which our Re- 
deemer Himself deigned to propose 
and recommend to Christianity and 
the Sovereign Pontiffs have de- 
fended in memorable writings and 
extolled with highest praise. 

Therefore, whoever considers of 
little value this wonderful favor 
which Jesus Christ has bestowed 
upon His Church, does a rash and 
harmful thing and offends God 
Himself. 


“With thy whole heart” 


In view of this, there is no doubt 
that the faithful who honor the 
Sacred Heart of the Redeemer com- 
ply with the very grave obligation, 
by which they are bound to serve 
God; they dedicate themselves and 





™ Sum. Theol. II-II q. 82 a.1. 
™ Sum. Theol. I q. 38 a.2. 
12 Mk, 12, 30; Mt. 22, 37. 
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all they have, both their inner 
thoughts and outward actions, to 
the Creator and Redeemer; and 
thus they obey the divine com- 
mandment: “Thou shalt love the 
Lord thy God with thy whole heart, 
and with thy whole soul, and with 
thy whole mind, and with thy 
whole strength.” 11” 


The right understanding 
and the wrong 


In addition to this, they know 
with certainty that they are pri- 
marily led to worship God not for 
any personal advantage, be it spirit- 
ual or physical, temporal or eternal, 
but on account of the goodness of 
God, Whom they strive to serve by 
loving Him in return, by adoring 
Him and by thanking Him. 

If this were not true, devotion 
to the Sacred Heart of Jesus would 
not be in accord with the true na- 
ture of the Christian religion, since 
by such devotion divine love is not 
primarily venerated. And, so, those 
who do not correctly understand 
the superior nature of this devotion 
or practice it in the wrong way, are 
not unjustly, as sometimes hap- 
pens, accused of excessive love and 
concern for themselves. 

Let all therefore be firmly con- 
vinced that in showing devotion to 
the most august Heart of Jesus, 
external acts of piety do not play 
the first and foremost role. Nor is 
the reason for this devotion to be 
sought primarily in the blessings 
which Christ the Lord promised in 
private relevations in order that 
men might fulfill more fervently 
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the principal duties of the Catholic 
faith, namely the obligations of 
love and expiation, and so be espe- 
cially mindful of their own spirit- 
ual advancement. 


Cherish this devotion 

We therefore urge all Our sons 
in Christ to cherish this form of 
devotion eagerly, both those who 
already are accustomed to drink 
the saving waters which flow from 
the Heart of the Redeemer, and es- 
pecially those who, in the idle man- 
ner of spectators, look on from a 
distance with misgivings. 

Let them seriously consider that 
We speak of a devotion, as We 
have already said, which has long 
flourished in the Church and is 
firmly based on the Gospel and 
which tradition and the sacred lit- 
urgy openly encourage. 


The Popes speak 


The Roman Pontiffs themselves 
praised it most highly on numer- 
ous occasions, and were not con- 
tent merely to institute a feast in 
honor of the august Heart of the 
Redeemer and extend it to the uni- 
versal Church, but also solemnly 
consecrated and dedicated the 
whole human race to the Sacred 
Heart.72° 


Fruits of the devotion 


Finally, there are additional rich 
and joyous blessing which this de- 
votion brings to the Church: the re- 
turn of countless souls to the re- 
ligion of Christ, the reanimated 
faith of many people and the closer 
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union of the faithful with our most 
loving Redeemer. All of these, 
especially in recent decades, have 
appeared before Our eyes in ever 
increasing and richer profusion. 


Gratitude and thanksgiving 


As We look upon this marvelous 
spectacle of devotion to the Sacred 
Heart of Jesus so widespread and 
so ardent among all classes of the 
faithful, We are filled with a grati- 
fying and joyous sense of consola- 
tion. 

After rendering fitting thanks to 
our Redeemer, Who is the infinite 
treasure of goodness, We cannot 
refrain from extending Our pa- 
ternal congratulations to all, both 
of the clergy and of the laity, who 
have actively contributed to the 
spreading of this devotion. 


The task ahead 


But even though devotion to the 
Sacred Heart of Jesus has every- 
where produced the salutary fruits 
of Christian living, nonetheless, 
venerable brothers, it is clear that 
the Church Militant here on earth, 
and especially civil society, have 
not yet achieved that full and com- 
plete measure of perfection which 
corresponds to the wishes and de- 
sires of Jesus Christ, the Mystical 
Spouse of the Church and the Re- 
deemer of the human race. 


The return of sinners 


Not a few of the Church’s chil- 
dren mar the beauty of their 
mother’s countenance, which they 


48 Cfr, Leo XIII Enc. Annum Sacrum: Acta Leonis, vol. 19, 1900, p. 71 sq.; Deer. 
S.C. Rituum June 28, 1899, in Deer. Auth. 3, n. 3712; Pius XI, Enc. Miserentissimus 
Redemptor: Acta Apostolicae Sedis 1928, p. 177 sq.; Deer. S.C. Rit., January 29, 


1929: Acta Apostolicae Sedis 21, 1929, p. 77. 
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reflect in themselves, with too many 
blemishes and wrinkles. Not all 
the faithful are resplendent with 
that sanctity of life to which they 
have been called by God. 

All sinners have not returned 
to their Father’s house, which they 
wrongly left, there to put on 
once more the best robe "* and to 
receive for their finger a ring, the 
sign of fidelity to the spouse of 
their soul. 


The conversion of pagans 

Not all of the pagans, not even 
a goodly number, have yet been 
joined to the Mystical Body of 
Christ. For if We are caused bitter 
grief by the languishing faith of 
the good, whose souls have been led 
astray by a deceptive desire for 
worldly possessions so that the 
fervor of charity grows cold and is 
gradually extinguished, the mach- 
inations of the wicked wrack Us 
with even greater pain. 

As if goaded on by the infernal 
enemy, these men, especially now, 
are on fire with an implacable and 
open hatred for God, the Church, 
and especially for him who takes 
the place of the Divine Redeemer 
on earth and represents His love 
for men according to the well- 
known words of St. Ambrose: “For 
(Peter) is questioned in a matter 
about which he feels uncertain; 
but the Lord who put the question 
has no doubt. He asked not to find 
out, but to point out before His 
ascension him whom He left us as 
the Vicar of His love.” 15 





4 Tc, 15. 22. 
“5 Beposit. in Evang. sec. Lucam, 1, 10, n. 
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The greatest sin 


Indeed, hatred of God and those 
who lawfully take His place is so 
great a sin that man, created in 
the image and likeness of God and 
destined to enjoy His friendship 
which is to last forever in heaven, 
can commit none greater. 

By hatred of God, man is sepa- 
rated completely from the highest 
good and driven to cast from him- 
self and his fellow men whatever 
comes from God, whatever joins us 
to God and whatever leads us to 
enjoy God, that is, truth, virtue, 
peace and justice.'*¢ 

Unfortunately, since it is pos- 
sible to see increasing everywhere 
the number of those who glory in 
being enemies of God, the false 
tenets of materialism being propa- 
gated in practice and theory, and 
unbridled freedom of lust every- 
where extolled, what wonder if 
charity—tthe supreme law of the 
Christian religion, the surest foun- 
dation of true and perfect justice, 
the chief source of peace and 
chaste pleasure—grow cold in the 
souls of many? For, as our Sav- 
ior warned, “because iniquity will 
abound, the charity of the many 
will grow cold.” 12” 


The remedy: Devotion 
to the Sacred Heart 

In the face of so many evils 
which today more than ever deeply 
disturb individuals, homes, nations 
and the whole world, where, vener- 
able brothers, is a remedy to be 
sought? 


175; P.L. XV; 1942. 


“° Cfr. St. Thomas Sum Theol. II-II, q. 34, a. 2: ed. Leon. tom. 8, 1895, p. 274. 
™ Mt. 24, 12. 
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Is there a devotion more excel- 
lent than that to the Sacred Heart 
of Jesus, one which is more in 
accord with the real nature of 
the Catholic faith or which better 
meets the needs of the Church and 
the human race today? What act 
of religion is nobler, more suitable, 
sweeter and more conducive to sal- 
vation, since this devotion is 
wholly directed to the love of God 
Himself? 12° 

Finally, what can bring the 
faithful to live the law of the Gos- 
pel more effectively than the love 
of Christ, which devotion to the 
Sacred Heart daily increases and 
fosters? 

If this law is rejected, is it pos- 
sible to have genuine peace among 
men? As the words of the Holy 
Ghost clearly teach, “The work of 
justice shall be peace.” 11° 


Source and standard 
of unity, salvation, peace 


Therefore, following the ex- 
ample of Our immediate Predeces- 
sor, We choose to address again 
to all Our beloved sons in Christ 
the words of admonition which Leo 
XIII of immortal memory spoke ‘to 
all the faithful at the end of the 
last century. We likewise address 
these words to all who have a gen- 
uine concern for their own salva- 
tion and that of civil society. ‘“Be- 
hold another most auspicious and 
divine standard presented to our 
view today: the Sacred Heart of 
Jesus gleaming with dazzling light 





surrounded by flames. In it all 
hopes must be placed, in it man’s 
salvation must be sought and 
looked for.” 1”° 

It is also Our most ardent desire 
that all who glory in the name of 
Christian and who zealously strive 
to establish the Kingdom of Christ 
on earth, consider devotion to the 
Heart of Jesus as the standard and 
the source of unity, salvation and 
peace. 


Does not detract from 
other devotions 


Nevertheless, let no one think 
that this devotion detracts any- 
thing from other devotions with 
which Christian people, under the 
leadership of the Church, honor 
the Divine Redeemer. 

On the contrary, ardent devo- 
tion to the Heart of Jesus will 
without doubt encourage and pro- 
mote devotion to the most holy 
Cross and love for the most august 
Sacrament of the altar. For We 
can definitely state a fact which the 
revelations made by Jesus Christ 
to St. Gertrude and St. Margaret 
Mary marvelously confirm: that no 
one ever fittingly loves Christ hang- 
ing on the cross but he to whom the 
mystical secrets of His Sacred 
Heart have been unfolded. 


The Eucharistic Heart of Jesus 


Nor will it be easy to grasp the 
force of that love by which Christ 
was impelled to give Himself as our 
spiritual food except by fostering 


™ Cfr. Enc. Miserentissimus Redemptor: Acta Apostolicae Sedis 20, 1928, p. 166. 
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™Enc. Annum Sacrum: Acta Leonis, vol. 19, 1900, p. 79; Miserentissimus Re- 
demptor: Acta Apostolicae Sedis 20, 1928, p. 167, 
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in a special way devotion to the 
Eucharistic Heart of Jesus. 


The purpose of this devotion, to 
use the words of Our Predecessor 
of happy memory, Leo XIII, is to 
recall to our minds “that supreme 
act of love by which Our Redeemer, 
pouring forth all the riches of His 
Heart, instituted the adorable sac- 
rament of the Eucharist to remain 
in our midst to the end of time.” 171 

For “not the smallest portion of 
His Heart is the Eucharist which 
He gave us from the overflowing 
love of His Heart.” 1”? 


A school of divine charity 


Finally, greatly impelled by the 
desire to set up a firm defence 
against the wicked machinations 
of the enemies of God and His 
Church, and at the same time to 
lead back domestic and civil society 
to the love of God and neighbor, 
We do not hesitate to state em- 
phatically that devotion to the 
Sacred Heart of Jesus is a most 
effective school of divine love. On 
this love must rest the Kingdom of 
God which is to be established in 
the souls of individuals, in families 
and in nations. 

As Our same Predecessor of 
blessed memory most. wisely 
teaches: “The kingdom of Jesus 
Christ draws its power and dis- 
tinctive characteristics from divine 
love; its foundation and chief doc- 
trine is to love holily and in proper 
order. From this it necessarily 





follows that we must fulfill obliga- 
tions faithfully, detract nothing 
from the rights of others, consider 
human matters inferior to divine 
and place love of God above every- 
thing else.” 178 


The Immaculate Heart of Mary 


That graces for the Christian 
family and for the whole human 
race may flow more abundantly 
from devotion to the Sacred Heart, 
let the faithful strive to join it 
closely with devotion to the Im- 
maculate Heart of the Mother of 
God. 

By the will of God, the most 
Blessed Virgin Mary was insepa- 
rably joined with Christ in accom- 
plishing the work of man’s re- 
demption, so that our salvation 
flows from the love of Jesus Christ 
and His sufferings, intimately 
united with the love and sorrows of 
His Mother. 

It is, then, highly fitting that 
after due homage has been paid 
to the Most Sacred Heart of Jesus, 
Christian people, who have ob- 
tained divine life from Christ 
through Mary, manifest for the 
most loving heart of our heavenly 
Mother similar affections of devo- 
tion, love and a spirit of gratitude 
and expiation. 

The memorable act of consecra- 
tion by which We Ourselves, in the 
most wise and loving dispositions 
of Divine Providence, solemnly 
dedicated the Church and the 
whole world to the Untainted Heart 


™ Litt. Apost. Quibus Archisodalitas a Corde Eucharistico Jesu ad S. Joachim de 
Urbe erigitur, February 17, 1903: Acta Leonis vol. 22, 1908, p. 307 sq.; cfr. Enc. 
Mirae caritatis May 22, 1902: Acta Leonis vol. 22, 1903, p. 116. 
™ St. Albert the Great De Eucharistia dist. 6, tr. 1, c. 1: Opera Omnia ed. Borgnet, 
vol. 38, Paris, 1890, p. 358. 
™ Enc. Tametsi: Acta Leonis vol. 20, 1900, p. 303. 
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of the Blessed Virgin Mary, is in 
perfect accord with devotion to the 
Sacred Heart.'** 


Centenary of the Feast 
of the Sacred Heart 


Since in the course of the pres- 
ent year, as previously mentioned, 
we are joyfully completing the first 
century since Our Predecessor of 
happy memory, Pius IX, ordered 
the celebration of the feast of the 
most Sacred Heart of Jesus 
throughout the entire Church, it is 
Our fervent desire, venerable 
brothers, that this centenary be 
solemnly celebrated by the faithful 
everywhere with public acts of 
adoration, thanksgiving and repa- 
ration to the Divine Heart of Jesus. 

With all the faithful united in 
bonds of love and common prayer, 
these festivals of Christian joy and 
piety will be celebrated with spe- 
cial religious fervor in that coun- 
try where by God’s special provi- 
dence the holy virgin who was the 
promoter and indefatigable herald 


. of this devotion was born. 


In the meantime, strengthened 
with joyous hope and in spirit al- 
ready anticipating the spiritual 





fruits which We are certain will 
grow abundantly in the Church 
from devotion to the Sacred Heart, 
if correctly understood according to 
Our explanation and zealously 
practiced, We humbly pray God 
lovingly to grant His grace for the 
fulfillment of Our most ardent 
desire. 

With God’s help may this year’s 
celebration increase from day to 
day the love of the faithful for the 
most Sacred Heart of Jesus. And 
may His kingdom, a kingdom “of 
truth and life, a kingdom of holi- 
ness and grace, a kingdom of jus- 
tice, love and peace,” ?* be ex- 
tended further to all in the whole 
world. 

As a pledge of these heavenly 
graces, We most lovingly impart to 
each of you, venerable brothers, to 
the clergy and people entrusted 
to your care, and in particular to 
those who zealously encourage and 
promote devotion to the Most 
Sacred Heart of Jesus, Our Apos- 
tolic Benediction. 

Given at Rome from St. Peter’s, 
May 15, 1956, in the eighteenth 
year of Our Pontificate. 

PIUS PP. XII 


™ Cfr. Acta Apostolicae Sedis 34, 1942, p. 345. sq. 
5 Roman Missal Preface of Jesus Christ the King. 
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A Prayer 


O SWEET Jesus, who, hidden under the Eucharistic veils, 
hears compassionately our humble petitions in order to present 
them at the throne of the Most High, receive graciously on this 
occasion the ardent aspirations of our hearts, which yearn to 
see Thee publicly and solemnly glorified in our forthcoming 
National Eucharistic Congress which shall be, as it were, a 
copious outpouring of a love, begotten, fostered and matured 
in the ardor of Thy love. 

Enlighten our minds, captivate our wills, strengthen our 
constancy and enkindle in our hearts the flame of a holy 
enthusiasm, so that, overcoming our pettiness and surmount- 
ing every difficulty we may know how fo render Thee a hom- 
age less unworthy of Thy grandeur and of Thy majesty and 
more adapted to cope with our anxieties and to realize our 
desires. 

Grant O Lord that this coming celebration may be a pledge 
of Thy triumph in the hearts of Thy sons of Salento and of 
all Italy, with the help of Thy grace and the sweet yoke of 
Thy will. 

Triumph O Lord in families by the purity of the sacred mar- 
riage bond, by the exemplification of Christian life sanctified 
by common prayer, by good example, by diligent cooperation 
of parents and the simple and loving docility of children. 

Triumph O King of Ages and of Nations, in public society, 
in morality and in legislation, in the humblest organizations as 
well as in the highest councils, in relations between the various 
classes, in the modest and peaceful village as well as in the 
proud and noisy city. 

And Thou O Mary, Queen of Heaven and of earth and 
most tender mother; you O angels, and saints, patrons of this 
city and of Italy and of Eucharistic Congresses, offer to the 
Heavenly Father our prayers enriched with thy petitions in 
order that the coming Congress may be for our beloved Italian — 
people the beginning of a happy era in which, after dissen- 
sions and hatreds have been overcome, old wounds healed 
once for all, grievances and offenses forgotten and all men 
reconciled, Christian concord, the charity of Christ, mutual 
brotherly love and peace may reign. Amen. 





Special prayer (O dolcissimo Gest) composed by Pope Pius XII for 
the then forthcoming Fifteenth National Eucharistic Congress in Lecce, 
Italy (April 29 to May 6, 1956). Italian text in Osservatore Romano, 
March 17, 1955. Translation by Rev. J. P. Christopher. 








Faith, Peace, and the Atom 


Easter Message of Pope Pius XIl to the Whole World 


Come desti 


WAKENED by the trium- 
phant trumpet-call of the 
risen Son of God, and radiant 

with His mystic splendor, you have 
come here, beloved sons and 
daughters, to join your Hosannas 
to the exultation of angel-choirs: 
Exsultet jam Angelica turba cael- 
orum (Praecon. Pasch.). Your 
powerful chorus of joy, now echo- 
ing through this holy place which 
is so rich in noble, inspiring Chris- 
tian memories, is a wonderful verse 
in the never-ending hymn which 
the Church has been singing to her 
divine King for two thousand years 
in His victory over death. 


A eall to faith 


Your Hosanna to the risen 
Christ has burst forth from hearts 
overflowing with joy because they 
have found light, security and life 
in Him. And it is only right and 
just that it should now go forth as 
a message of salvation to all the 
men of the earth to stir up new 
hopes in them. We want the cele- 
bration of Easter this year to be 
first of all a call to faith in Christ, 
directed to the peoples who, 
through no fault of their own, have 
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not yet come to know the salvific 
work of the Redeemer; to those 
who would like to see His name 
wiped out of the minds and hearts 
of men; and last of all, in particu- 
lar, to those souls with little faith 
who have been led astray by lying 
promises and are on their way to- 
ward exchanging the priceless val- 
ues of Christianity for those of a 
false earthly progress. May the 
hour come quickly when the whole 
earth will be enlightened by the 
splendor of the eternal King and 
will rejoice, as you do today, to 
feel free of the spiritual fog which 
is so thick at present: Totius orbis 
se sentiat amisisse caliginem (loc. 
cit.). 


Faith banishing fear 


But how can your message be 
convincing and inspiring, beloved 
sons of Rome and of the Catholic 
world, unless your own faith be 
sincere and firm, alive and active? 
You represent that “mankind with- 
out fear,” which lives in the midst 
of the world’s tempests and yet re- 
tains in the depths of its spirit a 
substantial serenity which is ready 
to face evil and disorder, and con- 
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quer it with good. What is the 
basis for your serenity? It is cer- 
tainly not, or at least not prin- 
cipally, any supposed omnipotence 
on man’s part; nor just the means 
of external progress or the grow- 
ing possibilities of organization he 
has at his disposal; nor even man’s 
ability to defend himself against 
the threats of nature and of other 
men. Serenity, which is the fruit 
of a firmly possessed sense of se- 
curity, is rooted principally in 
faith in Christ. If the fear which 
is so widespread throughout the 
human race has no place in your 
hearts, you owe it to that “nolite 
timere”: fear not! pronounced by 
Christ to His disciples for all time; 
you owe it to the certainty that as 
members of His Mystical Body you 
will be made sharers in His victory 
over the world; that is to say, over 
the kingdom of darkness, uncer- 
tainty, and death, which surrounds 
you. 


Victory in faith 


Faith is a light, a food and a 
shield for life. It is the banner 


upon which victory will smile in 
the spiritual combat which every 
Christian is called upon to wage, 
according to the explicit words of 
the Apostle St. John: “This is the 
victory that overcomes the world, 
our faith” (I Jo. 5, 4). 


True faith and its shadow 


And yet not every passing trace 
of faith has been assured of vic- 
tory. Rather it is promised to that 
faith which adores Christ crucified 
as the only-begotten Son of God 
who has risen and “ascended into 
heaven and sits at the right hand 
of God, whence He shall come 
again in glory to judge the living 
and the dead”; to that faith which 
is transformed into the works of 
full justice and the observance of 
the commandments and _ one’s 
duties; which, in a word, takes a 
concrete form in love of God, and, 
through Him and in Him, in love 
of our brethren, of all men and in 
particular of the poor and humble. 

On the other hand, we see noth- 
ing more than a shadow of faith, 
doomed to defeat, in that vague, 





Reported in Osservatore Romano, April 2-3, 1956. Italian text. Translation by 


Rev. Austin Vaughan. 


This annual Easter message was delivered by Pope Pius XII in the presence of 


hundreds of thousands of people who packed St. Peter's Square. Millions in 
Europe were able to see and hear the Holy Father on a special television hookup; 
millions more the world over heard the message on radio. 

During the half-hour before noon, an open-air Mass was offered on an altar 
erected before the basilica. As the noon hour approached, the Pontiff's white-clad 
figure appeared on the central balcony of the Vatican. The bells of St. Peter's 
pealed forth, bands played, and the crowd broke into tremendous cheers which 
lasted over three minutes. Then there was the deepest silence as the Holy Father 
spoke. After he had concluded and given the traditional blessing ‘‘urbi et orbi,"’ 
tens of thousands remained in the square. In response to their clamorous appeals, 
the Pope came fo the window of his study and blessed them once again. 
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somewhat flabby and empty feeling 
for Christianity which never gets 
past the threshold of persuasion 
in the mind and of love in the 
heart. This sort of faith is not 
made the basis or the crowning 
glory of public or private life; it 
sees in the Christian law merely a 
human ethics of solidarity and a 
kind of attitude that promotes 
work, technical progress, and ex- 
ternal well-being. Those who wave 
the deceitful banner of this vague 
Christianity are far from standing 
shoulder to shoulder with the 
Church in the immense struggle it 
is facing to protect eternal spirit- 
ual values for men of the present 
century; instead they increase the 
confusion and thus help the ene- 
mies of Christ. In particular, we 
might thus classify those Chris- 
tians who are deceived or terrified 
into cooperating in questionable 
systems of material progress which 
demand in return a renunciation 
of the supernatural principles of 
faith and of the natural rights of 
man. 


The Church: the rock of faith 


The Church is built on the living 
rock of faith, and it alone possesses 
this treasure in its entirety. It 
holds. the salvific banner of faith 
aloft in the midst of peoples so 
that, under its guidance, true and 
active believers may work out their 
common salvation. 


Courage and strength 


The Church has no fear of any- 
thing in the world or of the world, 
for at every instant it is living 
through the mystery of Easter 
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with its encouraging greeting and 
promise from the risen Redeemer: 
“Pax vobis” (Luke 24, 36): Peace 
be to you! With His almighty as- 
sistance, the Church, in the past, 
has not feared tyrants or the ob- 
stacles which were placed in the 
path of its blessed zeal, even in the 
field of civil conquests. And so, at 
the present moment, it feels within 
itself the courage and strength to 
face all of the thorny problems 
which beset humanity, like that of 
establishing a coexistence in truth, 
justice and love between peoples. 


Peace blocked by pessimism 


A firm trust is the indispensable 
condition for the triumph of peace. 
Its cause is certainly not helped by 
those who are easily shaken by the 
wind of a pessimism which is 
spread so artfully and finds expres- 
sion in the cheap phrase: ‘‘What’s 
the use?” Nor is it aided by those 
who close their eyes to the many 
achievements in the field of social 
and economic reform and to the 
gains which they themselves are 
enjoying, advantages which have 
often been bought with back-break- 
ing labor and in the face of almost 
insurmountable obstacles. They 
have eyes only for what is missing, 
for what has not yet been fully 
achieved, and they lend a ready 
ear to the suggestions of those who 
sow discontent. 


The tactics of the enemy 


A true friend of peace must 
know how to react to this kind of 
instigation. He must realize that 
it is these weak points of man— 
pessimism, avarice, envy and a 
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frenzy of unfounded criticism— 
which the enemies of peace use to 
plant the seeds of discord in souls. 
They use now one, now another of 
these passions, stirring them up, 
first threatening, then flattering, 
arguing here, striking a blow there. 
Today they glorify their own 
myths, tomorrow they condemn 
them. Today they stamp away in 
anger, tomorrow they return 
peacefully. One day they announce 
a new system, the next day they 
are back to the old. 


Dynamic peace 

On the other hand, dear children, 
it is important to note that real 
peace is not a kind of silence which 
resembles death, but rather a 
power and a vital dynamism. As a 
result, the higher the being which 
is involved and the more intense 
his activity, the deeper must be the 
harmony of peace; it is in no way 
opposed to any conquest in the 
realm of thought nor to any devel- 
opment of production and technical 
activities; instead it creates con- 
ditions which are best suited to 
progress in every kind of artistic, 
economic, political and scientific 
activity. 


Nuclear energy 


Everyone knows that sometimes 
rapid and powerful successes in 
the field of human conquest can 
actually create anxieties and fears 
in men since they put their indi- 
vidual and social lives in serious 
danger. Just think of what is go- 
ing on right now in the field of ap- 
plied nuclear energy, which is such 
a constant subject of discussion, 
study, hope and fear. 


For progress or destruction 


The peace-time use of this tre- 
mendous energy has been the sub- 
ject of long and detailed studies, 
which win Our blessing, along with 
the applause and approval of every 
honest soul and every civilized peo- 
ple. Its use for transportation that 
will bring about a much easier and 
more rapid exchange of raw ma- 
terials for distribution to all the 
members of the great human fam- 
ily; the application of radioactive 
isotopes to the study of biological 
facts, to the curing of serious ill- 
nesses, to the improvement of cer- 
tain industrial processes; the pro- 
duction of energy in atomic cen- 
ters; all are opening new and won- 
derful vistas in the history of man- 
kind. 

Still, everyone is aware that 
other uses more suited to destruc- 
tion and death are being sought 
and found. And what a death! 
Every day there is another sad step 
along this tragic road, another 
rush to arrive there alone, first, 
best. And the human race almost 
loses hope of the possibility of 
stopping this homicidal and sui- 
cidal madness. Terror and fear 
have grown with the coming of 
modern guided missiles which can 
travel enormous distances, carry- 
ing atomic arms, to bring about 
the total destruction of men and 
things. 


A prayer for peace 


In the hope that all peoples may 
stop this race toward the abyss, 
once again We raise Our voice and 
call down the light and strength of 
the risen Jesus on those who rule 
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over the destinies of nations. May 
this Easter be a message of faith 
and a message of peace to all men 
for whose temporal and eternal 
salvation Christ offered His life. 
May this twofold message reach all 
souls, bring them comfort and re- 
new their hopes. May they quickly 
bloom, like flowers opening out in 
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justice, and bring forth the sub- 
stantial fruit of full justice and 
fraternal agreement! 

These are the hopes We offer to 
the risen Son of God as Our prayer 
and yours, as We impart to you 
here present and to all Our beloved 
sons and daughters who are here 
in spirit, especially the poor and 


the warmth of Jesus, the sun of suffering, Our Apostolic Blessing. 


Sacrifice and triumph 


. . . Long life or short, triumph or apparent defeat, the solidity of rock or 
the fragility of a young mortal maid, are of little importance if one has a 
steadfast love of truth, a faith which will not weaken, a love for one's eternal 
home, a desire for peace, that eternal need of the human heart, and a thirst 
for that justice which will surely prevail at the moment fixed by history, the 
time of reconstruction, of rehabilitation, of resurrection. There is a necessary 
bond between sacrifice and triumph, humiliation and glory, the mystery of 
Calvary and the bright Easter dawn. Blessed are those people who remember 
her example; who defy the judgment of men when necessary, as Joan did with 
wonderful patience and unfailing serenity; who accept sacrifices as she did, 
fearlessly and forcefully; who are always faithful to their vocation, even in the 
most trying times. Joan of Arc is a model for all Christians in our time, a 
model of strong and effective faith, of obedience to a high mission, and of 
strength in the midst of trials... . 


The Cathedral of Rouen 


. . . We can follow it down the years, a living image of the people, the 
city and the province, partaking of their prosperity and of their sufferings. It 
was a book written in stone for your ancestors, where they read the truths 
of the Faith, discovered eagerly the great achievements of their fathers, ad- 
mired pure beauty put to the service of the highest ideal, learned to pray, 
felt the strength of brotherhood under its embracing arches. Its soaring lines 
showed them the way to heaven, and the grace of its massive weight taught 
them detachment from the world. Flames might redden the clear skies of 
Normandy, war might darken them with its clouds of destruction and despair, 
the sacrilegious abandon and excess of the Revolution might bring a gloomy 
night; but the cathedral stood always, it always found hands and hearts to 
give it new life, because it embodied immortal realities and because its 
foundations rested on the rock of a faith deeply felt and transformed into 
life itself, a faith which shaped the deepest inclinations of a whole people. ... 


—Pius XII. On the anniversary of St. Joan of Arc. June 25, 1956. 





Mankind's fundamental need 


.. . At times in the past, human society may have felt the need of realizing 
the supreme benefits of union and brotherhood; today it senses this need 
profoundly, even tragically. What a painful sight it is to behold the divisions 
which break and seem to dismember the living body of the human family 
into zones and sectors, groups and blocs, separated by what appear to be 
unbridgeable chasms. 

This would be sad enough in itself, but it is all the more so when these 
divisions separate and throw into opposition those who are brothers in two 
ways. For mere human brotherhood is superseded by a higher one based on 
unity of belief, faith in the same Redeemer and Lord Jesus Christ, recognized 
by all as the beginning of their salvation and the Master of their lives. 

Al|l the concrete conditions of human life combine to urge mankind to exert 
every effort to eliminate its more serious differences at least, and to assure 
peoples as well as single groups a way to live together and work together as 
brothers for the good of all. And yet, in every age, this basic objective has 
seemed to be the most difficult problem of history, even to the point of 
making some think that a solution to it lies beyond human powers. And per- 
haps this is so, if not in itself, at least by reason of the concrete circumstances 
in which the problem presents itself time after time. 

But here again the divine goodness has hurried to help man with infinite 
generosity, through the only-begotten Son of God made man and given as 
food to His creatures. Faith in the Eucharist, His constant presence, the 
mystical renewal of the sacrifice of Golgotha, physical and spiritual com- 
munion with the one Redeemer, Christ, does more than remind men of 
brotherly union and prepare them for it; it actually effects that union in the 
Mystical Body to which so many now belong, and of which all are called to 
be members. 

Faith and Eucharistic Communion are really the bond which God has given 
to men to restore the original unity of the human family, which was shattered 
by the first sin. Oh, how different would families, cities, nations, and the 
whole world be if all souls were to come often to this divine furnace 
of love. From that fire they would receive a spark which would enkindle in 
them a beneficial flame to destroy all impurity, cleanse all that is base, soothe 
all differences, burn out all selfishness and pride, bring new warmth to cold 
hearts and give them back the sincere beat of generous brotherly love. .. . 

No man, no idea, no common need or fear will ever succeed in bringing 
men the kind of stable and vital unity which faith and life in Christ can give 
and assure. If you want to contribute, then, insofar as it lies within your 
power, to bringing the world and the future the precious benefit which you 
enjoy at this moment, make everyone turn his glance and his heart toward the 
saving Divine Host and ask this grace: unity in charity. This is the fundamental 
need in the world today.... 


—Pius XII. To the Fifteenth Italian Eucharistic Congress, May 6, 1956. 

















The Church and Culture 


Address of Pope Pius XIl to the International 


Union of Archaeological Institutes 


C’est bien volontiers 


OST willingly, gentlemen, do 
we comply with your re- 
quest and grant this audi- 

ence to your association, the “In- 
ternational Union of the Institutes 
of Archaeology, History, and the 
History of Art in Rome,” on the 
occasion of the tenth anniversary 
of its establishment. We congratu- 
late you for the fortunate idea 
which led to its founding, and for 
the development which it has un- 
dergone during the past ten years. 
This union consists, as a matter of 
fact, of no less than twenty-one 
institutes, belonging to fourteen 
nations. It is a center where ques- 
tions are discussed which are of 
importance to them all. It extends 
effective financial support to enter- 
prises which independent institutes 
would find it difficult to carry out 
successfully, and it sustains them 
all by its moral authority. In short, 
it has become a center for the cul- 
tural undertakings and interests of 
these nations in Rome. 

We are duly pleased that such 
should be the case. We would also 
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like to express to you Our particu- 
lar satisfaction with the plan, 
which you have made known to 
Us, to republish on a more com- 
prehensive scale the Bibliotheca 
Historica Medii Aevi of the cele- 
brated Auguste Potthast. You 
know what valuable service that 
work renders among others to ec- 
clesiastical history for the period 
which runs from 500 to 1500. 


The Vatican: cultural and religious 


Last September, when We wel- 
comed the members of the Inter- 
national Congress of History, We 
told them that We did not in the 
least entertain the feeling that We 
were speaking to strangers or to 
foreigners. We experience that im- 
pression even more keenly at the 
present time: one could very 
nearly say, indeed, that the Vati- 
can, too, is an Institute of Arche. 
ology, History, and the History of 
Art, that is to say a cultural in- 
stitute. 

But, even if his residence, the 
Vatican, can take pride in being a 
focal spot of history and of art, 
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the Pope is the Head of a religious 
society, of a universal church. We 
see in that fact an invitation to 
profit by your presence here, gen- 
tlemen, to take up once again a 
question which We already had 
occasion to touch upon in the ad- 
dress to the historical congress 
just mentioned: We would like to 
set forth the position of the Catho- 
lic Church with regard to culture. 


Cultural development no criterion 
of religious values 


We asserted previously that the 
Catholic Church does not identify 
herself with any given culture. 
What is the basic reason for this 
stand? It stems in principle from 
the radical independence of reli- 
gion with respect to culture. The 
latter cannot be used as a criterion 
for the judging of religious values. 

Thus, the golden age of Greek 
culture, which lasted scarcely two 
centuries, enjoys a unique position 
in world history, and the people of 
Israel in Palestine did not make 
cultural contributions of compar- 
able merit. One cannot conclude 
anything from this, however, as 
regards the purity and nobility of 
the religious beliefs of these two 
peoples. Several centuries before 
the apogee of Hellenic culture, the 
people of Israel had expressed, in 
the Psalms and the Prophets, and 
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even, much earlier, in Deuteron- 
omy, their idea of God and of the 
moral foundations of human life 
with a clarity and a perfection 
which Hellenism never attained, 
even in its spiritual leaders, Soc- 
rates, Plato, and Aristotle. 

Does the flowering of Arabic 
culture in Spain at a time when, 
further to the north, Christian 
culture was in its early stages, 
elevating itself little by little 
through a laborious effort, prove 
that Islamism is superior to Chris- 
tianity? Arabian scholars have no 
doubt made it a point to reproach 
the Christians for their inferiority, 
but one must never judge a reli- 
gion by the cultural development 
of its adherents. 


The Church’s purely religious goal 


We have thus come back to our 
discussion of the Church. Her Di- 
vine Founder, Jesus Christ, gave 
her no mandate and established no 
objective of a cultural nature. The 
goal which Christ assigns to her 
is strictly religious; it is, in fact, 
the very synthesis of all that the 
idea of a single and absolutely true 
religion embodies: the Church 
should lead men to God, in order 
that they may give themselves 
wholeheartedly to Him and also 
find in Him perfect inner peace. 





Reported in Osservatore Romano, March 10, 1956. French text. Translation by 
John J. Conley. Additional bibliographic data may be found in The Pope Speaks 
(Spring-Summer 1956) vol. 3, p. 103. ‘ 

This was an address to the International Union of Archaeological Institutes. Al- 
most all the nations of Europe and the western hemisphere were represented at 
this audience. Among those present was Laurence P. Roberts, Director of the 
American Academy in Rome. 
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That is why Christ imparted to 
the Church all of His truth and 
grace. 


The popes and culture 


The Church can never lose sight 
of this exclusively religious, super- 
natural end. All her activities, 
down to the very last canon of her 
code, can take this direction only 
—to contribute, directly or indi- 
rectly, to this end. 

The popes of the fifteenth cen- 
tury, starting with Nicholas V, 
followed the cultural movement of 
the Renaissance with a great deal 
of interest. They did so, in the 
beginning at least, in order to 
hand on, as it were, that movement 
and keep it from going astray on 
paths foreign to Christian thought. 
But subsequent history raised the 
question whether, with time, the 
men of the Church did not suc- 
cumb to the charm of humanism 
to the extent of sacrificing to it 
in part their principal task, if it 
is true that as of that date, more 
specifically around 1500, the reli- 
gious meaning of life and that of 
the cross of Christ had to be force- 
fully restored. 

The conflict of religion and cul- 
ture at that exceedingly important 
moment of history helps to em- 
phasize the radical independence 
of the Church with reference to 
cultural endeavors and values. 


What mankind seeks in the Church 


One cannot, on the other hand, 
interpret the Church’s awareness 
of that independence as the fruit 
of a certain pessimism on her part 
relative to culture. People willingly 
did so in the nineteenth century 


and, as a result, brought about 
among Catholic scholars and pub- 
licists, as well as in every day life, 
an exaggerated insistence upon 
the Church’s sympathy for culture. 

Today, the material and spirit- 
ual devastation which two world 
wars and attendant consequences 
have visited upon humanity with- 
out any consideration whatsoever 
for countries of long standing cul- 
ture, has caused men to study the 
question with greater moderation 
and objectivity. One would hardly 
be so bold nowadays, as to accuse 
the Church of showing herself hos- 
tile to culture; the Church, never- 
theless, is convinced that mankind 
esteems and seeks in her, above all, 
her religious and moral resources. 
It is these, in truth, which deter- 
mine the Church’s attitude toward 
culture. 


Intimate relationship of culture to 
religion 

Nature and revelation, history 
and experience, all bear witness to 
the fact that cultural activity 
brings into play aptitudes which 
the Creator conferred on human 
nature, and executes an order 
which He expressly gave: “Fill the 
earth, and subdue it” (Gen. 1, 28). 

In the great civilizations that 
scientific research has revealed to 
us, culture was always organically 
bound up with religion. There 
has been no sound cultural evolu- 
tion without an approximate bal- 
ance between material progress 
and spiritual and moral progress. 

Every deviation in the evolution 
of culture can be traced to the 
wedge which has been driven be- 
tween these two factors. Never 
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has there been a people without 
religion. Irreligion always implies 
a will to separate oneself from 
religion, a negation, a rejection, 
never an original or an enduring 
intellectual position. Cultural de- 
cadence is customarily preceded by 
the downfall of religious life. 

If, then, religion, as We were 
saying, is radically independent of 
the forms and degrees of culture, 
any culture, in return, which de- 
sires to be authentic, firmly es- 
tablished, and durable, must of 
necessity seek an intimate relation- 
ship with religion. 


The perfect man 


Christianity and the Church tell 
Us what that relationship is: 
Christianity does not envisage as 
its goal a pure spiritualism, which 
would be inhuman. The perfect 
Christian is also a perfect man, for 
no one was more fully a man than 
the Man-God, Jesus Christ Him- 
self. 

The total gift of oneself to God 
is unquestionably a spiritual act; 
but it must be validated in the 
reality of human life, over a period 
of hours, days, and years. 

Neither does Christianity recog- 
nize any domain in the universe 
which God could not enter. The 
Church has rejected any form of 
Manichean dualism: “Brethren,” 
says the Apostle Paul, “whatever 
things are true, whatever honor- 
able, whatever just, whatever holy, 
whatever lovable, whatever of good 
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repute, if there be any virtue, if 
anything worthy of praise, think 
upon these things” (Phil. 4, 8). 
And he speaks his mind even more 
clearly, in the well-known, classic 
formula: “For all things are yours 
... and you are Christ’s and Christ 
is God’s” (1 Cor. 3, 22-23). 


Man and the things of this world 


There has recently been restored 
to the Summa Contra Gentiles (lib. 
III, cap. 112) of the great Thomas 
Aquinas a section which was miss- 
ing, or to be found therein only 
in a corrupt form. Its authenticity 
can be proved thanks to the saint’s 
autograph, which has been pre- 
served, and the correct text ap- 
peared in the Leonine edition of 
his works (t. XIV, a. 1924, pag. 
356). 

St. Thomas deals in this passage 
with divine providence; in the re- 
strained, yet clear and at the same 
time profound language of scholas- 
ticism, he expresses in these words 
the same idea as the Apostle: 
“. . . ipsa conditio intellectualis na- 
turae, secundum quam est domina 
sui actus, providentiae curam re- 
quirit qua sibi propter se pro- 
videatur: aliorum vero conditio, 
quae non habent dominium sui 
actus, hoc indicat, quod eis non 
propter ipsa cura impendatur, sed 
velut ad alia ordinatis” ;! and, so, 
too, further on: “Constat autem 
... finem ultimum universi Deum 
esse, quem sola intellectualis na- 
tura consequitur in seipso, eum 
scilicet cognoscendo et amando... 


1“The very condition of the rational creature, in that it has dominion over its 
actions, requires that the care of providence should be bestowed on it for its own 
sake: whereas the condition of other things that have not dominion over their actions 
shows that they are cared for, not for their own sake, but as being directed to other 
things.”—-English Dominican Fathers’ translation, pp. 88, 89. 
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Sola igitur intellectualis natura est 
propter se quaesita in universo, 
alia autem omnia propter ipsam.” ” 


St. Thomas on culture 


This position carries with it the 
outright rejection of a culture re- 
stricted to temporal elements alone, 
or purely materialistic. In opposi- 
tion to contemporary philosophical 
currents, let us note, he refrains, 
here and in the following chapters, 
from granting to history an exag- 
gerated importance and that abso- 
lute character according to which, 
in the fixed and irrevocable course 
of events, man would have his role 
to play, but would find himself im- 
potent and inert with respect to the 
drama which unfolds on the uni- 
versal stage; the natural conse- 
quence of a conception of culture 
which does not look upon God as 
the basis for man’s primacy over 
all other beings. 

On the other hand, one does not 
find in the position of St. Thomas 
any condemnation of the world, 
but the joyful acceptance thereof 
oriented toward God. In several 
sections of his works, Thomas ap- 
plies his principle to the different 
realms of creation, even to the ex- 
tent of establishing norms for the 
dance (cfr. S. Thomae Aquin. In 
Isaiam Proph. Expos. cap. 3 in 
fin). 

Generally speaking, the philos- 
ophy of culture which emanates 
from his works as a whole is so 
perfectly balanced that it rises al- 
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most in its entirety above the con- 
ditions of the thirteenth century 
and the Middle Ages and takes on 
a definitive value. 


The cultural activity of the Church 


In his philosophy of culture, as 
in the greater part of his doctrine, 
Thomas Aquinas interprets the 
sentiment of the Church from its 
beginning and for all time. That 
by its presence alone and its reli- 
gious action the Church should 
have influenced the culture of hu- 
manity was, then, inevitable. As a 
matter of fact, even if one con- 
siders that the application of prin- 
ciples and ideals to reality suffers 
constantly and on all sides from 
human weakness, the cultural ac- 
tivity of the Church has proved 
itself to be extensive and fruitful, 
and that in a twofold manner. 

First of all, the Church herself 
is a living and visible organism, 
and the works which she has ac- 
complished in order to fulfill her 
mission proper—thus, for example, 
the glorification of God, particu- 
larly through the offering of the 
Holy Sacrifice of the Mass; the 
teaching of Christian civilization 
to various peoples of the world; 
charitable and social attainments 
—have shown themselves at the 
same time, and so to speak on a 
self-evident basis, to be important 
cultural contributions, often of the 
highest order. An exposition of the 
paintings of Fra Angelico was or- 
ganized last year: did not those 
who attended it experience the 


* “Now, it is clear ... that God is the last end of the universe, Whom the intellec- 
tual nature alone obtains in Himself, namely by knowing and loving Him... . 
Therefore the intellectual nature alone is requisite for its own sake in the universe, 
and all others for its sake.”—English Dominican Fathers’ translation, pp. 89, 90. 
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completely natural feeling that 
they were witnessing a truly su- 
perior cultural achievement? Fra 
Angelico created those works, how- 
ever, for the glory of God and to 
help men to rise up to Him. The 
Church does not lack for other 
such treasures, but she does not 
look upon them as essential. 


Ecclesiastical scholarship 


We should at this point say 
something about ecclesiastical 
scholarship, that is to say, that 
which the Church herself has cul- 
tivated and is still cultivating in 
order to understand more fully the 
Christian faith and its foundations. 
Her representatives in that field 
produced, at the time of the theo- 
logical struggles which took place 
from the fourth to the eighth cen- 
tury, in the twelfth and thirteenth, 
and in the sixteenth and seven- 
teenth centuries, eminent works, 
worthy of the most distinguished 
accomplishments of the human 
mind for their fine and penetrating 
analysis of concepts and the pre- 
cision, depth and scope of their 
thought and reasoning. She did 
thereby take part in cultural enter- 
prise, and We feel certain that in- 
tellectual history will substantiate 
Our opinion. 


The impact of Christian principles 


Then, too, the Church has since 
the time of its inception instilled 
in humanity definite principles 
which, little by little, silently and 
unobtrusively, but in an all the 
more permanent manner, in- 
fluenced cultural life and modified 
it profoundly from within. Let us 
single out in particular the follow- 
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ing: the orientation of all human 
existence toward a personal God, 
before Whom man stands as a child 
before his father; respect for the 
personal dignity of the individual: 
men are all equal insofar as na- 
ture, origin, and destiny are con- 
cerned, without distinction of caste 
or of nationality; they are all 
brothers and sisters in Jesus 
Christ; likewise, the union of men 
among themselves and the estab- 
lishment of social life, not as a 
result of the instinctive impulses 
of the masses or through the will 
of a dictator, but under the in- 
fluence of Christ. One could also 
include due consideration of man- 
ual labor, compatible with the dig- 
nity of free man. 


Suppression of slavery 


It is thus, let us add in passing, 
that the ancient practice of slavery 
was cut down at its roots long be- 
fore it was possible to suppress it 
as an economic and social institu- 
tion. Read the brief letter of the 
Apostle Paul to Philemon. Con- 
sidered from this point of view, it 
is a cultural document of primary 
importance. 


Civil and spiritual 


Mention should be made as well 
of the Christian doctrine of the 
state and public power: they pro- 
ceed from God, hence are binding 
in conscience, but those whose task 
it is to discharge duties related 
thereto must also assume respon- 
sibility for them before the Lord; 
a spiritual jurisdiction independ- 
ent of civil authority, the purpose 
of which is to determine whether 
human laws are in accord with 
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divine law; the right of private 
property conceived of as an inher- 
ent part of personal dignity, as a 
moral prerogative which is valid 
in the eyes of God and one’s fellow 
man and condemns any sort of il- 
, legitimate exploitation; and, fi- 
nally, the call for indissoluble 
monogamous marriage, and a type 
of purity which pervades the in- 
nermost recesses of the mind and 
will. 


The soul of western culture 


The Church which brought about 
the triumph of these principles did 
in so doing contribute to the devel- 
opment of Western culture. His- 
tory is correct when it affirms that 
this culture prolonged the Roman 
culture of the Late Empire, to 
which were adjoined Germanic cul- 
tural elements. It did, therefore, 
draw upon all of antiquity and the 
Germanic world for its inheri- 
tance. Its soul, nevertheless, is a 
reflection of the Christian prin- 
ciples which the Church trans- 
mitted to it and has perpetuated. 
Thus Western culture will continue 
to exist and to prosper in the same 
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proportion as it remains faithful 
to them, as long as it does not lose 
its soul. 

In Our encyclical, “Evangelii 
praecones,” of June 2, 1951, We de- 
clared: “Illam Ecclesia, inde ab 
origine ad nostram usque aetatem, 
sapientissimam normam semper 
secuta est, qua quidquid boni, quid- 
quid honesti ac pulchri variae 
gentes e propria cuiusque sua in- 
dole e suoque ingenio habent, id 
Evangelium, quod amplexae sint, 
non destruat neque restinguat” 
(Acta Ap. Sedis, vol. XLIII, a. 
1951, pag. 521), and We then 
went on to explain that passage. 
But the Church will cause the 
spirit of any Christian culture to 
pass, so to speak, spontaneously 
into the minds and hearts of peo- 
ples among whom she exists and 
labors, insofar as they had not yet 
shared in it after the manner of 
the anima naturaliter christiana. 

It is with these thoughts in mind 
that We wholeheartedly beseech 
for you divine blessings, and ex- 
press the wish that you may re- 
ceive them in abundance. 


*“The Church from the beginning down to our own time has always followed this 
wise practice: let not the Gospel on being introduced into any new land destroy or 
extinguish whatever its people possess that is naturally good, just or beautiful.”— 


From the Vatican Press Office translation. 
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Books, Publishers, and the Public 


Address of Pope Pius XII to the Fourteenth Congress 


of the International Union of Publishers 


Votre visite 


OUR visit at the close of the 

14th congress of the Interna- 

tional Union of Publishers, 
gentlemen, gives Us an opportunity 
to salute the illustrious profes- 
sional association to which you be- 
long and to express once again the 
interest the Church has always 
taken in books. 

Is not the Church herself the 
guardian and interpreter of a 
unique Book, which is the moving 
testament of God’s love for men? 
How much marvelous work has 
been inspired during recent and 
past centuries of editing, inter- 
preting and illustrating the Bible! 
None of you, gentlemen, is un- 
aware of this. Many of you have 
even had a noble part in this world- 
wide collaboration on the Sacred 
Book. 

In a more general way, the 
Church has always deemed worthy 
of praise whoever gives men ac- 
cess to truth, beauty and goodness, 
to that immense domain opened to 
the freedom and genius of mankind 
by the munificence of the Creator. 
Publishers of good books have 
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played a prominent role in this 
work of enlightenment. 


Objectionable books 


We have noted with interest that 
your program included a statement 
concerning harmful and obscene 
literature. This subject, We under- 
stand, was approached from a legal 
and professional point of view, 
since shameless literature consti- 
tutes unfair competition against 
which effective and worldwide 
legal barriers must be raised. 

We believe you would like to 
know the reasons why We so 
greatly desire action to be taken 
along these lines. 

These reasons derive from the 
great importance of books and the 
way in which they affect people’s 
minds. 

More explicit and readily assim- 
ilated than plastic art, books con- 
stitute one of the principal vehicles 
for ideas in modern civilization. 


A child’s first books 


Even before going to school, a 
child looks at picture books whose 
memory will be with him for the 
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rest of his life. There is good rea- 
son to take great interest in the 
first influences to which a child is 
subjected. The influence of books 
is not the least of these. God grant 
that the child’s clear eyes may be 
fixed on beautiful pictures and that 
his imagination and memory may 
be nourished by beautiful stories 
adapted without any foolishness to 
the freshness of his soul. And 
rather than offering him fantasies, 
which are sometimes ridiculous, 
why not illustrate for him and 
comment on some of the marvelous 
stories of that treasure of human- 
ity and poetry, the Bible? 


Students 


The school child is nourished on 
textbooks. This is one of the 
branches of publishing in which 
the greatest taste, knowledge and 
ingenuity have been displayed. 
Happy are the children who from 
their earliest years have had at 
their disposal well written, well 
printed and well illustrated books. 
Happy, that is, provided the truth 
is everpresent and always re- 
spected, as well as the delicacy of 
their consciences and the capacity 
of their intellects, according to the 
well known maxim: “Maxima 
debetur puero reverentia.” + 

When students tackle texts in 
their entirety, they should not do 
so without selection and guidance, 
since they are not yet fully trained. 
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Restrictions on adults 


Adults themselves must not sup- 
pose that everything is permitted. 
Even if their faith did not make 
it a duty for them to acknowledge 
the maternal intervention of -the 
Church in the matter, the natural 
law would forbid them, without 
proportionately grave reasons, to 
subject themselves to the scenes of 
vice which give certain works their 
unfortunate appeal. 

The prospective buyer often 
finds himself before a display (of 
books) as if they were any other 
sort of merchandise. He must 
choose by chance, according to the 
title, the promise of the jacket 
blurb, the name of the series, the 
author’s name or sometimes that 
of the publisher, for there are, 
thank God, some publishing houses 
which print noth*ag that is not 
guaranteed and certain. But, in 
general, the reader does not know 
the author’s intentions. And the 
latter, whether he wants to please 
or persuade, employs a subtle art 
which his partner (the reader) 
cannot always recognize, judge or 
control. 

This cannot be excused by say- 
ing that the reader is free. Most 
often the contest is not equal, espe- 
cially if the author’s tactics are 
not completely fair. 





Reported in Osservatore Romano, June 11-12, 1956. French text. Except for 
two brief passages, the translation is that released by N.C.W.C. News Service. 

This was an address to the Fourteenth Congress of the International Union of 
Publishers which met this June in Rome and Florence. 








Books 


Literary narcotics 


It is the same with certain liter- 
ature as with drugs, trading in 
which is rightly forbidden by the 
severest legal penalties: the dan- 
gerous and artificial excitement 
which such literature provokes, be- 
fogs, and sometimes even totally 
paralyzes the higher faculties so 
that it results in a permanent dis- 
order, an artificial need of a pas- 
sionate character, which sometimes 
amounts to true insanity. 


If there are cases in the practice 
of medicine when the use of a 
dangerous remedy is permissible, it 
should be used solely on the respon- 
sibility of the physician. The same 
thing applies to books which are 
not meant for everyone or which 
are dangerous for everyone, with 
this difference however, that every 
man has a natural inclination to 
evil against which his conscience 
obliges him to fight ceaselessly and 
to maintain his guard. 


The indelible effect of reading 


In order to understand the intel- 
lectual and moral consequences of 


simple reading, it is important to, 


take into account the mystery that 
surrounds the progress and secret 
activity of ideas and images in the 
soul. Apparent forgetfulness may 
be an illusion. Whatever has once 
been registered on the mind re- 
mains like a ferment of life and 
death, and can be the origin of a 
new taste for spiritual values as 
well as the point of departure to- 
wards inner corruption and deep 
injury. 
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Respect for the reader on the 
one hand and for truth and moral- 
ity on the other imposes on pub- 
lishers the grave duty of weighing 
their responsibility when they 
place before the public, using mod- 
ern methods of exercising pressure 
on public opinion, a work capable 
of influencing minds. Not only 
masterpieces have a wide circula- 
tion. There are also all those works 
which cater to the often unrecog- 
nized and unacknowledged desires 
of the crowd. An unscrupulous 
salesman can exploit such works. 
A man of honor will guard him- 
self against them courageously. 


Discover the public’s needs 


There also exists a positive work 
to be done and We know that some 
healthy and worthwhile beginnings 
have been crowned with success. 
Publishers can be among the 
sources of social, intellectual and 
spiritual movements, and certain 
items on their publication lists, so 
widespread at the present time, are 
ranked like an army in the display 
windows of bookshops and librar- 
ies. They are ranked like a peace- 
ful army, an army which seeks to 
serve men, in contrast to others 
which seek only to exploit men and 
which end in dishonoring them. 

The greatest originality a pub- 
lisher could show would doubtless 
be to discover what the public 
needs most in the domain of the 
true, the good and the beautiful, 
to discover and encourage the tal- 
ents capable of answering this 
great appeal of souls and, finally, 
to satisfy it by giving them in the 


*“The highest respect is owed to the child” Juvenal, Satires 14, 47.—Ed. 
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most attractive and solid form the 
spiritual nourishment which lasts 
forever. 

This, We hope, is your ideal. Be- 
cause We are convinced of the 
great importance of your activities, 
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We pray Almighty God to help you 
attain it. With this intention We 
grant to all of you here present, to 
your families and to all who are 
dear to you, Our Apostolic Bless- 
ing. 


Eternal Rome 


. . » You will not be satisfied finding in Rome only the manifold treasures 
of Art and Science and Philosophy. If Rome is eternal, as the ancient poets 
sang and the story of the rise and fall of an empire, of persecution, sack and 
resurgence only confirms, it is because she has been the depositary of eternal 
verities, heir to a culture which, permeated and transformed by the teachings 
of Christ and by the power of His Cross carried over mountain and plain into 
the homes of prince and peasant alike, fixed for the peoples of the West their 
concept of law, their social customs and the basis of their institutions. This 
culture, that recognizes man's place in the universe, his origin and destiny, 
his rights and his responsibilities, gives a meaning and a finality to the en- 
deavours and accomplishments of his intellectual and moral powers. From it 
flowed the inspiration that gave the world a Chartres and a Cologne, a Dante 
and the Poor Man of Assisi, a Raphael and Michael Angelo, a Palestrina and 
Lasso and a host of other giants in the world of culture, who have added 
lustre to the pages of the history of western civilization. Your investigations 
and studies have brought you into intimate, one might almost say personal 
contact with them, and long familiarity will disclose the secret of the love of 
Truth and Beauty and the power to give them expression. The culture they 
represent belongs to the world... . 

—Pius XII. To the American Commitee on Cultural Relations with 
Italy. May 18, 1956. 


. . . After having given to the Latin countries the juridical structure on 
which to a great extent their common institutions still rest, after having nur- 
tured and propagated both ancient and Renaissance humanism, Rome pre- 
serves an uncontested moral preeminence in the modern world which is 
shaken by so many convulsions. And has it not established in human relation- 
ships a new spirit unknown to pagan antiquity? The principle of a universal 
brotherhood based on the fundamental community of a single God-given 
nature and a single destiny directed toward Him, a new leaven brought in 
by Christianity, was to provoke a happy evolution of customs and social 
structures. Today, unfortunately, cut from its roots and turned aside from 
its first direction, this principle is invoked to buttress materialistic doctrines 
which tend in reality to accentuate the causes of division and opposition 
among men.... 


—Pius XII. On the “twin city" movement. April 10, 1956. 























The Farmer's Three Duties 


Address of Pope Pius XIl to the Confederation 
of Italian Tenant Farmers 


Vi siamo grati 


E are grateful to you, be- 
loved sons and daughters 
of the Confederation of 

Tenant Farmers, for having come 
to extend to Us the consolation of 
your filial devotion at this lovely 
season of the year, when spring 
with its gentle breezes is beginning 
to mantle your beautiful country- 
sides with fresh verdure as a wel- 
come change from the trials of a 
severe winter. 

We are happy during this your 
tenth Congress to accede to your 
wish that We should, so to speak, 
put the seal of Our approval on 
your aspirations and resolutions by 
giving you a brief exhortation and 
imparting to you Our blessing. We 
are deeply persuaded of the high 
merits of your vocation, of its ever 
increasing importance in the bosom 
of society to which it makes incom- 
parable contributions both in the 
economic and moral spheres. 

Most opportunely your Confed- 
eration for some ten years now 
has been multiplying its activities 
in order to assure to farmworkers 
a recognition of their just rights, 


169 


April 11, 1956 


and at the same time to promote 
among them the observance of 
their obligations, deriving both 
rights and duties from Christian 
social principles. If one examines 
the aims and purposes as set forth 
by your association, one will read- 
ily discover the intention of its di- 
rectors to seek their inspiration in 
those principles and a firm resolu- 
tion to respect those human and 
social values which the Church de- 
fends and promotes in the world of 
labor. 


The sure touchstone 


All this is a source of consolation 
to Us and gives you the assurance 
of being on the right path, a path 
not always recognized or followed 
by all. 

To farmers as well as to all 
working people suggestions and 
programs of all sorts are being 
continually offered; as a result, 
their ideas become confused and in 
consequence they are often unable 
to distinguish between what is just 
and what is unjust, between their 
rights and avarice, between free- 
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dom and slavery; in a word, be- 
tween their real good and the ruin 
of the community. 

How will you be able to escape 
from such insidious attacks and 
distinguish truth from falsehood? 
There is only one way; it is by as- 
certaining whether these programs 
are in accord with or in opposition 
to the principles of Christian social 
teaching. 

This is in fact the sure touch- 
stone, and it merits the full confi- 
dence of the honest workingman, 
since it is the result of the fullest 
vision of reality; it is based on the 
eternal order established by God, 
and manifested in nature; it is de- 
signed to safeguard the dignity of 
the human person, which is the 
beginning and the end of relations 
between men; it is not restricted 
to the unilateral interests of a 
single class; it respects the just 
hierarchy of values; it does not 
sacrifice one good for another, but 
tends to harmonize them all in 
justice and in charity. 

Accordingly, while you are af- 
firming your rights, setting forth 
your needs, and perfecting the pro- 
grams of your social class, strive 
to keep close to the spirit of the 
Church’s teaching. From it you 
can learn what your duties are as 
well as your rights in a well or- 
dered society. 
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Society and the farmer 


It is not Our business to define 
the particular provisions that so- 
ciety ought to adopt in order to 
fulfill its obligation of coming to 
the assistance of the rural popula- 
tion. Nevertheless, it seems to Us 
that the aims pursued by your Con- 
federation are in accordance with 
the duties which society has to- 
wards you. 

Such are, for example, the wider 
diffusion of agricultural ownership 
and its productive development; 
the placing of farmers who are not 
property owners in the position of 
salaried employees working under 
contract with an income sufficient 
to insure their stability on the 
lands cultivated by them and to 
facilitate their rise to full property 
rights, preserving, of course, the 
regard due to productivity, to the 
rights of the owners and above all 
to their investments; encouraging 
them with concrete assistance to 
improve their method of cultivat- 
ing the soil and their patrimony of 
livestock in such a way that it will 
increase their income as well as the 
prosperity of the nation; by pro- 
moting in their favor those forms 
of assistance and insurance which 
are common among other groups 
of laborers, but administered ac- 
cording to the special conditions 
of the farmer; promoting the tech- 





Reported in Osservatore Romano, April 13, 1956. Italian text. Translated by 
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Forty thousand farmers packed St. Peter's Basilica to hear this address of Pope 
Pius XII to the Confederation of Italian Tenant Farmers. The Holy Father discussed 
the duties which are associated with the three phases of the farmer's life: his toil 
in the fields, his role in society, his life as a Christian. 
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nical training, especially of the 
young men, in keeping with mod- 
ern and rational methods which 
are in continual progress; and, 
finally, taking pains to remove the 
acute difference between agricul- 
tural and industrial income, which 
is the cause of the abandonment of 
the countryside to the great dis- 
advantage of an economy which in 
a country like yours, is based in 
large part upon agricultural pro- 
duction. 

To these duties of society in your 
behalf, we may add those which 
derive from the particular condi- 
tions which prevail in your coun- 
try districts, which are not yet suf- 
ficiently provided here and there 
with adequate housing, with roads, 
with schools, with aqueducts, with 
electric power, with visiting doc- 
tors. 


Patience and moderation 


Very well, then, your right to 
_ask the nation for these and other 
services is admitted, but you must 
not forget your obligation not to 
ask for them without taking ac- 
count of what the nation can 
actually do, or with the impatience 
of those who regard the State as 
the mere servant of individuals or 
of particular classes. All this will 
show you the spirit and the letter 
of Christian social teaching, which 
you have adopted as the rule of 
your association and to which your 
directors intend to hold fast in 
their efforts to improve your con- 
ditions. 
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The farmer’s personal duties 


But while you are waiting for 
the desires and resolutions which 
you have expressed during the 
days of this present Congress to 
become realities, it is up to you to 
undertake or to continue your per- 
sonal duty of cultivating your- 
selves, as laborers, as members of 
society, and as sons of God. We 
should like to say a few words on 
each of these three duties. 


I. CULTIVATE YOURSELVES AS 
LABORERS 


It.is commonly said that “nature 
does everything” in the fields. This 
is true if one attributes to the 
marvelous power of nature the 
miracle of germination, growth, 
and maturity, which no power or 
art of man can reproduce or re- 
place. But nature waits to be as- 
sisted and directed by the intelli- 
gence and hands of men in unfold- 
ing its almost unlimited energy to 
the advantage of mankind. 


Cooperators with God 


The work of the farmer, there- 
fore, is a kind of cooperation with 
the creative work of God, and is 
thus a source of great honor to 
him who accomplishes it. Now the 
more this cooperation ‘shows itself 
to be intelligent, assiduous, and 
vigilant, the more prompt will na- 
ture be to make a generous re- 
sponse to human effort. 

Modern techniques 

You are aware that modern 

science has discovered and is con- 


stantly opening up new methods of 
reinforcing man’s collaboration 


*Perhaps a nearer American equivalent to the Italian coltivatori diretti would be 


“share-croppers”. 
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with nature, with a view to exploit- 
ing its resources more intelligently. 
It is necessary that you should 
know, study, and apply the meth- 
ods suggested by science. This im- 
plies the abandonment of primitive 
systems of trial and error, which 
constitute not only a waste of 
human energy, but a serious loss of 
results, the more deplorable where, 
as is the case among you, the land 
is inadequate for the number of its 
inhabitants. The farmer of today 
can no longer be satisfied with so- 
called patriarchal methods; he 
must acquire technical knowledge 
of his profession, and with confi- 
dence allow himself to be guided 
by those who recognize in agricul- 
ture a science and an art. 


And professional training 


Above all, the young must be en- 
couraged to acquire a modern pro- 
fessional training, by being pro- 
vided with time and means for it. 
In this your Confederation will as- 
sist, for it has already made for- 
ward looking arrangements to pre- 
pare rural youth adequately for 
their technical, economic, and 
social responsibilities, and thus 
make them capable leaders of farm 
groups. 


II. CULTIVATE YOURSELVES AS 
MEMBERS OF SOCIETY 


The life of the farmer, being 
somewhat isolated, might lead you 
to think that you are strangers to 
the real work of the nation, and 
also, perhaps, as being in a posi- 
tion inferior to that of other citi- 
zens. There could be no greater 
mistake. The agricultural com- 
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munity, especially in Italy, has 
been and is the very basis of the 
national life, whether one consid- 
ers its important contribution in 
the economic sphere, or the whole- 
someness, vigor, and sound moral- 
ity by which it is distinguished. 
Italian rural families have always 
given and still give to the nation, 
not less than to the Church, count- 
less saints and famous scientists, 
artists, political leaders and pa- 
triots; thus demonstrating that 
they still continue to be the good 
sap of the mighty tree. 


Perservere in this splendid tra- 
dition; be convinced, moreover, 
that your ordinary contribution to 
social life consists in improving the 
output of your labor, in being care- 
ful not to be led astray by the dis- 
ruptive forces that are desirous of 
drawing you into their orbit, and 
in taking an active interest, by 
means of sound political activity, 
in seeing to it that the community, 
at the center as well as in the peri- 
phery, is guided and ruled by men 
who are honest by every test. 


City and country 


And here We should like to add 
a special word to the young people 
who are so frequently tempted to 
abandon the countryside by a de- 
ceptive dream of an easier life in 
the cities. 

The echoes, dear young people, 
that come to you from the large 
cities, by means of the press, the 
radio, the television, and _ the 
cinema, have a tendency to obscure 
your vision of reality. Quite differ- 
ent is the life described in the glow 
of diverting artifice from the ac- 
tual everyday existence in the city. 
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The law of compensation holds in 
every respect when you compare 
the advantages of urban life with 
those of the country. The high 
wages in the city are decimated by 
the easy opportunities of spending; 
the spectacular amusements are 
not worth the loss of serene hours 
spent in a peaceful family circle; 
nor do abundant conveniences com- 
pensate one for the loss of inde- 
pendence, of health, of security for 
the future, which are the preroga- 
tives of life in the country. 

The praise which has always and 
everywhere been bestowed upon 
country life is not without founda- 
tion. In any case, it will depend 
upon your own wisdom to make the 
right choice; but if you feel that 
you must change your occupation, 
take care not to base your choice 
on glittering and empty appear- 
ances. 


III. FINALLY, CULTIVATE 
YOURSELVES RELIGIOUSLY 


It is commonly said that the 
farmer is nearer to God because 
he assists, as it were, hour by hour, 
in the marvels of God’s providence. 
However, it may happen that the 
farmer’s unending work, lack of 
facilities, and even distance from 
church prevent the religious seed 
planted in his heart from germi- 
nating and ripening into fruits of 
instruction, of religious practices, 
and of genuine sanctity, for even 
this is quite possible. 


Christian depository 

For her part, the Church has 
never neglected this chosen portion 
of Christ’s flock, but has sent zeal- 
ous priests to establish themselves 
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in the rural districts and to attend 
to their spiritual needs. In con- 
trast to the early ages of Christian- 
ity, the rural population has thus 
remained down to our own day a 
sort of depository of the genuine 
Christian tradition. 

But at present the new condi- 
tions of rural life have raised not 
a few problems, spiritual as well as 
material; their solution must be 
taken to heart not only by the 
priest but also by the farmer and 
the entire community of citizens. 


Under the priest’s guidance 


Now what is your prime duty 
in all this? Keep yourselves in 
close contact with your priests. 
God became visible in His only- 
begotten Son Who in His turn con- 
tinues to “dwell among us” in the 
eternal priesthood of the Church. 
The priest is the way to Christ, the 
dispenser of the means of sanctifi- 
cation, and the authoritative herald 
of the Gospel of Christ. If you are 
docile to his teachings, his advice, 
his invitations, you will find in him 
pastures of salvation for the soul 
athirst for truth and grace, and in 
your daily labors you will find him 
a father and a brother solicitous 
for your true good. 


The good shepherd 


Shorten the distance, then, that 
separates you from him; break the 
ice of frigid hostility if it exists, 
and enter into cordial relations 
with him. Dismiss your suspicions 
of him; these have usually been 
spread about for a purpose. If you 
show yourselves worthy of his 
sacred ministry, he will not fail to 
shine before your eyes as the living 
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image of the good shepherd spoken 
of by Our Lord. 

In a word, it would be Our wish 
that you respect him, that you 
listen to him, that you obey him 
with the same filial sentiments that 
glow in your hearts at this very 
moment as you look upon Our hum- 
ble person. 

In that case, Our heart will no 
longer tremble with fear that the 
ravening wolf, always on the 
prowl, will succeed in bringing 
about the ruin of your souls, so 
dear to Us and for which our Di- 
vine Redeemer shed His Precious 
Blood. 


Work and pray 


You will return, dear sons, to 
your fertile countrysides and their 
pleasant hills which are marked 
with the impress of your persever- 
ing toil, to continue your mission 
as workers, as citizens, as Chris- 
tians. May God go with you and 
remain ever near you, in your 


To the teaching brother 
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homes and in your fields, during 
labor and repose; may His law 
have the highest place in your 
thoughts, may His love be deep in 
your hearts. 

And whenever the melodious 
sound of a bell, in harmony with 
the whisper of the wind, the mur- 
mur of flowing water, and the 
chirping of the birds, is heard 
abroad, like a voice calling upon 
you to think of heaven and promis- 
ing God’s blessing upon the fur- 
rows and the crops watered by 
your sweat, elevate your thoughts 
to God in a fervent prayer of 
thanksgiving and propitiation. 

In the hope that Our wishes and 
Our prayers, beloved sons and 
farmers, will be fulfilled in you and 
for you, may Our paternal Apos- 
tolic Blessing descend upon you 
and be spread abroad like the fra- 
grance of the ripening fields upon 
each and every one of you as a 
pledge of the favors of Almighty 
God. 


. . » The total gift of yourselves in an abnegation motivated by love, in a 
profound fidelity to your Rule, in a conscientious and intelligent application to 
your duties of state, must remain the essential points of your religious life. For 
it is from your interior life that you must draw the spiritual fruit of your labors. 
Do not think that you are lacking in charity when you preserve for God alone 
and for your soul, all the time consecrated by your Rule to community and 
private prayer. Such a mark of humility and confidence will obtain from the 
Divine Teacher within you, for both yourselves and your pupils, the graces of 
light and strength, today more necessary than ever before, for anyone who 
wishes to do the work of Christian education. And thus you will continue to 
fulfill in the Church the noble task She has confided to you, of forming without 
ceasing new generations of Christians, proud of their faith, and ready to 
accomplish in their country, their family and social duties. . . . 


—Pius XII. To the Christian Brothers. May 23, 1956. 











Church Life and Church Law 


Address of Pope Pius XII to the Faculty and Students 
of the University of Vienna Law School 


Wir heissen sie 


E welcome you, gentlemen, 
who have come from Vi- 
enna to Rome. 

You are devoted to the study and 
practice of canon law and the his- 
tory of jurisprudence. Both stud- 
ies, the first by nature and neces- 
sity and the second also, bring you 
in contact with the moral teachings 
of the Catholic Church. 

Church law is not an end in it- 
self. It is a means to an end. Like 
everything else in the Church, it 
. is at the service of the “‘salus ani- 
marum” [salvation of souls] and 
is therefore a matter of pas- 
toral care. It should assist in open- 
ing and smoothing ways into the 
hearts of men for the truth and 
grace of Jesus Christ. 


Church law not merely 
the work of men 


This does not mean, however, 
that it is an external adjunct to 
the inner structure and nature of 
the Church or merely the work of 
men. 

Many canons, to be sure, are 
only protective norms, such as 
those which guard the Faith from 
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decay and keep the dignity of grace 
and the sacraments from sacrilege. 
But in addition to these, there are 
canons which are built into the 
very structure of the Church by 
her Divine Founder and which are 
indeed in direct accordance with 
her nature. These include such 
forms of organization of the Mys- 
tical Body of Christ as the laws 
regulating the constitution of the 
Church and those defining the pow- 
ers of the Pope and of the bishops. 
Christ founded His Church, not as 
a formless spiritual movement, but 
as a strongly organized association. 


No juridical tyranny 

Certainly Church law must not 
stifle the spiritual and supernatural 
values in whose service it exists. 
The charge has been made that it 
does this very thing and people 
have spoken of the “legalization” 
of the Church. 

This charge is quite often leveled 
at the inflexibility with which the 
Church holds fast to the indissolu- 
bility of a legally contracted and 
consummated Christian marriage. 
And yet she treats this problem, 
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not with juridical heartlessness 
and harshness as if she did not per- 
ceive the tragedy which often ex- 
ists in individual cases, but simply 
with regard for the true manage- 
ment of marriage laws that were 
laid down by her Divine Founder 
Himself and which the Church is 
not competent to pass judgment 
upon. 


Development of canon law 


We do not need to tell jurists 
that the few laws of Apostolic 
times would not be sufficient to 
direct a world church of over 400 
million souls today. 

It was always when the Church 
itself spread geographically, 
strengthened its religious life and 
began to produce new blood that 
almost spontaneously there have 
been developments in Church law 
in order to control and protect the 
stream of all religious life. 

We must also keep in mind the 
operation of Providence in the for- 
mation of the Codex Juris Canonici 
[Code of Canon Law], the present 
law of the Church. The new ar- 





Reported in Osservatore Romano, June 6, 1956. German text. 
except for two brief passages is that of the N.C.W.C. News Service. 
This was an address to a group of professors and students of the University of 
Vienna Law School, who are associated with that institution's Faculty of Juris- 
prudence and Institute of Canon Law. 
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rangement of the Church laws in 
any case coincided with the physi- 
cal spreading out and the inner 
development of the Church in the 
19th century, which no previous 
eentury had attained in exactly the 
same way. 


Law and life 


The Church has not come there- 
by to any “legalization.” Even 
today a religious will, spiritual 
power and a_ sacramental life 
among the faithful can be found 
which is generally stronger and 
freer, perhaps, than ever before. 

Church life and Church law be- 
long together. A symbol of this 
for you would be that of the 
sainted Pope Pius X. He was the 
creator of the new Church code of 
laws by which he opened the 
sources and sluices of all sacra- 
mental life. 

We wish you, gentlemen, schol- 
arly success and inner enrichment 
to your study of law, and We im- 
part to you with fatherly wishes 
the Apostolic Benediction. 


Translation 











On Business and Labor 


Excerpts from Two Addresses of Pope Pius XII: |. Radio-TV Broadcast to 
the ACLI (Catholic Associations of Italian Workers) and an 
International Catholic Labor Rally in Milan, Italy 
... Il. Address to the Society for the 
Construction of Waterworks 


May 1, 1956 

I. The Beloved Sons and 
Apostolate Daughters! Cath- 
of the olic Workers! We 
W orkingman cherish in Our 


heart a warm and 
pleasant memory of your impres- 
sive meeting in Rome last year, 
when on the bright afternoon of 
May 1, in the shadow of the 
*Vatican Basilica, that symbol of 
everlasting Christian victory, you 
requested that We solemnly con- 
secrate the. feast: of labor, whose 
meaning and scope We Ourselves 
had pointed out to you. 


Feast of St. Joseph the Worker 


With a father’s affection and the 
authority of Supreme Pastor We 
accepted that fitting plea of yours 
and established, as a gift filled with 
heavenly riches, the liturgical feast 
of St. Joseph, virginal spouse of 
Mary, the lowly, silent, upright 
worker of Nazareth, so that hence- 
forth he might be your special 
Protector before God, your safe- 
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guard in life, your defence and pro- 
tection in the trials and travails of 
work. 

There still rings in Our ears the 
solemn “yes” with which you pub- 
licly showed your joy at such a 
favor and affirmed the duties which 
such a consecration makes incum- 
bent upon every Christian worker. 


The gathering in Milan 


A year has passed since that day 
and while the feast of St. Joseph 
the Worker is being celebrated to- 
day for the first time throughout 
the universal Church, it is a great 
pleasure for Us to return, as it 
were, your visit to Rome and to 
journey in spirit and by this direct 
address into the midst of your 
solid ranks gathered in Milan.... 

Among you are many enthusias- 
tic representatives of Associations 
of Catholic Workers. They have 
come from every part of Italy, and 
other nations as well, to testify, 
not so much to an imaginary unity 
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of the working class, as to the 
close harmony of Catholic workers 
who, as members of the Church, 
desire to bring the whole world of 
labor back to Christ. For, like 
every branch of social life, it be- 
longs to Him. 


The unity of Catholic workers 


Here We would have it noted 
that where Catholic workers are 
concerned, it is not so much neces- 
sary to create their unity as to 
recognize it and strengthen one’s 
own and others’ consciousness of 
it. For it is already substantially 
and basically present as a result of 
their faith in Christ, the only Re- 
deemer of all men, and in that one 
Church, Mother of all the faithful, 
beyond all frontiers and above all 
individual interests. 


To spread God’s Kingdom 


Catholic workers also find in this 
substantial and solid unity the 
driving motive, even the duty, to 
stand forth before the world about 
them in order that they might 
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spread everywhere the kingdom of 
God, the kingdom of justice and 
love. 

The basic reason, then, for the 
existence of your association, and 
of every other Catholic association, 
is that you might seek one another 
out, not in fear of other movements 
or in competition with them or 
even in the feeling of solidarity 
which draws members of a given 
class together, but in the inner ob- 
ligation and desire which you feel 
as Catholics of being Christ’s 
apostles among those of your 
brothers who either do not know 
or reject His saving message. 


Fellow-workers and 
apostles of Christ 


United in Christ, Who is the liv- 
ing heart of your unity, you are 
eager to be His apostles. One rea- 
son for this is that you share the 
conditions of life which were His 
for long years during His stay on 
earth when the sweat of toil beaded 
His brow. But above all it is be- 
cause, as more faithful and deter- 
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BUSINESS AND LABOR 


mined apostles, you know that you 
are enveloped by the divine flame 
of His love for all men. 

The love and apostolic strength 
of Christ helps you to see in every 
worker a man created and re- 
deemed by God; it urges you to re- 
store to him what by divine will is 
his heritage. 

This is why we were able to say 
of the activities of your associa- 
tion: “Charity makes their hearts 
beat with that same love which 
beat in the heart of Christ. It 
arouses their solicitude for the de- 
fense of the modern worker, their 
respect for his dignity, and their 
active zeal to place him in material 
and social conditions consonant 
with his dignity.” ... 


The temporal and eternal 


Whatever the future of the 
world of labor may prove to be, 
there must always be a nucleus, 
more or less large, of apostles to 


. impress or maintain in the life of 


society the seal of the kingdom of 
Christ, actuating and sustaining 
those values which are dearest to 
the heart of man and to the heart 
of every mature and informed 
laborer: justice, liberty, and peace 
in positive collaboration among 
classes. ... 

. every social movement... 
supposes as its beginning and end 
man with his supernatural destiny, 
with all his rights and natural ob- 
ligations, from which one may not 
prescind even when the proposed 
movement aims directly at eco- 
nomic and temporal goals... . 
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The love of the Pope and Church 


Go, then, . . . towards the lofty 
goals which are set before you. Go 
with particular urgency to those 
of your brothers who are victims 
of error and deceitful mirages. 
And let this thought augment your 
prompt response and confidence in 
success: We are with you, fully 
conscious of Our Apostolic duty 
and moved by a love which is not 
empty, inactive and sterile, but 
alive, just and effective. Such is 
the love with which the Pope loves 
you and the Church loves you.... 


Order and peace 


And because the service which is 
rendered to the working classes 
at the present time by the Church, 
in keeping with her constant tradi- 
tions, provides principles and laws 
based on the eternal wisdom of the 
Gospel, have no doubts, dear sons, 
of the religious, moral and mate- 
rial benefits which her solicitous 
and unwearied action is destined 
to achieve along the paths of order 
and peace. 

Order and peace! They are the 
supreme goals which all our efforts 
aim at achieving whenever we 
turn Our attention to earthly af- 
fairs and make Our appeal to those 
who can determine their course. 
Above all, peace, as you, dear sons, 
well know! 

The Church, as We have re- 
peated a thousand times, detests 
war and its horrors, particularly 
now when methods of war, de- 
structive of every good and all civil 
society, menace a terrified man- 
kind. She wishes for and defends 
peace, internal peace between sons 
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of the same country, external peace 
between members of the great hu- 
man family. 

But she needs strong and deter- 
mined cooperators in this tremen- 
dous undertaking. She has these 
now in great numbers and in all 
parts of the world. And among 
them We see you, Christian work- 
ers of every clime and every 
tongue, and you, dear sons, who 
are gathered today in the shadow 
of the wondrous Cathedral of 
Milan. 


The ultimate triumph 


With your faithful attachment 
to the teachings of the Gospel and 
the directing principles given by a 
devoted hierarchy, you cooperate 
in the field of labor towards the 
triumph of the Kingdom of God in 
a society which often forgets His 
presence, His will, His all-holy 
laws. In addition, you put your- 
selves in the front ranks of those 
healthy forces of the social body. 
You pledge yourselves to the battle 
of peace for the common safety of 
nations. Realize fully the honor 
of this double cooperation which 
ACLI ask of you. Increase the 
vigor of their action by your ex- 
ample and your work, and God will 
not fail to make you taste the 
fruits of justice, order and peace 
to which you will have contributed 
so powerfully. 

With this wish We call down 
upon you and on your families and 
your work the abundant and en- 
during grace of our Lord, while 
We impart from Our heart to all 
here present and to all who are 
united with you in hope and love 
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Our paternal Apostolic Benedic- 
tion. 
—A series of excerpts from Pope 
Pius XII’s Radio-TV-broadcast 
to the ACLI and an interna- 
tional Catholic labor rally in 
Milan, Italy. May 1, 1956. 


* 
II. The Beloved sons... . 
Christian Your labors make 
A oe it clear once again 
1 ciamtineatd how much can be 
Business 


accomplished in the 
field of production 
by private initiative properly un- 
derstood and reasonably free from 
interference. This private initiative 
contributes to the wealth of the 
community, alleviates, as well, the 
burden of human toil, raises the 
efficiency of labor, diminishes the 
costs of production and develops 
the habit of saving. 

For this reason the Church has 
never ceased and will not cease to 
react unfavorably to the attempts 
which have been made in certain 
countries to attribute to the state 
powers and duties which it does 
not possess. The Church, after the 
example of her Divine Founder, 
gives to Caesar all that is Caesar’s; 
she could not give more without 
betraying her mission and the 
mandate entrusted to her by 
Christ. 


Not “total planning” 


Wherefore, just as the Church 
does not hesitate to raise her voice 
in protest when the civil power 
tries to arrogate to itself a monop- 
oly of the instruction and educa- 
tion of the young, so in like manner 
she opposes, on the basis of moral 
principles, everyone who would at- 

















tribute to the state excessive con- 
trol over the economic life of its 
citizens. 

Where this interference is not 
restrained, there can be no ade- 
quate solution of the social ques- 
tion. Where this interference is 
extended to “total planning,” cer- 
tain aims are realized, but only at 
the cost of inestimable losses 
brought about by an insane and 
destructive urge. The just liberties 
of the individual are destroyed. 
The serenity of labor is disturbed. 
The sacred character of the family 
is violated. The love of country is 
corrupted. The precious patrimony 
of religion is obliterated. 


Public and private good 


We hope, therefore, that respon- 
sible men will not yield to the easy 
temptation of inviting, on the part 
of the state, an excessive interfer- 
ence which would embarrass, dis- 
courage and suffocate the independ- 
ent action of men who, while they 
work, of course, for their own 
legitimate interests, still are mak- 
ing an essential contribution to the 
welfare of all their fellow-citizens 
as well as to the prosperity of their. 
native land. 


Proper regulation 


We must, however, add another 
word with the same pastoral frank- 
ness. One sometimes hears under- 
standable but scarcely justifiable 
complaints about certain interven- 
tions of the state, which are di- 
rected, not towards hindering the 
productive impulse, but rather to- 
wards regulating in a more equi- 
table manner distribution of the 
goods produced by human indus- 
try. 
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Such interventions cannot be 
called unlawful without some qual- 
ifications. Our rejection of totali- 
tarian planning which destroys all 
individual enterprise does not im- 
ply that a regime of absolute free- 
dom in the economic field is accept- 
able. This would in fact set a 
premium on indifference to the 
welfare of others, and would en- 
gender contempt for certain indis- 
pensable principles dictated by 
considerations of human and Chris- 
tian brotherhood. These principles 
are more urgent today than ever 
before. Such indifference and con- 
tempt must not be found among 
you, beloved sons. 


To God and Mary 


Your Society was brought into 
being and continues to flourish 
under the direction of men whose 
courageous profession of faith does 
not falter, nor their practice of a 
genuine and practical Christian 
life. . . . You look to God for the 
means of preserving your life and 
activities; nor is there wanting 
among you a graceful tribute to 
Mary; for you have made it your 
practice to set up a bronze image 
of the Immaculate Mother above 
all your more important works. 
Thus you signify that the Blessed 
Virgin is the heavenly Patroness 
of all your enterprises. 

Now this faith of yours as well 
as your practical Christian life 
ought to be the effective inspira- 
tion of all your social activities. 


The dignity of the working man 


In this field you stand in need 
of clear and striking examples if 
you would cooperate in the build- 
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ing of a world founded on the 
teachings of Jesus Christ. You 
must meditate, therefore, on the 
truths enunciated by Our Prede- 
cessors and Ourselves concerning 
the elevated position of the labor- 
ing man, his dignity as a member 
of the human family, and his 
mysterious, yet real, participation 
in the life of the Mystical Body of 
Christ. Think on these things, and, 
so far as lies in your power, try to 
make them actualities. 


Building a new social structure 


The principles are well-known 
nowadays; nonetheless, it is a rare 
thing to see them intelligently and 
courageously applied, even when 
they are modified by a realistic 
Christian balancing of opposites. 

To be sure, it is not an easy 
task; one must not look for hastily 
improvised reforms in the struc- 
ture of society. But whatever you 
can accomplish in this direction 
will have Our blessing in abun- 
dance. Few things are required of 
Christians so urgently in these 
days as the building of a new social 
structure on the ruins of the old 
edifice erected by those who ig- 
nored religion and repudiated the 
Church, Jesus Christ, and even God 
Himself. 


The truly Christian 
aspect in business 


Dear sons, study to see what you 
can do. Spare no efforts in giving 
your business firm a truly Chris- 
tian aspect. Do not be content to 
believe in Jesus, or even to practice 
Christian principles in your pri- 
vate life alone; be Christians in 
your corporate life as well. Live 
the Gospel in the relations that 
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arise between those who provide 
work and those who perform it. 
All of you are the sons of God, 
and all are equally necessary to the 
enterprise, although in different 
degrees according to the different 
functions you perform. 


To work is to pray 


In the meantime—and this is 
Our last brief thought—continue 
your work with a view to being 
useful not only to yourselves but 
also to your many brethren. You 
will then work with purity of in- 
tention and with humble modesty, 
like “sister water,” whom the Saint 
of Assisi called upon to praise the 
Lord. Christian employers and 
employees alike must keep their 
eyes fixed upon the service of God 
and the service of their neighbors; 
this must be their particular end 
and purpose. 

The effort will be made the 
easier, as is just, by the expecta- 
tion of a suitable remuneration 
that will provide a livelihood for 
you and your children; but you 
must not forget that labor which 
is done for God and is therefore 
willed by God can become a pre- 
cious and continual prayer and 
canticle of praise to Him who is 
supremely glorified thereby. 


Let Christ dwell among you 


My dear children, Jesus desires 
to return to the world. Mankind, 
“weary and heavy-laden,” is seek- 
ing Him without knowing it. He 
desires to come back to palace and 
cottage alike, to the streets of the 
city and to the mines, to parlia- 
ments and to factories. Let Him 
come and dwell among you. Offer 
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yourselves to Him; welcome Him by faith, sustained by hope, and 
as the undisputed Master of your’ enlivened by love. 

hearts and of your families; above é ‘ : 
all, make Him king and Lord of here fren oe ee 
your industrial firm to such a de- ocendey Se mennete ee 


. . : ian Waterworks Society. April 
gree that it may be wholly inspired 14, 1956. 


Mother Church 


. . . The Church has always exerted special efforts to help men become 
better while people gradually attain a higher standard of living. The motherly 
interest of the Church, the teacher of men, is not restricted to works of 
charity, but also takes in education and everything that contributes to human 
development. She is constantly trying to take what she has done in the past 
in different countries, renew it and adapt it to every cultural level, to every 
type of civilization throughout all the continents. ... 


—Pius XII. To the organization for the improvement of the Fucino. 
May 25, 1956. 


Human brotherhood 


. . . Christians realize that every man is really the "neighbor"’ of his fellow- 
man, even more—that they are brothers. And this for two reasons: they 
have the same Father, Creator and Lord of life, and they have the same 
Savior and Guide, the Son of God made man, a divine worker among 
workers, the model of true charity. He has made love of neighbor the second 
commandment, like unto the first. He is the source of man's respect for his 
fellow-man and of the ever-greater protection afforded to individual liber- 
ties.... 

—Pius XII. To the organization for the improvement of the Fucino. 
May 25, 1956 
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Indonesia 


Our cordial welcome to Your Excellency, Mr. President, and to you, Right 
Honourable Gentlemen, who have come with him and are associated with him, 
some very closely, in the government of your country. We assure you of Our 
prayerful good wishes for your success. 

Surely no one enters the field of government without very soon realizing 
what a momentous task has been given to accomplish. Civil government, one 
knows and all free people acknowledge, exists for the good of the governed. 
Tranquillity and order, security and freedom in justice under God, so that all 
citizens may be able to use the opportunities afforded them for their physical, 
intellectual and moral progress—this will be the statesman's care and respon- 
sibility. 

It is indeed a heavy responsibility. Its weight will be lightened by the whole- 
hearted, loyal cooperation of all those who are dedicated to the happiness, 
advancement and prosperity of the nation. And We are confident, gentle- 
men, that the government of the Indonesian Republic can count as such the 
almost million Catholics who gladly owe them allegiance. What they have 
already accomplished in the fields of education and charity and civic duty 
has been recognized and makes this confidence doubly sure. It is their high 
resolve, as they know it is their sacred duty, to contribute, as far as their 
means allow, to the strengthening of those indispensable supports of genuine 
and enduring political prosperity, which are Religion and Morality. 

In carrying out her divine commission it has always and everywhere been 
the solicitude of the Church to select and train a clergy native to the region, 
who after diligent preparation and adequate experience would be able to 
care for the spiritual needs of their own people. Obviously time and patience 
are needed for this, and until the native clergy is sufficient in numbers and 
formation, the Catholics of a region will have to depend on help from other 
nations. But this is a transitional period—a period through which the Church 
in Indonesia is still passing, though marked progress is being made to move 
out from it. We noted with a keen sense of gratification how promptly, some 
six years ago, the Republic of Indonesia, took steps to establish diplomatic 
relations with the Holy See; and We take this also as a token and pledge of 
its patience and readiness to assist the Church in her efforts towards a goal 
desired by both parties. 

We may conclude by repeating the sentiments We expressed on the occa- 
sion of receiving the Credential Letters of your first Envoy Extraordinary and 
Minister Plenipotentiary. We gave the assurance “that We shall rejoice 
always in being witness to the progress achieved by your State, young but 
conscious of its lofty destiny, in a temper of self-reliance, wisdom and modera- 
tion, until it takes its place in the council of nations,""—a wish happily ful- 
filled since then—''where its endeavours for national prosperity and greatness 
will be found to harmonize effectively with a united service dedicated to the 
universal good of all mankind. God grant it." 


—Pope Pius XII. To President Sukarno of Indonesia. June 13, 1956. 

















Heart Disease and the Whole Man 


Address of Pope Pius XII to the International 


Convention on Cardiology 


Les circonstances qui 


HE circumstances which bring 

you here, gentlemen, are a 

cause of great joy for Us and 
a promise of great hope to many 
suffering people. 

It is for the purpose of marking 
in an exceptional way the opening 
of the Hospital of San Giovanni 
Rotondo that you have wanted to 
hold a symposium on coronary dis- 
orders and thus emphasize the sig- 
nificance of this new institution in- 

-tended to introduce into the care of 
the sick a concept which is both 
profoundly human and spiritual. 

We eagerly welcome you, there- 
fore, and tell you of Our esteem for 
the noble profession you exercise 
and for the lofty goals you pursue. 


Suffering and the whole man 


The Hospital of San Giovanni 
Rotondo, which is now opening its 
doors, is the fruit of the highest 
foresight and of an ideal long 
ripened and refined by contact with 
the most diverse and cruel forms 
of mankind’s moral and physical 
suffering. He whose duty is to care 
for souls or bodies cannot help rec- 
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ognizing the degree to which physi- 
cal misery, in all of its aspects, 
affects the whole man to the very 
deepest levels of his moral being. 

It makes him reconsider the 
fundamental questions of his des- 
tiny, his attitude toward God and 
his fellow men, his individual and 
collective responsibility and the 
meaning of his earthly pilgrimage. 


The true goal of medicine 


Therefore the field of medicine, 
which wishes to be truly human, 
must reach the integral person, 
body and soul. But it cannot do 
this by itself because it has no au- 
thority or mandate qualifying it to 
intervene in the domain of con- 
science. Therefore, it calls for col- 
laboration which will extend its 
work and lead it to its true goal. 
Given ideal conditions from the 
material and moral point of view, 
the patient will have less trouble 
recognizing those trying to cure 
him as helpers of God, eager to 
prepare the way for the action of 
grace. The soul itself will thus be 
restored to the full and enlightened 
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understanding of its prerogatives 
and its supernatural calling. 

On this condition alone is it pos- 
sible to speak in complete truth of 
an effective relief of suffering. This 
is why the refuge of charity, de- 
votion and understanding just 
opening at San Giovanni Rotondo 
has been called “Casa Sollievo della 
Sofferenza.” + 

The labor, the cares and the dif- 
ficulties which have marked the 
progress of this work without re- 
straining the ardor of those who 
inspired it are known. From 1947 
to 1956 it was built patiently and 
tenaciously and now stands forth 
as a magnificent success, one of the 
best-equipped hospitals in Italy, 
thanks to modern technology, and 
one of the best in southern Europe. 
The radiological and cardiological 
services in particular have been 
provided with the most perfect in- 
stallations possible. 


The symposium on heart disease 


The symposium which brings 
you together at the start of its 
work covers an important and diffi- 
cult subject, of which you, gentle- 
men, have achieved a mastery 
which sanctifies the renown of 
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your work. It is an important sub- 
ject because the diseases of the 
coronary vessels are these days 
widespread and are responsible for 
numerous deaths. It is a difficult 
subject because of its complexity. 
There are still many uncertain 
points, for example, in the anatomy 
and structure of the coronary ves- 
sels, and in the regulation of coro- 
nary vaso-constriction or vaso-dila- 
tion. 

Your symposium considers quite 
fully the domain of these diseases: 
the history of the work that has 
made them known, the anatomical 
pathology of the coronary arteries, 
the syndromes of their deficiencies, 
the present means of diagnosis and 
study, and the remedies furnished 
by pharmacology and surgery. 


Signs and symptoms 


Clinical syndromes [signs and 
symptoms which occur together 
and characterize a disease]? have 
been known for a long time in rela- 
tion to nutritional troubles of the 
myocardium [the muscular part of 
the heart wall], which are due to 
anatomical alterations or to the 
functional defects of the coronary 
circulation system. 





Reported in Osservatore Romano, May 10, 1956. French text. Except for one 
brief passage, the translation is that released by N.C.W.C. News Service. 

This address was delivered to the delegates to the International Convention on 
Cardiology, who had come to Rome after attending the opening of a new hospital 
at San Giovanni in southern Italy. This hospital will be under the spiritual direction 


of Padre Pio, famed Capuchin stigmatic. 


Among those who heard the address was Dr. Paul Dudley White, President Eisen- 
hower's heart consultant. In testimony given recently before a Senate subcommittee, 
Dr. White referred to this message as “‘one of the best papers on coronary heart 


disease | ever heard." 




















Coronaritis, to which, at the end 
of the last century, the pains of 
angina pectoris were principally 
attributed, was relegated to second 
place in favor of the aortic theory. 
But it recovered its importance 
after the war of 1914 when the 
progress of electrocardiography 
made it possible to use the morpho- 
logical anomalies of the heart for 
study. 


Advances in diagnosis 


At the same time, histopathology 
[the study of the diseases and mal- 
formations of the tissues] devoted 
its attention to a minute examina- 
tion of arterial lesions and of the 
ischemic syndromes [signs and 
symptoms of a local, temporary de- 
ficiency of blood] of the heart 
muscle, while publication of nu- 
merous observations and discus- 
sions continuously enriched the 
documentation of the subject. 

Above all, for about twenty 
years the technique of electro- 
cardiography, thanks to the work 
of the American schools and of 
Wilson * in particular, has gained 
a position of first place among the 
methods of cardiological investiga- 
tion. Diagnosis is becoming more 
certain, and treatment has a more 
solid foundation. 


Problems of synthesis 
Sometimes, however, the syn- 
thesis of such complex data still 
runs into many obstacles: if the 
ease of explanation allows for 
clear-cut distinctions, the reality 
of facts presents varieties of form 
which are spaced out in a continu- 
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ous progression. Thus in the eti- 
ology [the study of the causes of 
disease] of angina pectoris and of 
infarct [coronary thrombosis], one 
can generally note characteristic 
anatomical lesions. But they will 
sometimes be absent, and it will 
then be necessary to turn to the 
functional element, which is more 
uncertain and more disconcerting. 


Coronary circulation 


Insufficiency of coronary circu- 
lation to nourish the myocardium 
may be due to arteriosclerosis but 
also to the dynamic conditions of 
blood circulation, for example, to 
the variations of pressure in the 
initial portion of the aorta, and 
even to the quality of its nutritive 
contribution. All these elements 
themselves depend on the action of 
the involuntary nervous system 
and are to be found in varying pro- 
portions at the origin of the same 
syndrome. 


The local nerve system 


As far as pain in the coronary 
syndromes is conecrned, there is a 
tendency to give more and more 
importance to the role played by 
the local nerve system. It is not 
always possible to locate an or- 
ganic lesion of the coronary ves- 
sels to justify the pain of angina. 
In this case, the patient is regarded 
simply as a nervous person. It is 
possible, however, for a gravely 
painful attack to end in death. 


Coronary thrombosis 


There are cases in which, after 
pain in the chest, a diagnosis of 


* Explanations of technical terms have been inserted in the text between brackets 


by the translator. 


’Dr, Frank N. Wilson of the University of Michigan, who died in 1952. 
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coronary thrombosis has _ been 
made, confirmed by the graph of 
the electrocardiogram. In some of 
these patients, struck down by vio- 
lent death, autopsy showed that 
the coronary vessels and the myo- 
cardium were perfectly healthy, 
and the electrocardiogram, re- 
examined, was found to be normal. 
It is therefore necessary to pro- 
ceed very prudently when making 
a diagnosis. 


Complex of symptoms 


Equally important, from the 
clinical point of view, are the 
coronary reflex syndromes. It has 
been known for several decades 
that there is a close relationship 
between the digestive and cardio- 
vascular systems, and that certain 
disorders in one system may have 
different repercussions on the 
other, thus causing a complex of 
symptoms not easy to interpret. 

Thus, in the cases of gastric 
pneumatosis [excess gas in the 
stomach], cholecystitis [gall blad- 
der inflammation], gastric or duo- 
denal ulcer and diverticulum of the 
esophagos, crises typical of angina 
pectoris may be noted. Who does 
not therefore see the importance of 
reflex pathology of coronary circu- 
lation? 

In these cases, moreover, one 
must not neglect the intervention 
of predisposing factors which de- 
termine the vago-coronary reflex. 


Coronary sclerosis 


Among the causes of coronary 
sclerosis, which is the fundamental 
anatomical basis for the interpre- 
tations of symptomatology, 
takes first place. 


age 
Arterial aging 
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becomes evident here in a particu- 
larly serious way, and the fre- 
quency of infarcts betrays perhaps 
a consequence of the agitated pace 
of modern life and the wear it en- 
tails for the (human) organism. 

Is it not typical that, according 
to certain statistics at least, the 
well-off classes of society and the 
professions are particularly sub- 
ject to it? 

Sex, morphological type, and 
heredity are also among the im- 
portant factors in the etiology of 
coronaritis where neuro-circula- 
tory dystonia claims a large place, 
as We recalled earlier. 


Coronary deficiency 


The manifestations of coronary 
deficiency are well known. Coro- 
nary thrombosis and angina pec- 
toris betray sharply the distress of 
an organ suddenly deprived of nu- 
tritive resources indispensable to 
its functioning, and which dra- 
matically tries to overcome the 
crisis. 

The evolution of the disease is 
at first slow and almost unnotice- 
able. Then, one witnesses a brutal 
and unanticipated seizure or a 
series of crises; broken sometimes 
by unexpected respites, ending in 
sudden death or in death after a 
long and painful illness. 


Therapy 


The research devoted by medical 
science to examining in detail the 
forms of coronary diseases natur- 
ally aims at instituting a more pre- 
cise and more efficacious therapy. 
All the vaso-motor substances have 
been studied methodically and ef- 
forts are being made to determine 
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their action on the vascular sys- 
tem, particularly on the coronary 
vessels. 

New drugs are being discovered 
to enrich the arsenal of the physi- 
cian. Even surgery is being at- 
tempted on the sympathetic nerve 
and the nervous ducts to suppress 
pain and to obtain temporary or 
permanent vaso-dilation. 

Strengthening of the arterial 
regime has also been tried through 
directed revascularization, among 
other things, by muscular or pul- 
monary grafting. 


Theory and practice 


The fact remains, however, that 
a physician placed before a precise 
case of coronary sclerosis must call 
on all his intuition to interpret cor- 
rectly the symptoms he sees and 
the results of electrocardiography. 

He must not only go over in his 
mind all possible interpretations 
provided by the pathogenic theo- 
ries, but he must above all know 
. how to choose the only solution 
really salutary for the patient by 
a kind of divination backed up by 
theory and even more by clinical 
practice. 

The sciences of life, more than 
the others, leave room for gaps, for 
unforeseen elements, and call for 
prompt and shrewd intervention 
on the part of the practitioner, 
who is aware that he must some- 
times depart from the best estab- 
lished rules. 


Preventive measures 


The great role of functional 
causes in insufficiencies of the myo- 
cardium, and the relative impo- 
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tence of medical treatment, makes 
it necessary to stress the impor- 
tance of preventive measures, 
above all in the matter of hygiene 
and dietetics—balancing periods of 
rest, intellectual activity and phys- 
ical relaxation, regulating eating 
and emotional reactions, 

And it is no doubt opportune not 
to forget the role of deep psycho- 
logical equilibrium, of comfort and 
security, which give human activ- 
ity intimate peace of soul when it 
is adjusted to the moral and spirit- 
ual needs of its being. 

Thus, in the restricted field of 
your specialty, it is the behavior of 
man as a whole which is reflected. 

What more eloquent proof of the 
marvelous harmony that would 
govern the human being if he had 
not through his own fault brought 
about disorder! 

The irremediable fragility of 
nature manifests itself in the in- 
ability of remedies to check a pro- 
gressive decay or prevent the ap- 
parition of sudden death. 


Humble submission to reality 


Moderation in the manner of life 
and self-control, which presuppose 
observance of the rules of hygiene 
dictated by the very structure of 
the body and its functioning—do 
they not suggest the idea of a 
higher discipline of the spirit, 
made up above all of loyalty and 
humble submission to reality, to 
the world as God created it, to 
human society and the laws that 
govern it? 

Fundamental respect for the 
laws of life—physical, moral and 
spiritual—and recognition of God’s 
sovereignty and His merciful in- 
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tervention in the history of human- 
ity in order to save it, must go as 
far as the acceptance of suffering 
and death. 


The epilogue of life’s drama 


“Estote parati, quia qua nescitis 
hora, Filius hominis venturus est.” 
(Matt. 24, 44) “You also must be 
ready, because at an hour that you 
do not expect, the Son of Man will 
come.” This word of the Lord be- 
comes here an admonition, at the 
same time revealing the epilogue of 
the drama: the meeting of man 
with God, toward whom he has 
proceeded. Then only is the whole 
road illuminated. 


Suffering made tolerable 


It is in this light, born of faith, 
that the burden of pain becomes 
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acceptable to those who suffer, and 
that the understanding of those 
who take care of them becomes sin- 
cere and their help efficacious. 


We should like, gentlemen, that, 
in fulfilling your noble scientific 
task in the service of suffering 
men, you base your purpose of life 
and action on the highest certain- 
ties which We have just recalled, 
and that you enlighten your col- 
leagues, your patients and those 
around you. 


Invoking abundant divine grace 
on you and yours, also on the pro- 
moters of the “Home for the Re- 
lief of Suffering,” for its staff, its 
patients, and all its benefactors, 
We most heartily give you Our 
Apostolic Benediction. 


&% 


The secret of courage 


. . . Along with the healing of bodies and with the arduous problems which 
are thus created, we must face the psychological and social difficulties, and 
especially those which rise from the hospitalization of contagious patients 
whom the very slow development of the disease [leprosy] keeps away from 
their families and their occupations for several years. Has not the afflicted 
person, separated from society, a more urgent need of moral and spiritual 
help, of understanding, and of encouragement? Especially when his case 
furnishes hardly any further hope of cure, must he not have reasons for 
living and suffering which human doctrines are incapable of giving him? 
Precisely because leprosy requires a prolonged cure and sometimes causes 
disfigurements and painful infirmities and also because unjustified attitudes 
of revulsion and of fear persist regarding the disease, the sick person has 
need of every spiritual resource; he wants to understand the meaning of the 
trial which afflicts him and he wants to bear it not with a cold stoicism or 
blind resignation but with a generous courage, the secret of which only a 


solid religious faith can give him. ... 


—Pius XII. On the social rehabilitation of lepers. April 16, 1956. 











Marriage and Parenthood 


Address of Pope Pius XII to the Second World 
Congress on Fertility and Sterility 


Vous Nous avez exprimé 


You, gentlemen, have expressed 
the desire to come and present 
your respects to Us on the occasion 
of the Second World Congress on 
Fertility and Sterility, which you 
are now holding in Naples. We 
eagerly respond to your wish and 
We express the very special pleas- 
ure We experience in receiving an 
imposing group of scientists and 
practitioners from so many diff- 
erent countries. You lend your- 
- selves to the study of a subject 
which is difficult and delicate, be- 
cause it concerns one of the princi- 
pal functions of. the human body 
and because the results of your 
labors can have consequences that 
are of weighty significance in the 
lives of many men and in the evolu- 
tion of society. 


The objectives of this Congress 


Involuntary conjugal sterility, 
for which you propose to find a 
remedy, creates an obstacle to the 
attainment of the principal end of 
marriage. It likewise develops in 
the couple a profound uneasiness, 
often concealed by an instinctive 
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modesty but filled with danger for 
the stability of the marriage itself. 
That is why, in view of the inabil- 
ity of modern medicine to treat 
successfully many cases of this 
kind, you formed in 1951 this “In- 
ternational Association on Fertil- 
ity.” 

The first Congress, held in New 
York in 1953, proposed in its Order 
of the Day three principal resolu- 
tions: to aid by every possible 
means the study of fertility and 
research into its problems; to pro- 
mote and spread this specialty 
among doctors so that a sufficient 
number of them might be able to 
lend efficacious help to sterile cou- 
ples; and to stress the necessity of 
establishing clinics, services, and 
fertility centers in hospitals, under 
the direction of competent person- 
nel. 


This present Congress, like its 
predecessor, manifests the desire 
to develop to the maximum the 
knowledge which we have, to dis- 
seminate that knowledge among 
doctors in all parts of the world, 
and likewise to bring about a co- 
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ordination of efforts on certain 
points which will terminate in 
more significant results. 

You will hear a remarkable num- 
ber of reports and communications, 
which examine the endocrine and 
metabolic factors of fertility and 
sterility, their professional and 
toxic factors, the new methods of 
diagnosis and treatment of steril- 
ity in man and woman, the diag- 
nosis of ovulation and spermato- 
genesis and the treatment of their 
disorders, and surgical interven- 
tion in sterility. 

A series of memoranda will 
also consider the experimental re- 
searches conducted on this subject 
and the problems relative to one 
of the principal functions of man. 
This collection of studies brilliantly 
illustrates the interest which this 
Congress arouses and the manner 
in which eminent specialists, on all 
sides, have wished to make their 
contribution to the common effort. 

It is not Our province to pass 
judgment on the strictly technical 
aspects of your work. We wish 
rather to consider briefly certain 
moral implications of the ques- 
tions, which you approach from 
the scientific point of view. 


Involuntary conjugal sterility: 
an important problem 


Your previous Congress, in its 


last resolution, pointed out that in- 
voluntary conjugal sterility raises 
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an economic and social problem of 
great importance, that it contrib- 
utes to the lowering of the fertility 
index of populations and that it 
can thereby influence the life and 
destiny of peoples. Sometimes one 
does not get beyond this relatively 
obvious and easily grasped point. 
It will then be said that the birth 
rate must be increased to ensure 
a nation’s vitality and its develop- 
ment in all its domains. It is true 
that an increased birth rate is a 
manifestation of the creative en- 
ergies of a people or of a family; 
it illustrates the courage men show 
in the face of life with its risks 
and its difficulties; and it empha- 
sizes man’s constructive and pro- 
gressive will. With reason do we 
say that the physical impossibility 
of exercising paternity and ma- 
ternity easily becomes a source of 
discouragement and introversion. 
Life, which ardently longs to con- 
tinue and to reproduce itself, is 
thrown back on itself, so to speak, 
and many hearths, alas, succumb 
to this trial. 


Parent and child 


It is with pleasure that We 
should like to mention here one 
consideration which you yourselves 
have placed in relief. If your zeal 
in pursuing research into matri- 
monial sterility and the means of 
overcoming it presents a scientific 
aspect worthy of attention, it is 





Reported in Osservatore Romano, May 20, 1956. French and Latin text. Trans- 
lation by the Very Reverend John P. McCormick, S.S. 

The Congress on Fertility and Sterility to which this address was delivered con- 
vened in Naples from May 18th to 26th. It attracted 2500 scholars from fifty dif- 
ferent nations including four from behind the Iron Curtain: Communist China, 
Czechoslovakia, Poland and Yugoslavia. 
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abundantly true that it also in- 
volves lofty spiritual and ethical 
values which must be taken into 
account. This We have indicated 
above. It is a profoundly human 
trait for the married couple to see 
and find in their child the true and 
complete expression of their recip- 
rocal love and of their mutual giv- 
ing of self. It is not difficult to 
understand why the unsatisfied de- 
sire for paternity or maternity is 
deeply felt as a sad and painful 
sacrifice by parents who are ani- 
mated by sound and noble senti- 
ments. Moreover, involuntary ste- 
rility in a marriage can become a 
serious danger to the union and 
even to the stability of the family. 


Union in a common destiny 


But, in reality, this social aspect 
serves but to conceal a more inti- 
mate and more serious fact. Mar- 
riage, in effect, unites two persons 
in a common destiny, in their prog- 
ress toward the realization of an 
ideal which implies, not complete 
earthly happiness, but the attain- 
ment of spiritual values of a trans- 
cendent order which Christian rev- 
elation in particular proposes ‘in 
all their grandeur. This ideal the 
married couple pursue together by 
dedicating themselves to the attain- 
ment of the primary end of mar- 
riage, the generation and education 
of children. 


Individual aims and 
the end of marriage 


Several times already We have 
believed it necessary to recall how 
the individual aims of the married 
couple, their life in common, and 
their personal perfection could be 
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considered only as subordinated to 
the goal which surpasses them, 
that is, paternity and maternity. 
“Not only the common task of ex- 
ternal life,” We said in an allocu- 
tion addressed to midwives on Oc- 
tober 29, 1951, “but also every 
form of personal progress, even 
intellectual and spiritual progress, 
to the extent that there is greater 
depth and spirituality in conjugal 
love as such, has been put by the 
will of nature and the Creator at 
the service of posterity.” (Discorsi 
e Radiomessaggi, vol. xiii, pag. 
348-349). Such is the constant 
teaching of the Church. It has 
rejected every concept of marriage 
which would threaten to throw it 
back on itself and to make of it 
an egotistic quest for emotional 
and physical satisfaction in the in- 
terest of the spouses alone. 


One act, many aspects 


But the Church has likewise re- 
jected the opposite attitude which 
would pretend to separate, in gen- 
eration, the biological activity in 
the personal relation of the mar- 
ried couple. The child is the fruit 
of the conjugal union when that 
union finds full expression by 
bringing into play the organic 
functions, the associated sensible 
emotions, and the spiritual and 
disinterested love which. animates 
the union. It is in the unity of 
this human act that we should con- 
sider the biological conditions of 
generation. Never is it permitted 
to separate these various aspects 
to the positive exclusion either of 
the procreative intention or of the 
conjugal relationship. The relation- 
ship which unites the father and 
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the mother to their child finds its 
root in the organic fact and still 
more in the deliberate conduct of 
the spouses who give themselves 
to each other and whose will to 
give themselves blossoms forth and 
finds its true attainment in the 
being which they bring into the 
world. 


Furthermore, only this consecra- 
tion of self, begun in generosity 
and brought to realization in hard- 
ship, by the conscious acceptance 
of the responsibilities which it in- 
volves, can guarantee that the task 
of educating the children will be 
pursued with all the care and cour- 
age and patience which it demands. 
It can therefore be affirmed that 
human fecundity, beyond the phy- 
sical factors, takes on essential 
moral aspects which must neces- 
sarily be considered, even when 
the subject is treated from the 
medical point of view. 


Relation to the absolute 


It is quite evident that, when 
the scholar and the physician ap- 
proach a problem in their special- 
ized field, they have the right to 
concentrate their attention on its 
strictly scientific elements and to 
solve the problem on the basis of 
these data alone. But when one 
is confronted with practical appli- 
cations to man, it is impossible not 
to take into account the repercus- 
sions which the proposed methods 
will have on the person and his 
destiny. The importance of a hu- 
man act consists precisely in going 
beyond the moment itself at which 
the act is posited to consider the 
entire orientation of a life, and to 
bring it into relation with the ab- 





THE POPE SPEAKS 


solute. This is already true of 
everyday activity ; how much more 
is it true of an act which involves, 
with the reciprocal love of the 
spouses, their future and that of 
their posterity. 


Artificial fecundation 


We also believe that it is of capi- 
tal importance for you, gentlemen, 
not to neglect this perspective 
when you consider the methods of 
artificial fecundation. The means 
by which one tends toward the 
production of a new life take on 
an essential human significance in- 
separable from the desired end and 
susceptible of causing grave harm 
to this very end if these means are 
not conformable to reality and to 
the laws inscribed in the nature 
of beings. 


We have been asked to give 
some directives on this point also. 
On the subject of the experiments 
in artificial human fecundation “in 
vitro,” let it suffice for Us to ob- 
serve that they must be rejected 
as immoral and absolutely illicit. 
With regard to the various moral 
problems which are posed by arti- 
ficial fecundation, in the ordinary 
meaning of the expression, or 
“artificial insemination,” We have 
already expressed Our thought in 
a discourse addressed to physicians 
on September 29, 1949 (Discorsi 
e Radiomessaggi, vol. xi, pp. 221 
ff.) For the details We refer you 
to what We said then and We con- 
fine Ourself here to repeating the 
concluding judgment given there: 
“With regard to artificial fecunda- 
tion, not only is there reason to be 
extremely reserved, but it must be 
absolutely rejected. In speaking 
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thus, one is not necessarily for- 
bidding the use of certain artificial 
means destined solely to facilitate 
the natural act or to achieve the 
attainment of the natural act 
normally performed.” But since 
artificial fecundation is being more 
and more widely used, and in order 
to correct some erroneous opinions 
which are being spread concerning 
what We have taught, We have 
the following to add: 

Artificial fecundation exceeds 
the limits of the right which 
spouses have acquired by the mat- 
rimonial contract, namely, that of 
fully exercising their natural sex- 
ual capacity in the natural accom- 
plishment of the marital act. The 
contract in question does not con- 
fer on them a right to artificial 
fecundation, for such a right is 
not in any way expressed in the 
right to the natural conjugal act 
and cannot be deduced from it. 
Still less can one derive it from 
the right to the “child,” the pri- 
mary “end” of marriage. The mat- 
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rimonial contract does not give this 
right, because it has for its object 
not the “child,” but the “natural 
acts” which are capable of en- 
gendering a new life and are 
destined to this end. It must like- 
wise be said that artificial fecunda- 
tion violates the natural law and 
is contrary to justice and moral- 
RE 


The educational mission of parents 


If fecundity responds to certain 
demands of the organism and sat- 
isfies powerful instincts, it involves 
immediately, as We have said, psy- 
chological and moral elements. The 
task of education surpasses, by its 
significance and its consequences, 
that of generation. The communi- 
cation of soul with soul which op- 
erates between parents and chil- 
dren, with all the seriousness, the 
delicacy, and_ self-forgetfulness 
which it demands, very soon 
obliges parents to go beyond the 
stage of emotional possession to 
think of the personal destiny of 


1The Holy Father here spoke for several minutes in Latin as follows: 





Alia nunc occurrit quaestio, ad quam pertractandam magis addecet latinam lin- 
guam adhibere. ~ 

Quemadmodum rationalis animus noster artificiali inseminationi adversatur, ita 
eadem ethica ratio, a qua agendi norma sumenda est, pariter vetat, quominus hu- 
manum semen, peritorum examini subiciendum, masturbationis ope procuretur. 

Hance agendi rationem attigimus Nostra quoque allocutione coram Urologiae 
doctoribus coetum participantibus, die VIII mensis Octobris anno MDCCCCLIII pro- 
lata, in qua haec habuimus, verba: “Du reste, le St-Office a décidé déja le 2 aoft 
1929 (Acta Ap. Sedis, vol. XXI a. 1929, p. 490, II) qu’une “masturbatio directe 
procurata ut obtineatur sperma” n’est pas licite, ceci quel que soit le but de l’examen” 
(Discorsi e Radiomessaggi vol. XV, pag. 378). Cum vero Nobis allatum sit, pravam 
huiusmodi consuetudinem pluribus in locis invalescere, opportunum ducimus nunc 
etiam, quae tunc monuimus, commemorare atque iterum inculcare. 

Si actus huiusmodi ad explendam libidinem ponantur, eos vel ipse naturalis hom- 
inis sensus sua sponte respuit, ac multo magis mentis iudicium, quotiescumque rem 
mature recteque considerat. Iidem actus tamen tune quoque respuendi sunt, cum 
graves rationes eos a culpa eximere videntur, uti sunt: remedia iis praestanda qui 
nimia nervorum intentione vel abnormibus animi spasmis laborant; medicis pera- 
genda, ope microscopii, spermatis inspectio, quod venerei vel alius generis morbi 





196 


those who are confided to them. 
Most often the children, when they 
reach adult age, leave their family 
and go far away to respond to the 
necessities of life or to answer the 
call to a higher vocation. The 
thought of this normal separation, 
painful as it may be for the par- 
ents, should help them to rise to a 
nobler appreciation of their mis- 
sion and to a purer vision of the 
significance of their efforts. Under 
penalty of at least partial loss, the 
family is called upon to become an 
integral part of society, to enlarge 
the circle of its affections and its 
interests, and to orient its members 
toward wider horizons, in order 
that they may think not only of 
themselves but also of works of 
social service. 


Spiritual fecundity 
The Catholic Church finally, the 
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teaches the superior fecundity of 
lives entirely consecrated to God 
and to neighbor. Here the complete 
renunciation of family life permits 
a totally disinterested spiritual ac- 
tivity which proceeds, not from 
any fear of life or its entangle- 
ments but from the perception of 
the true destinies of man, created 
in the image of God and seeking 
a universal love which no carnal 
attachment succeeds in limiting. 
Such is the most sublime and most 
enviable fecundity that man can 
wish for, a fecundity which trans- 
cends the biological realm to enter 
straightway into that of the spirit. 


That all may mount to Him 


We did not wish to conclude 
this allocution, gentlemen, without 
opening up these perspectives. To 
some they may appear rather far 


depository of divine purposes, removed from the objectives which 


bacteriis infectum sit; diversarum partium examen, ex quibus semen ordinarie con- 
stat, ut vitallum spermatis elementorum praesentia, numerus, quantitus, forma, vis, 
habitus aliaque id genus dignoscuntur. 

Eiusmodi procuratio humani seminis, per masturbationem effecta, ad nihil aliud 
directe spectat, nisi ad naturalem in homine generandi facultatem plene exercendam; 
quod quidem plenum exercitium, extra conjugalem copulam peractum, secum fert 
directum et indebite usurpatum eiusdem facultatis usum. In hoe eiusmodi indebito 
facultatis usu proprie sita est intrinseca regulae morum violatio. Haudquaquam 
enim homo ius ullum exercendi facultatem sexualem iam inde habet, quod facultatem 
eandem a natura recepit. Homini nempe (secus ac in ceteris animantibus rationis 
expertibus contingit) ius et potestas utendi atque exercendi eandem facultatem tan- 
tummodo in nuptiis valide initis tribuitur, atque in iure matrimoniali continetur, 
quod ipsis nuptiis traditur et acceptatur. Inde elucet hominem, ob solam hanc causam 
quod facultatem sexualem a natura recepit, non habere nisi potentiam et ius ad matri- 
monium ineundum. Hoc ius tamen, ad obiectum et ambitum quod attinet, naturae 
lege, non hominum voluntate discribitur; vi huius legis naturae, homini non competit 
ius et potestas ad plenum facultatis sexualis exercitium, directe intentum, nisi cum 
coniugalem copulam exercet ad normam a natura ipsa imperatam atque definitam. 
Extra hunc naturalem actum, ne in ipso quidem matrimonio ius datur ad sexuali 
hac facultate plene fruendum. Hi sunt limites, quibus ius, de quo diximus, eiusque 
exercitium a natura circumscribuntur. Ex eo quod plenum sexualis facultatis exer- 
citium hoe absoluto copulae coniugalis limite circumscribitur, eadem facultas intrin- 
sece apta efficitur ad plenum matrimonii naturalem finem assequendum (qui non 
modo est generatio, sed etiam prolis educatio), atque eius exercitium cum dicto fine 
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now occupy you. But that is not at 
all true. They alone, in fact, make 
it possible for you to give your 
work the place which belongs to 
it and to appreciate the value of 
it. What you wish is not only to 
increase the number of men but 
to raise the moral level of mankind 
together with its beneficent forces 
and its will to grow physically and 
spiritually. You wish to bring a 
new fervor to the affection of so 
many couples who are saddened 
by an empty hearth. Far from 
hindering their full development, 
it is your ambition to put at their 
service all your knowledge so that 
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there may be awakened in them 
all those admirable resources which 
God has hidden in the hearts of 
fathers and mothers to help them 
to mount up, themselves and their 
whole family, to Him. 

We dare to hope that, imbued 
with such a responsibility, you 
will pursue with growing ardor 
your scientific labor and the prac- 
tical results at which you are aim- 
ing. Invoking on you, on your 
families and on all those who are 
dear to you the most abundant 
divine favors, We wholeheartedly 
bestow on you Our Apostolic Bene- 
diction. 


colligatur. Quae cum ita sint, masturbatio omnino est extra memoratam pleni facul- 
tatis sexualis exercitii naturalem habilitatem, ideoque etiam extra eius colligationem 
cum fine a natura ordinato; quamobrem eadem omni iuris titulo caret atque naturae 
et ethices legibus contraria est, etiamsi inservire intendat utilitati per se iustae nec 


improbandae. 


Quae hactenus dicta sunt de intrinseca malitia cuiuslibet pleni usus potentiae 
generandi extra naturalem coniugalem copulam, valent eodem modo cum agitur de 
matrimonio iunctis vel de matrimonio solutis, sive plenum exercitium apparatus 
genitalis fit a viro sive a muliere, sive ab utraque parte simul agente; sive fit tacti- 
bus manualibus sive coniugalis copulae interruptione; haec enim semper est actus 


naturae contrarius atque intrinsece malus. 








Corneal Transplantation 
—and Respect for the Dead 


Address of Pope Pius XII to a Group of Eye Specialists 


Vous Nous avez demandé 


OU have asked Us for a word 

of orientation, approval and 

encouragement for your Asso- 
ciation which strives through the 
technical and scientific resources of 
modern surgery to aid the blind 
and those whose eyesight is af- 
fected. Most willingly We shall 
treat in this brief allocution of the 
goal which you propose for your- 
selves. 


Aspects of the problem 


The abundant documentation 
which you have provided for Us 
goes far beyond the precise theme 
which We intend to develop. It 
concerns the entire problem, daily 
becoming more acute, of the trans- 
plantation of tissues from one per- 
son to another, according to its 
various aspects: biological and 
medical, technical and surgical, 
juridical, moral and religious. We 
shall limit ourselves to the religious 
and moral aspects of the trans- 
plantation of the cornea, not be- 
tween living human beings (of that 
We shall not speak today), but 
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from the dead body to the living 
person. However, We shall be 
obliged to go beyond the strict 
limits of this topic to speak of cer- 
tain opinions which We have en- 
countered on this occasion. 

We have examined the various 
statements which you have given 
Us. By their objectivity, their 
moderation, their scientific exact- 
ness, the explanations which they 
give of the conditions necessary for 
transplantation of the cornea, as 
well as its diagnosis and prognosis, 
have made a profound impression 
on Us. 


Types of transplantation 


But before We start on Our spe- 
cific topic, let Us make two re- 
marks of a more general nature. 


‘The “terminology” We have founa 


in the reports and printed texts 
distinguishes between “autoin- 
nesto” or autografts, the transfer 
of a person’s tissue from one part 
of his body to another; “omoin- 
nesto” or homografts, the transfer 
of tissue from one individual to 
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another individual of the same spe- 
cies (that is, from man to man), 
and “eteroinnesto” or heterografts, 
the transfer of tissues between two 
individuals of different species 
(that is, between an animal and a 
human organism). 


Transfer of tissue between species 


This last case calls for some defi- 
nite statements from the religious 
and moral standpoint. It cannot 
be said that every transplantation 
of tissues that is biologically pos- 
sible between individuals of differ- 
ent species is morally wrong. But 
it is still less true to say that any 
heterogenous transplantation 
which is biologically possible is not 
forbidden or is not objectionable. 
We must distinguish one case from 
the other and consider what type 
of tissue or what organ is to be 
transplanted. 

The transplantation of the sex- 
ual glands of an animal to man is 
to. be rejected as immoral. On the 
contrary, the transplantation of a 
- cornea from a non-human being to 
a human being would not raise any 
moral difficulty if it were biolog- 
ically possible .and were war- 
ranted. If one declared absolutely 
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that transplantation is morally for- 
bidden on the basis of diversity be- 
tween species, he would logically 
have to hold that cellular therapy, 
which is being practiced more and 
more frequently, is wrong. Living 
cells are often taken from a non- 
human being to be transplanted to 
a human being where they exercise 
their function. 


Dead tissue and living 


We have also found among the 
terminological explanations of the 
most recently published work a re- 
mark which touches on the theme 
of Our present address. It is speci- 
fied there that the expression “in- 
nesto” (graft), used to designate 
the transfer of parts of a dead 
body to living men, is inaccurate 
and improperly used. The text 
says: 

“Impropriamente, viene chiam- 
ato ‘innesto’ anche |’impiego di tes- 
suti ‘fissati’ (morti e conservati) ; 
mentre sarebbe piu esatto parlare 
di ‘impianto’ o di ‘inclusione’ di un 
tessuto morto in un_ tessuto 
vivente.” 1 

It is up to you to evaluate this 
assertion from the medical stand- 
point; from the philosophical and 





Reported in Osservatore Romano, May 14-15, 1956. French text. Translation 


by Very Rev. F. J. Connell, C.SS.R. 


This was an address to a group composed of eye specialists and delegates of 
the ‘Associazione Italiana Donatori della Cornea,” the Italian Association of Donors 
of the Cornea. It was delivered a few months after Father Carlo Gnocchi, an Italian 
priest, bequeathed his eyes before death to two blind youths. This bequest brought 
to public notice the moral questions which the Holy Father discusses here. 

The Eye-Bank for Sight Restoration in New York has expressed its gratitude to 
the Holy Father for this message. They state that in the eleven years of their 
existence they have aided seven thousand people who were blind from corneal 


defects. 
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theological standpoint the criticism 
is justified. The transfer of a tissue 
or of an organ from a corpse to a 
living person is not a transfer from 
man to man; the corpse was a man 
but is one no longer. 


Physical and moral organisms 


We have also noticed in the 
printed documentation another re- 
mark which leads to confusion and 
which We believe We must rectify. 
To prove that the excision of or- 
gans necessary for transplantation 
from one living person to another 
is in conformity with nature and 
lawful, it has been put in the same 
category as the removal of a par- 
ticular physical organ done in the 
interest of an entire physical body. 
In this instance the members of the 
individual weuld be considered as 
parts and members of the whole 
organism which constitutes “hu- 
manity,” in the same manner—or 
almost in the same manner—as 
they are parts of the individual 
organism of a man. 


Essential differences 


Then it is argued that, if it is 
permitted, when necessary, to sac- 
rifice a particular member (hand, 
foot, eye, ear, kidney, sexual 
gland) to the organism of “the 
man,” it should likewise be per- 
mitted to sacrifice a particular 
member to the organism “human- 
ity” (in the person of one of its 
members who is sick and suffer- 
ing). The purpose visualized by 
this manner of argumentation, to 
heal, or at least to soothe the ail- 
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ments of others, is understandable 
and praiseworthy, but the method 
proposed and the argument on 
which it is based are erroneous. 
The essential difference between a 
physical organism and a moral 
organism is neglected, as is also 
the essential qualitative difference 
between the relation of the parts 
to the whole in these two types of 
organism. 


The physical organism of “the 
man” is one complete whole in its 
being. The members are parts 
united and bound together in their 
very physical essence. They are so 
absorbed by the whole that they 
possess no independence. They 
exist only for the sake of the total 
organism and have no other end 
than that of the total organism. 

It is an entirely different matter 
in the case of the moral organism 
that is humanity. This constitutes 
a whole only in regard to act and 
finality; individuals, in as far as 
they are members of this organism, 
are only functional parts. The 
“whole” can make demands on 
them only in what pertains to the 
order of action. In their physical 
being individuals are not in any 
way dependent on one another or 
on humanity. Direct evidence and 
common sense show the falsity of 
any contrary assertion. 

On this account the total organ- 
ism which is humanity has no right 
to impose on individuals demands 
in the domain of physical being on 
the grounds of any natural right of 
the “whole” to dispose of the parts. 
The excision of a particular organ 


“The use of ‘fixed’ tissue (dead or preserved) has improperly come to be called 
‘grafting;’ actually it would be more exact to speak of ‘implanting’ or ‘enclosing’ 
a dead tissue in a living tissue.”—Trans. 
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would be an example of direct in- 
terference, not only in the sphere 
of the individual’s action, but also 
and chiefly in that of his being, on 
the part of a “whole” which is 
purely functional, “humanity,” “so- 
ciety,” “the State,” in which the 
individual is incorporated only as 
a functional member and as re- 
gards action. 


The Mystical Body 


In an entirely different context 
We have previously emphasized the 
significance and the importance of 
this consideration and recalled the 
necessary distinction, which must 
carefully be taken into account, be- 
tween the physical organism and 
the moral organism. This was in 
Our Encyclical of June 29, 1943, on 
the “Mystical Body of Christ.” 
What We have just said We then 
summarized in several phrases 
which those who are not theolo- 
gians would perhaps not grasp im- 
mediately because of their concise 
form. But by a careful reading of 
these sentences they would come 
to a better understanding of the 
difference between the relation of 
whole to part in a physical organ- 
ism and in one that is moral. It 
was necessary at that time to ex- 
plain how the simple Catholic is 
part of the Mystical Body of 
Christ, which is the Church, and 
the difference between this rela- 





201 


tionship and that which exists 
within a physical organism. We 
then said: 

“Dum enim in naturali corpore 
unitatis principium ita partes iun- 
git, ut propria, quam vocant, sub- 
sistentia singulae prorsus careant; 
contra in mystico Corpore mutuae 
coniunctionis vis, etiamsi intima, 
membra ita inter se copulat, ut 
singula omnino fruantur persona 
propria. Accedit quod, si totius et 
singulorum membrorum mutuam 
inter se rationem consideramus, in 
physico quolibet viventi corpore 
totius concretionis emolumento 
membra singula universa postre- 
mum unice destinantur, dum so- 
cialis quaelibet hominum com- 
pages, si modo ultimum utilitatis 
finem inspicimus, ad omnium et 
uniuscuiusque membri profectum, 
utpote personae sunt, postremum 
ordinantur.” 2 


The psychology of the blind 


We now return to Our main 
theme, the moral evaluation of the 
transplantation of the cornea from 
a dead body to a living person in 
order to assist those who are blind 
or are becoming blind. At the 
service of such persons today are 
placed the charity and the sym- 
pathy of many compassionate indi- 
viduals, as well as the progress of 
technique and of scientific surgery, 
with all their inventive resources, 


2 Acta Apostolic Sedis, XXXV, p. 221-222—“In a natural body the principle of unity 
so unites the parts that each lacks its own individual subsistence. In the Mystical 
Body, on the contrary, that mutual union, though intrinsic, links the members by a 
bond which leaves the personality of each intact. Besides, if we examine the relation- 
ship existing between the various members and between the members and the head, 
in every living physical body all the different members are ultimately directed only 
towards the good of the whole, while every moral association of men, if we look to 
its ultimate usefulness, is in the end directed towards the advancement of each and 
every single member, since they are all persons.” 
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their daring and their persever- 
ance. The psychology of the blind 
person enables us to understand 
his need of compassionate assist- 
ance and his gratitude on receiving 
it. 

The blind man at Jericho 


The Gospel of St. Luke contains 
a vivid description of the psychol- 
ogy of the blind person, which is 
a masterpiece. The blind man of 
Jericho, hearing the crowd pass by, 
asked what it meant. He was told 
that Jesus of Nazareth was passing 
that way. Then he cried out: 
“Jesus, Son of David, have mercy 
on me.” 

The people commanded him to be 
silent, but he continued to cry out 
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all the more: “Son of David, have 
mercy on me.” Then Jesus com- 
manded that he be brought to Him. 

“What wilt thou that I do for 
thee?” 

“Lord, that I may see.” 

“Receive thy sight; thy faith has 
saved thee.” 

And at once he received his sight, 
and followed Jesus, glorifying 
God. (cf. Luke 18, 35-43) 

That cry, “Lord, that I may see,” 
resounds in the ears and hearts of 
all. You wish to answer it and 
give assistance, as far as lies in 
your power. You assure Us that 
the transfer of the cornea is for 
many of the sick a means that 
promises a cure or at least relief 
and improvement. Well, use it and 





fluid, the aqueous. 


important for good sight. 





Explanation of Corneal Transplant 


Contrary to popular belief it is not possible to transplant the whole eye. 
However, a special part of the front of the eye, the cornea, can be trans- 
planted. The cornea is a clear transparent window which is located in front 
of the pupil and iris. The iris is the tissue which determines the colored part 
of the eye. Between the cornea and iris is a space occupied by a clear watery 


A better appreciation of this arrangement may be gained by a comparison 
with the ordinary pocket watch. The crystal of the watch represents the 
cornea, the face, with the hands and numerals corresponding to the pupil and 
iris. The space between the crystal and face of the watch contains air while 
in the eye the analogous space is filled by the clear watery aqueous. Norm- 
ally clear and transparent, the cornea may become scarred and opaque as a 
result of injury or disease. Just as it would be difficult to read the time of a 
watch if the crystal were smeared with soap, so also one cannot see through 
an opaque cornea, especially if this opacity involves the center, which is most 


In the actual transplantation, therefore, a small round window measuring 
from one-fifth to one-third of an inch in diameter is cut out of the center 
and a piece of clear cornea from a donor eye is placed in the opening, replac- 
ing the scarred piece. If the operation is successful, the piece of transplanted 
cornea heals in place and provides a clear window through which good sight 
can once again be enjoyed.—Garrett L. Sullivan, M.D. 
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help them in as far as this is pos- 
sible and lawful, naturally choosing 
the cases with great discretion and 
prudence. 


Eye banks 


The documents which you have 
provided for Us enable one to visu- 
alize to some extent the operation 
which you perform. The removal 
of the cornea can be effected in two 
ways, you say, either by “lamellary 
keratoplasties” or by “perforating 
keratoplasties.” If the requisite 
technique is carefully observed, the 
eye can be preserved for a period 
of from 48 to 60 hours after re- 
moval. If several clinics are not 
too far apart from one another, 
they can set up a reserve of mate- 
rial ready for use and mutually 
render one another assistance ac- 
cording to the needs of particular 
cases. 


Odds for success 


We also find in your documenta- 
tion general information on the 
need for transplanting the cornea 
and on its possibilities of success. 
The majority of those who are 
blind or are becoming blind can- 
not be helped ‘by this operation. 
You caution against utopian hopes 
in the prognosis of operable cases. 
You write: 

“E’ bene che il pubblico sappia 
che non sono possibili trapianti di 
altri tessuti oculari e tanto meno 
dell’occhio intero nell’uomo, ma e 
solo possible sostituire, e solo par- 
zialmente, la porzione piu anteriore 
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dell’apparato diottrico oculare.” * 

As to the success of the proce- 
dure, you inform Us that of the 
4360 cases published between 1948 
and 1954, 45% to 65% have had a 
positive result, and a like percent- 
age is found in cases not published. 
You add: 

“Si e avuto un vantaggio ris- 
petto alle condizioni precedenti.” ¢ 

In only 20 per cent of your cases 
have you been able to attain “una 
visione piu 0 meno vicina alla nor- 
male.” ® 

You note in conclusion that in 
many countries the laws and ordi- 
nances of the State do not permit 
a wide use of corneal transplanta- 
tion, and that consequently it is 
impossible to aid a great number 
of blind persons or of those who 
are losing their sight. 

So much for what concerns the 
medical and technical aspect of 
your activities. 


Morality of transplantation from 
dead to living 


From the moral and religious as- 
pect, there is no objection to the 
removal of the cornea from a 
corpse, whether for lamellary or 
for perforating keratoplasties, if 
these are considered in themselves. 
For the person who receives them, 
that is to say, for the patient, they 
represent a restoration and a cor- 
rection of a defect, suffered from 
birth or brought on by accident. 

As to the corpse from which the 
cornea is taken, nothing is done to 
affect either goods to which he has 


*“Tt is good that the public should know that transplants of other eye tissues are 
not possible and still less any that involve the entire eye in man. It is possible only 
to substitute partially the anterior portion of the visual mechanism.”—Trans, 

*“As a result of these experiences gains have been made.”—Trans. 


5“ A more or less normal vision.”—Trans. 
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a right or his right to these goods. 
A corpse no longer is a subject of 
a right in the strict sense of the 
word, for it is deprived of the per- 
sonality which alone can be a sub- 
ject of a right. The excision is not 
the removal of a good. The organs 
of sight in reality (their presence 
and integrity) have no longer the 
character of goods in a corpse be- 
cause they no longer serve it and 
no longer have a relation to any 
end. 


This does not at all signify that 
in regard to the dead body of a 
human being there cannot be, or 
are not in fact, moral obligations, 
rules or prohibitions. Nor does it 
mean that the third parties who 
are charged with the care of a 
corpse, of its integrity and of the 
treatment to which it will be sub- 
jected, cannot surrender or do not 
in fact surrender, rights and duties 
properly so called. The very con- 
trary is true. Keratoplastic oper- 
ations which are not in themselves 
morally objectionable can for cer- 
tain reasons be not above reproach 
and even directly immoral. 


Dignity of a dead body 


In the first place, it is necessary 
to condemn a morally erroneous 
judgment which is formed in the 
soul of a person but usually in- 
fluences his external conduct and 
consists in putting the corpse of a 
human being on the same plane as 
that of an animal or even of a 
simple “thing.” The dead body of 
an animal can be used in almost all 
its parts. The same can be said 
in regard to the dead body of a 
human being considered from a 
purely material aspect, that is to 
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say, from the standpoint of the ele- 
ments of which it is composed. For 
some people this attitude consti- 
tutes the final criterion of thought 
and the ultimate principle of 
action. 


Such an attitude implies an error 
in judgment and a rejection of 
psychology and of the religious 
and moral sense. For the human 
corpse deserves to be regarded en- 
tirely differently. The body was 
the abode of a spiritual and im- 
mortal soul, an essential con- 
stituent of a human person whose 
dignity it shared. Something of 
this dignity still remains in the 
corpse. We can say also that, since 
it is a component of man, it has 
been formed “to the image and 
likeness” of God, which extends far 
beyond the general vestiges of re- 
semblance to God that are found 
in animals without intelligence and 
even in purely material and in- 
animate creatures. In a way the 
words of the Apostle apply even to 
a corpse: “Do you not know that 
your members are the temple of 
the Holy Spirit who is in you?” 
(I Cor. 6, 19) 

Finally, the dead body is des- 
tined for resurrection and eternal 
life. This is not true of the body 
of an animal, and it proves that it 
is not sufficient to visualize “thera- 
peutic purposes” for a proper eval- 
uation and treatment of the human 
corpse. 


Needs of medical science 


On the other hand, it is equally 
true that medical science and the 
training of future physicians de- 
mand a detailed knowledge of the 
human body, and that cadavers are 
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needed for study. What We have 
just said does not forbid this. A 
person can pursue this legitimate 
objective while fully accepting 
what We have just said. 


A morally good act but ordinarily 
not a duty 


It also follows from this that a 
person may will to dispose of his 
body and to destine it to ends that 
are useful, morally irreproachable 
and even noble (among them the 
desire to aid the sick and the suf- 
fering). One may make a decision 
of this nature with respect to his 
own body with full realization of 
the reverence which is due to it, 
and with full attention to the 
words which the Apostle spoke to 
the Corinthians. This decision 
should not be condemned, but posi- 
tively justified. Consider, for ex- 
ample, the noble deed of Don Carlo 
Gnocchi. 

Unless circumstances impose an 
obligation we must respect the lib- 
erty and spontaneity of the parties 
involved. Ordinarily the deed can- 
not be presented as a duty or as 
an obligatory act of charity. In 
proposing it, an intelligent reserve 
must certainly be maintained in 
order to avoid serious internal and 
external conflicts. 


Problem of recompense 


Moreover, must one, as is often 
done, refuse in principle all com- 
pensation? This question remains 
unanswered. It cannot be doubted 
that grave abuses could occur if a 
payment is demanded. But it would 
be going too far to declare immoral 
every acceptance or every demand 
of payment. The case is similar to 
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blood transfusions. It is commend- 
able for the donor to refuse recom- 
pense; it is not necessarily a fault 
to accept it. 


Regard for the sentiment of 
relatives 


The removal of the cornea, 
though perfectly lawful in itself, 
can become illicit if the rights and 
the feelings of the third parties 
charged with the care of the body 
are violated. These are primarily 
the near relatives, but they could 
be other persons by virtue of public 
or private rights. It would not 
be humane to ignore sentiments so 
profound in the interest of medi- 
cine or of “therapeutic aims.” 

Generally speaking, doctors 
should not be permitted to under- 
take excisions or other operations 
on a corpse without the permission 
of those charged with its care, and 
perhaps even in the face of objec- 
tions previously expressed by the 
person in question. Nor would it 
be fair for the bodies of poor pa- 
tients in public clinics and hos- 
pitals to be regularly destined to 
the service of doctors and sur- 
geons, while the bodies of wealth- 
ier patients are not. Money and 
social status should not intervene 
when it is a question of sparing 
such delicate human feelings. 

On the other hand, the public 
must be educated. It must be ex- 
plained with intelligence and re- 
spect that to consent explicitly or 
tacitly to serious damage to the 
integrity of a corpse in the interest 
of those who are suffering is no 
violation of the reverence due to 
the dead since it is justified by 
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valid reasons. In spite of every- 
thing, this consent can involve sad- 
ness and sacrifice for the near rela- 
tives, but this sacrifice is glorified 
by the aureole of merciful charity 
toward some suffering brothers. 


The role of public authority 


Public authorities and the laws 
which concern the use of corpses 
should, in general, be guided by 
these same moral and humane con- 
siderations, since they are based on 
human nature itself, which takes 
precedence over society in the 
order of causality and in dignity. 
In particular, public authorities 
have the duty to supervise their 
enforcement and above all to take 
care that a “corpse” shall not be 
considered and treated as such 
until death has been sufficiently 
proved. 

On the other hand, public au- 
thorities are empowered to protect 
the lawful interests of medicine 
and of medical education. If it is 
suspected that death was due to a 
criminal cause, or if there is dan- 
ger to the public health, the corpse 
must be delivered to the authori- 
ties. All this can and should be 
done without neglect of the respect 
due to the deceased and to the 
rights of the next of kin. Finally, 
public authorities can contribute 
effectively toward convincing peo- 
ple of the necessity and of the 
moral lawfulness of certain regu- 
lations regarding dead bodies and 
thus prevent or dispel the occasion 
of conflicts, both internal and ex- 
ternal, in the individual, the fam- 
ily and society. 
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No arbitrary action 


Almost two years ago, on Sep: 
tember 30, 1954, We expressed 
these same ideas in an allocution to 
the Eighth Congress of the Inter- 
national Medical Association, and 
We would now wish to repeat and 
to confirm what We then said in a 
brief paragraph: 

“In what concerns the removal 
of parts from the body of a dead 
person for therapeutic purposes, a 
doctor is not permitted to treat the 
corpse in any way he wishes. It 
belongs to public authority to lay 
down suitable regulations. But 
even public authority may not act 
arbitrarily. There are legal regu- 
lations to which one can raise seri- 
ous objections. One norm, such as 
that which permits the doctor in a 
sanitorium to remove parts of the 
body for therapeutic purposes, 
even though any question of profit 
is excluded, is inadmissible because 
of the possibility that it might be 
interpreted too freely. 

“Tt is also necessary to take into 
consideration the rights and duties 
of those whose obligation it is to 
assume responsibility for the body 
of the deceased. And finally, the 
demands of natural morality, 
which forbid us to consider and 
treat the body of a human being 
merely as a thing, or as the body 
of an animal, must at all times be 
duly respected.” (Discorsi e Radio- 
messaggi, Vol. 16, p. 176) 

With the hope that We have 
given you a more precise orienta- 
tion and have facilitated a more 
profound understanding of the 
religious and moral aspects of this 
subject, We grant you wholeheart- 
edly Our Apostolic Blessing. 
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(Continued from page 112) 


enjoy at this moment, let everyone turn 
his glance and his heart toward the sav- 
ing Divine Host and ask this grace: 
unity: in charity. This is the fundamen- 
tal need of the world today.” 


* 
THE UNITED NATIONS Consul- 


tative Committee on Public Informa- 
tion was told by Pope Pius that “all 
which concerns truth and the mainte- 
nance of that peace which is so closely 
dependent upon it has something of a 
sacred character.” Giving the public 
correct information, the Holy Father 
said, is a difficult task entailing heavy 
responsibilities. “The objectivity of 
facts has to be verified, their causes 
indicated, their consequences measured 
or at least estimated. In short, they must 
be clarified by appropriate comment.” 
“A reporter worthy of the name,” he 
continued, “must malign no one. Rather 
must he try to understand and make 
others understand the failures and even 
mistakes which are made.” “To explain 
does -not necessarily mean to excuse,” 
the Pope concluded, “but rather to sug- 
gest the remedy and consequently to 
do a positive and constructive job.” 


* 


FOOD DISTRIBUTION — 
SUPERMARKETS: In the course of 
an address to members of the Interna- 
tional Association for the Distribution 
of food, the Pope made mention of the 
American supermarket. “The modern 


method of food distribution now re- 
quires the cooperation of the customer 
himself,” he said. “The self-service sys- 
time already in vogue in the United 
States—and in the supermarkets which 
an interesting initiative is now making 
known to the people of Rome—invites 
the customer to play a more active part 
and thereby save himself some of the 
cost of the merchandise.” 

The delegates, who had come from 31 
nations, heard the Pope discuss in quite 
some detail the technical and commer- 
cial aspects of their field, as well as the 
moral and spiritual side. Toward the 
close of the address, and among his 
other remarks, he said: “It is your duty 
to oppose energetically all that might 
impair the atmosphere of loyalty and 
confidence which should prevail between 
producers and distributors, among pro- 
ducers themselves and in their relations 
with consumers. Suspect or fraudulent 
practices must be eliminated without 
hesitation. . . . Open-mindedness, a 
taste for the calculated risk, solicitude 
for the common good, even if individual 
interests must suffer a little at first, per- 
fect honesty: all these qualities of a good 
merchant have now more than ever a 
rightful claim on you, and are prime 
factors of success.” 

“Over and above the weighty concerns 
of your business,” he concluded, “you 
must know how to reserve a place for 
meditation upon eternal truths and for 
the exploration of the intimate riches of 
the soul, which reveal the presence of 
God and the abundance of His gifts.” 
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SCHOOLS AND SCHOLARS: 
The month of May produced a parade 
of papal messages to educators and edu- 
cational institutions. Good wishes and 
blessings were sent to the Union of Ger- 
man Catholic Women Teachers, meeting 
for the sixty-second time this year in 
Gmuend, Germany. The Holy Father ex- 
pressed appreciation to the Brothers of 
Christian Schools for their three cen- 
turies of work and urged them to con- 
tinue their course of “forming new 
generations of Christians who are proud 
of their faith and ready to carry out in 
society all of their family and social 
duties.” 


* 


PROBLEMS OF THE BOARD- 
ING SCHOOL received lengthy discus- 
sion in an address delivered by the Pope 
in April to teachers and students of the 
National Boarding School for Men at 
Rome. “Life in common , . .,” the Holy 
Father pointed out, “under a rigid regi- 
mentation which is unable to distinguish 
between individuals, presents its own 
dangers.” 

To the faculty he recommended per- 
sonal attention to the pupil; a spirit of 
moderation in ascertaining the proper 
amount of study, recreation and com- 
pulsory exercises of piety; a gentleness 
and justice in the exercise of discipline. 
Students were urged to have confidence 
in the advice and counsel given them; 
to accept correction with docility; to 
apply their talents generously and dili- 
gently to the task at hand. The family 
of the students, who, the Pope said, 
neither relinquish their rights nor shake 
off their responsibilities when they en- 
trust a son to a school, were reminded 
of their duty to uphold, support, and 
continue the work of the teachers. 


His remarks were made, Pope Pius 
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said, “in the hope of profiting many 
other young people whose future, as 
well as that of society at large, depends 
in great measure upon the few short 
years they spend in school.” His deep 
interest and concern found voice in the 
plaintive question, “What will become 
of a nation whose young men do not 
. .. aspire to higher and better things?” 


* 


TO YOUNG WOMEN AND 
GIRLS, delegates from 32 nations at- 
tending the congress of the World Fed- 
eration of Catholic Young Women and 
Girls, Pope Pius XII said that emphasis 
must be put on the inner spiritual de- 
velopment of the individual rather than 
upon the details of organizational struc- 
ture in today’s technical world. 

The modern world is building a gi- 
gantic material structure, but men can- 
not escape their ultimate destiny, in 
spite of their admiration for and attach- 
ment to these material wonders. Drawn 
by this vortex, which does not allow 
time for reflection and_ recollection, 
“youth may lose without noticing it the 
sense of other truer and higher, but 
more austere realities, namely, those of 
the spiritual life.” 

The Holy Father told the delegates to 
strive for a stable and well-balanced in- 
terior life, not to pass over any aspect of 
Christian truth and to search for its in- 
exhaustible riches with serenity and pa- 
tience. “How many ‘young people are 
there,” he asked, “who have the courage 
to undertake long and daily prayer, the 
only way that leads to the presence of 
God? Do not hope to carry on an 
apostolate worthy of the name if you do 
not accept this first elementary require- 
ment, the importance of which Christian 
tradition has never ceased to underline.” 
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A LITERARY GEM is the Holy 
Father’s radiomessage on the 500th an- 
niversary of the public vindication of 
St. Joan of Arc by Church authorities. 
Speaking to a large crowd gathered for 
the reopening of the war-damaged 
Cathedral at Rouen, the Holy Father 
compared in picturesque language the 
strength with which this great Cathedral 
has withstood the ravages of the cen- 
turies to the heroic constancy of St. Joan 
amid the trials and torments of her 
martyrdom. Both Joan and the Cathe- 
dral, he said, “shared in the divine 
plan a mission of suffering and martyr- 
dom, seeming death and glorious re- 
birth.” There are two brief selections 
from this message on page 155. We hope 
to print it in full in some future issue. 


* 


THE TWIN CITY MOVEMENT, 
organized to develop bonds of friendship 
between Rome and Paris, occasioned 
words of praise and encouragement 
from His Holiness. Pope Pius declared 
that Rome had given the Latin world 
its juridical structure, nourished ancient 
and Renaissance humanism, and pre- 
serves in the modern world “an uncon- 
tested moral preeminence.” He also.re- 
ferred to the “characteristics which illus- 
trate in the . . . French capital . . . the 
age-long impulsion of human and Chris- 
tian love.” He recalled King Saint Louis, 
“a model of equity and goodness,” and 
the “radiant compassion of Vincent de 
Paul.” He prayed in conclusion that this 
“happy presage of the ‘European’ spirit” 
might live and be fecund. 


* 
GLASS: To members of the Euro- 


pean Federation of Glass Industries 


Pope Pius XII said, “It is hard to im- 
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agine what man’s daily life would be 
like if it were suddenly deprived of the 
services of that material which seems 
to have concluded a mysterious union 
with light. What wonder if it lends it- 
self so readily to the fancy of the skilled 
artisan and catches the winged crea- 
tions of his imagination? ... It helps 
to fill with recollection and peace the 
naves of cathedrals . . . relating the 
infinitely diverse nuances of light and 
transforming it into the splendid symbol 
of the glory and very life of God.” 


Just as glass, said the Holy Father, 
has lowly uses as well as sublime ones, 
so “are the most sublime impulses in- 
scribed on the prosaic web of everyday 
acts.” “Under the burden of the most 
overwhelming cares,” said the Holy 
Father to his hearers, “and in spite of 
the difficulties which make your task 
trying, keep your inner liberty, your 
unselfishness, your concern for the toil 
and trials of others. May there arise 
readily within you that impulse toward 
the heights which ennobles the soul and 
makes it capable of any and every kind 
of generosity.” 


* 


FORMER ITALIAN WAR PRIS. 
ONERS were told by the Holy Father: 
“Conserve and strengthen all the virtues 
which were born in you and grew, with 
the help of divine grace, amid the trials 
of imprisonment.” “Men like you,” the 
Pope said, “who have been strengthened 
by sacrifice and possess the loftiest civic 
and religious virtues, have a right to 
the lasting esteem and gratitude of the 
nation, but they also have a duty to use 
their example to lead coming genera- 
tions to a more loyal attachment to 
Church and country.” 
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THE RANGE OF SUBJECTS on 
which the Pope spoke from April to 
June of this year almost defies compre- 
hension. The newly ordained priests of 
the Latin American Pontifical College 
were advised on their priestly apostolate 
in Central and South America. He ap- 
pealed to confectioners to remember 
that in the course of business they deal 
with men beset by care and worry. Pil- 
grims from Valencia, Bilbao, Barcelona, 
and other points were received with pa- 
ternal warmth and sent on their home- 
ward journies the wiser for their con- 
tact with the Vicar of Christ. Church 
unity was prayed for in a letter to the 
Bishops of the Ukraine. Hotel doormen 
were shown that theirs is a genuine and 
honorable calling. The crew of the 
Chilean ship “Esmeralda” were urged 
to seek God in the vast solitude of the 
sea. From all lands and all walks of 
life the children of the Church sought 
their common Father and were the 


richer. 
* 


TRANSLATORS: As in our last 
issue, we have a large number of trans- 
lators represented in this issue. (Indeed, 
with sixty or more messages in a three 
month period, the number could not 
help but be large.) The translators of 
messages appearing in full are identified 
in the footnote to each article. The fol- 
lowing translated one or more of the 
excerpts appearing in this issue: Garrett 
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Bolger, Margaret Dorety, Mary Fockler, 
Brother Charles Henry, F.S.C., Aida 
Mastrangelo, Very Rev. John P. McCor- 
mick, S.S., Lucia Quintero, Rev. Chas. 
Spence, Rev. Austin Vaughan, Kathryn 
D. Wyatt. 


* 
PIUS XII LIBRARY at St. Louis 


University has received permission to 
copy the Vatican Library’s rare printed 
books. St. Louis University will make 
the film copies available at cost to other 
libraries. The project is sponsored by 
the Knights of Columbus, as was the 
work of St. Louis University in micro- 
filming the manuscript collection of the 
Vatican Library. 


* 


YOUR CHANCE TO HELP THE 
MODERN APOSTOLATE very easily 
lies in giving a subscription to The Pope 
Speaks Magazine to public libraries and 
to non-Catholic schools and institutions. 
Protestants and secularists (as well as 
too many Catholics!) are always sur- 
prised to find out what “the Pope really 
says.” Your public library may not 
have funds readily available for a sub- 
scription to TPS. But it would certainly 
welcome a gift subscription. You can 
put The Pope Speaks in your community 
library—or in the reading rooms of va- 
rious schools, study groups and organ- 
izations—by simply filling out the sub- 
scription card enclosed in this issue and 
mailing it to us. 


x 
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271(a) Saint Olga. (Novimus vos) Jan- 
uary 20, 1956. Letter of Pope Pius XII 
to the Ukrainian Hierarchy. (Est. 
length: 1500 words) 


Key Topics 


Apostolic zeal; Church unity; East- 
ern Church; Holy See; Oriental rites; 
Persecution; Primacy of Peter; St. 
Olga; St. Vladimir the Great. 


Latin text: AAS (May 29, 1956) 48: 260- 
64; Osservatore Romano (May 13, 1956). 


272. Saint Rita. (Grato animo ob- 
sequii) February 11, 1956. Letter of 
Pope Pius XII to the Very Rev. Engel- 
bert Eberhard, Prior General of the 
Hermits of St. Augustine. (Est. length: 
400 words) 


Key Topics 


Motherhood; St. Rita of Cascia; 
Women. 


Latin text: AAS (May 28, 1956) 48: 267- 
68; Osservatore Romano (May 13, 1956). 


273. To the French Academy. (Nous 
avons été) March 29, 1956. Letter of 
Pope Pius XII to Georges Lecomte, Sec- 
retary to the French Academy. (Est. 
length: 125 words) 


French text: Osservatore Romano (April 
6, 1956). 








274. To the Union of French Catholic 
Charitable Organizations. (Notre pater- 
nelle) March 30, 1956. Letter of Pope 
Pius XII to the Very Reverend Ales- 
sandro Renard, Bishop of Versailles. 
(Est, length: 1000 words) 


Key Topics 


Apostolate; Catholic Action; 
Church; Social teaching of Church; 
Sociology. 


French text: AAS (May 28, 1956) 48: 
264-66; Osservatore Romano (April 9, 
1956). 


275. Faith, Peace, and the Atom. (Come 
desti) April 1, 1956. Easter message of 
Pope Pius XII to the whole world. (Est. 
length: 1800 words) 


Key Topics 


Atomic warfare; Charity; Church; 
Coexistence; Easter; Faith; Faith and 
charity; Faith and works; Fear; God 
and man; Material progress; Mystical 
Body; Nuclear energy; Peace; Peace 
of soul; Progress; Resurrection; So- 
cial and economic reform; Temporal 
and eternal. 


Italian text: AAS (April 16, 1956) 48: 
184-88; Osservatore Romano (April 2-3, 
1956) ; English tr.: N.C.W.C. News Serv- 
ice (April 2, 1956); THE Pore SPEAKS 
(Autumn 1956), v. 3, no. 2, p. 151. 


276. To Young Women. (Vous inau- 
gurez) April 3, 1956. Address of Pope 
Pius XII to the World Federation of 


211 





212 


Catholic Young Women and Girls. (Est. 
length: 2200 words) 


Key Topics 
Apostolate; Church; Humility; 
Prayer; Spiritual life; Spiritual and 
material; Materialism; Technology; 
Temporal and eternal; Women. 


French text: AAS (May 28, 1956) 48: 
272-77; Osservatore Romano (April 5, 
1956). 


277. To the Pontificio Collegio Pio 
Latino Americano. (Una audiencia ver- 
daderamente) April 4, 1956. Address of 
Pope Pius XII to superiors and students 
of the Pontificio Collegio Pio Latino 
Americano. (Est. length: 900 words) 


Key Topics 


Apostolate; Christian brotherhood; 
Christian life; Latin America; Priest- 
hood, 


Spanish text: Osservatore Romano 


(April 7, 1956). 


278. To Young Women of Spain. (Dos 
son los motives) April 9, 1956. Address 
of Pope Pius XII to the Spanish dele- 
gates to the World Federation of Young 


Catholic Women. (Est. length: 1000 
words) 
Key Topics 
Charity; Education; Folklore; Good 
example; Modesty ; Motherhood ; 


Spain; Women. 


Spanish text: Osservatore Romano 
(April 12, 1956). 
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279. To the Blessed Sacrament Congre- 
gation. (Piis expectatus) April 10, 1956. 
Letter of Pope Pius XII to Godfrey 
Spiekman, Superior General of the 
Blessed Sacrament Fathers. (Est. 
length: 400 words) 


Key Topics 
Blessed Peter Julian Eymard; Holy 
Eucharist. 


Latin text: AAS (May 28, 1956) 48: 
268-69. 


280. Rome and Paris. (C’est avec 
grand) April 10, 1956. Address of Pope 
Pius XII to the French delegation to 
Rome in connection with the “twin cit- 
ies” movement. (Est. length: 900 words) 
Key Topics 
Church and culture; Europe; Hu- 
man brotherhood; International coop- 
eration; Learning; Materialism; Paris; 
Roman law; Rome; St. Vincent de 
Paul; Western culture. 


French text: Osservatore Romano 
(April 11, 1956) ; English excerpts: THE 
Pore SPEAKS (Autumn 1956), v. 3, no. 
2, p. 168, 208-209. 


281. The Farmer’s Three Duties. (Vi 
siamo grati) April 11, 1956. Address of 
Pope Pius XII to the Association of Ital- 
ian Tenant Farmers. (Est. length: 2400 
words) 


Key Topics 
Agricultural techniques; Church; 
Church’s social doctrine; City and 


country; Dignity of man; Economics; 
Education; Family; Farming and the 
farmer; God and man; Priesthood; 
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Progress; Property; Public and pri- 
vate good; Religion; Science; Spir- 
itual and material; State; State and 
individual; Technical training; Youth. 


Italian text: AAS (May 28, 1956) 48: 
277-82; Osservatore Romano (April 13, 
1956); English tr.: THE Porpe SPEAKS 
(Autumn 1956), v. 3, no. 2, p. 169. 


282. To the Automobile Club of Rome. 
(Con vivo piacere) April 12, 1956. Ad- 
dress of Pope Pius XII to the Automo- 
bile Club of Rome. (Est. length: 400 
words) 


Key Topics 
Automobiles; 
Pleasure. 


Charity; Courtesy; 


Italian text: Osservatore Romano (April 
14, 1956). 


283. The University of Niagara. 
(Laetabile scitu) April 12, 1956. Letter 
of Pope Pius XII to Very Rev. Francis 
Mead, Rector of Niagara University. 
(Est. length: 700 words) 


Key Topics 


Church; Church and culture; Cul- 
ture; Education; Mary. 


Latin text: AAS (June 16, 1956) 48: 
446-47; Osservatore Romano (May 18, 
1956). 


284. To Cardinal Luque. (Optimo sane 
jure) April 14, 1956. Letter of Pope 
Pius XII to Cardinal Crisanto Luque, 
Archbishop of Bogota. (Est. length: 350 
words) 


Key Topics 
Apostolate; Seminaries. 


Latin text: AAS (May 28, 1956) 48: 
266-67; Osservatore Romano (May 5, 
1956). 


285. The Christian Aspect in Business. 
(Abbiamo accolto) April 14, 1956. Ad- 
dress of Pope Pius XII to the Society 
for the Construction of Waterworks. 
(Est. length: 1600 words) 
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Key Topics 

Business and Industry; Church; 
Church’s social doctrine; Dignity of 
labor; Education; Economics; Human 
solidarity; Labor; Management and 
labor; Mary; Material and spiritual; 
Mystical Body; Private enterprise; 
Private and common good; Society; 
State and individual; Totalitarianism; 
Waterworks. 


Italian text: Osservatore Romano (April 
15, 1956); English excerpts: N.C.W.C. 
News Service (May 18, 1956) ; THE PoPE 
SPEAKS (Autumn 1956), v. 3, no. 2, p. 
180ff. 


286. To Released Prisoners of War. 
(Diletti figli) April 15, 1956. Address of 
Pope Pius XII to former Italian war 
prisoners. (Est. length: 500 words) 


Key Topics 
Dispersed persons; Prisoners of 


war; Sacrifices; Trials and suffering; 
War. 


Italian text: Osservatore Romano (April 
16-17, 1956); English excerpts: THE 
Pore SPEAKS (Autumn 1950), v. 3, no. 2, 
p. 209. 


287. The Social Rehabilitation of Lep- 
ers. (Nous vous souhaitons) April 16, 
1956, Address of Pope Pius XII to the 
International Congress for the Help and 
Social Rehabilitation of Lepers. (Est. 
length: 2100 words) 


Key Topics 
Charity; Heroism; Hospitals; Lep- 
rosy; Medicine and medical science; 
Missions; Peace of soul; Physicians; 
Sickness and suffering; Social teach- 
ing of Church. 


French text: AAS (May 28, 1956) 48: 
282-86; Osservatore Romano (April 18, 
1956); English excerpts: THE POPE 
SPEAKS (Autumn 1956), v. 3, no. 2, p. 
$33, 


288. To Cardinal Mimmi. (Jam pridem 
indictus) April 18, 1956, Letter of Pope 
Pius XII to Cardinal Marcello Mimmi, 
Archbishop of Naples. (Est. length: 625 
words) 
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Key Topics 
Holy Eucharist; Peace; Prosperity. 


Latin text: AAS (June 16,1956) 48: 
447-49; Osservatore Romano (April 30- 
May 1, 1956). 


289. To the European Federation of 
Glass Industries. (Il Nous est) April 18, 
1956. Address of Pope Pius XII to offi- 
cials of the European Federation of 
Glass Industries. (Est. length: 400 
words) 


Key Topics 
Business and industry; Glass; Ma- 
terial and spiritual. 


French text: Osservatore Romano (April 
23-24, 1956); English excerpts: THE 
PoPE SPEAKS (Autumn 1956), v. 3, no. 2, 
p. 209 


290. To Teachers and Pupils. (Nell’ac- 
cogliervi) April 20, 1956. Address of 
Pope Pius XII to faculty and students 
of the Convitto Nazionale Maschile di 


Roma (National Boarding School for 
Boys in Rome). (Est. length: 4000 
words) 


Key Topics 

Boarding schools; Church and cul- 
ture; Church and youth; Education of 
youth; Educational aims and methods; 
Family; Family and teacher; Habit 
formation; Pedagogy; Pupils; Reli- 
gion; Religious training; Scholarship; 
Virtue; Youth. 


Italian text: Osservatore Romano (April 
21, 1956); English excerpts: THE POPE 
SPEAKS (Autumn 1956), v. 3, no. 2, p. 
207-208. 


291. To Confectioners. (Nous sommes 
sensible) April 21, 1956. Address of 
Pope Pius XII to members of the In- 
ternational Association of Confectionery 
Manufacturers. (Est. length: 500 
words) 


Key Topics 
Business and industry; Confection- 
ery; Whole man. 


French text: Osservatore Romano (April 
23-24, 1956). 
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300. On Our Lady of Quito. (Amadi- 
mos hijos) April 22, 1956. Radio-mes- 
sage of Pope Pius XII to the people of 
Ecuador. (Est. length: 1100 words) 


Key Topics 
Faith; Grace; Mary, Mother of Sor- 
rows; Quito. 


Spanish text: AAS (May 28, 1956) 48: 
292-94; Osservatore Romano (April 25, 
1956). 


301. To the U.N. Office of Public In- 
formation. (Nous avons voulu) April 24, 
1956. Address of Pope Pius XII to offi- 
cials of the U.N. Office of Public In- 
formation (Est. length: 400 words) 


Key Topics 
Intellectual and moral; Interna- 
tional affairs; Peace; Public Infor- 
mation; Reporters; Truth. 


French text: Osservatore Romano (April 
26, 1956); English excerpts: THE POPE 
SPEAKS (Autumn 1956), v. 3, no. 2, p. 
192; 207. 


302. To Pilgrims from Valencia. 
(Desde las orillas) April 29, 1956. Ad- 
dress of Pope Pius XII to a group of 
pilgrims from Valencia. (Est. length: 
850 words) 


Key Topics 
Catholic Action; Church; Holy 


Eucharist; Love; Mary; Rome; Saints 
and sanctity; Women. 


Spanish text: Osservatore Romano (May 
4, 1956). 


303. The Apostolate of the Working 
Man. (Vivo e gradito) May 1, 1956. 
Radio-TV address of Pope Pius XII to 
an international Catholic labor rally and 
particularly to the ACLI (Catholic As- 
sociations of Italian Workers), in Milan, 
Italy. (Est. length: 2700 words) 
Key Topics 
Apostolate; Catholic Associations of 
Italian Workers; Charity; Church; 
Church’s social doctrine; Christ the 
Worker; Dignity of man; Feast of St. 
Joseph the Worker; Labor; Manage- 
ment and labor; Nature of man; 


Peace; Social apostolate; Social jus- 
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tice; Social question; Temporal and 
eternal; War. 


Italian text: AAS (May 28, 1956) 48: 


287-92; Osservatore Romano (May 2-3, 
1956); English excerpts: THE POPE 
Speaks (Autumn 1956), v. 3, no. 2, p. 
177ff. 


304. The National Spanish Pilgrimage. 
(Bienvenida la Peregrinacion) May 4, 
1956. Address of Pope Pius XII to mem- 
bers of the National Spanish Pilgrimage 
to the Holy Land. (Est. length: 750 
words) 


Key Topics 
Holy Land; Rome; Spain. 


Spanish text: Osservatore Romano (May 
11-12, 1956). 


305. The Unity and Universality of 
Culture. (Nous avons été) May 5, 1956. 
Address of Pope Pius XII to representa- 
tives of the International Committee for 
the Unity and Universality of Culture. 
(Est. length: 1000 words) 


Key Topics 
Christian brotherhood; Cultural ex- 


change; Culture; Human solidarity; 
Ideas and action; International cooper- 


ation; Nationalism; Peace and justice; | 


Spiritual and material; Truth; Unity 
of culture. 
French text: Osservatore Romano (May 
6, 1956); English excerpts: THE POPE 
SpEAKs (Autumn 1956), v. 3, no. 2, p. 
111. 


306. To the Fifteenth Italian Euchar- 
istic Congress. (In questo vespro) May 


6, 1956. Radio message of Pope Pius XII | 


at the conclusion of the Fifteenth Ital- 
ian Eucharistic Congress at Lecce. (Est. 
length: 2400 words) 
Key Topics 
Charity; Christian life; Divine love; 
Eucharistic Congress; Faith; Holy 
Eucharist; Human brotherhood; Mys- 
tical Body; Peace; Redemption; Unity; 
Unity in charity; World’s needs. 


Italian text: AAS (June 16, 1956) 48: 
475-80; Osservatore Romano (May 7-8, 
1956); English excerpts: THE POPE 
SPeAKs (Autumn 1956), v. 3, no. 2, p. 
111-112, 156. 
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| 307. Centenary of “Oeuvre d’Orient.” 
| (Primo volvente saeculo) May 7, 1956. 
| Letter of Pope Pius XII to Monsignor 
| Carlo Lagier, President of the “Oeuvre 
| d’Orient” Association. (Est. length: 625 
| words). 


Key Topic 
Church unity. 


| Latin text: Osservatore Romano (May 
18, 1956). 


308. Heart Disease and the Whole Man. 
(Les circonstances qui) May 8, 1956. 
Address of Pope Pius XII to the Inter- 
national Convention on Cardiology. (Est. 
length: 2500 words) 


Key Topics 


Age; Coronary disease; Doctors; 
God and man; Hospitals; Hygiene and 
dietetics; Medicine and medical sci- 
ence; Nature; Peace of soul; Science; 
Sickness and suffering; Theory and 
practice; Whole man. 


French text: AAS (June 16, 1956) 48: 
454-59; Osservatore Romano (May 10, 
1956); English tr.: THE Pope SPEAKS 
(Autumn 1956), v. 3, no. 2, p. 185. 





309. To the Swiss Guard. (Unseren 
Gruss) May, 1956. Address of Pope 
Pius XII to the Swiss Guard. (Est. 
length: 2000 words) 


Key Topics 
Devotion to Holy See; Swiss guard. 


| German, French and Italian text: AAS 
(June 16, 1956) 48: 449-53; Osservatore 
| Romano (May 9, 1956). 


310. To the Italian Cooperative Con- 
federation. (Vi accogliamo con) May 10, 
1956. Address of Pope Pius XII to dele- 
gates of the Italian Cooperative Confed- 
eration. (Est. length: 500 words) 





Key Topics 


Church’s social teaching; Coopera- 
tives; Economics; Material and spir- 
itual. 


Italian text: Osservatore Romano (May 
| 11-12, 1956). 
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311. To Pilgrims from Bilbao. (Si 
mucho mds) May 14, 1956. Address of 
Pope Pius XII to a group of pilgrims 
from Bilbao, Spain. (Est. length: 600 
words) 


Key Topics 
Apostleship of Prayer; Jesuits; 
Perfection; Sacred Heart; Spain. 


Spanish text: Osservatore Romano (May 
28, 1956). 


312. Corneal Transplantation—and Re- 
spect for the Dead. (Vous nous avez de- 
mandé) May 14, 1956. Address of Pope 
Pius XII to eye specialists and delegates 
of the Associazione Italiana Donatori 
della Cornea (Italian Association of 
Donors of the Cornea). (Est. length: 
3900 words) 
Key Topics 
The blind; Corneal transplant; 
Dead; Human dignity; Man and ani- 
mal; Medicine and medical science; 
Mystical Body; Organic transplanta- 
tion; Physical and moral; Progress; 
Psychology; Public authority; Religi- 
ous and moral; Respect for corpse; 
Resurrection of the body; Rights and 
duties; Rights and goods; Science; 
Sickness and suffering; Society and 
individual; State; Surgery; Whole 
and part. 


French text: AAS (June 10-16, 1956) 
48: 459-67; Osservatore Romano (May 
14-15, 1956); English tr.: N.C.W.C. 
News Service (June 22, 1956); The 
American Ecclesiastical Review (Sep- 
tember 1956), v. 1385, no. 3; THE POPE 
SPEAKS (Autumn 1956), v. 3, no. 2, p. 
198. 


313. On Devotion to the Sacred Heart. 
(Haurietis aquas) May 15, 1956. En- 
cyclical letter of Pope Pius XII. (Est. 
length: 16,000 words) 

Key Topics (by sections) 

I. Apostleship of Prayer; Christian 
piety; Devotion; Devotion to the 
Sacred Heart; Divine love; Fathers 
of Church; Hypostatic Union; Incar- 
nation; Jews; Laicism; Liturgy; 
Love; Materialism; Old Covenant; 


Prophets; Redemption; Religion; Sa- 
cred Heart; Scripture; Sentimental- 
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ism; Symbolism; Teaching of Popes. 

II. Affections and emotions; Christ; 
Christ’s knowledge; Christ’s nature; 
Church; Cross; Gospels; Grace; Holy 
Eucharist; Holy Ghost; Human love; 
Human nature; Infinite love; Justice 
and mercy; Mary; New Covenant; 
Original sin; Passion and death; Psy- 
chology; Redemption; Sacred Heart; 
Senses; Sensible love. 

III. Affections and emotions; Ascen- 
sion; Baptism; Christ’s life and 
death; Christ’s prayers; Church; 
God’s gifts; Grace; Holy Eucharist; 
Holy Family; Holy Ghost; Mary; 
Mystical Body; Parables; Priesthood; 
Redemption; Sacraments; Sacred 
Heart; Sacrifice of Cross; St. Paul; 
Threefold love of Christ. 

IV. Apostolic See; Catholic doc- 
trine; Church; False mysticism; God 
and man; History; Hypostatic union; 
Liturgy; Love and reparation; Mercy 
of God; Private revelation; Relics; 
Revelation; Sacred Heart; Sacred 
Images; Saints; Scripture; Sensible 
and spiritual; Tradition; Trinity; 
Worship. 

V. Apostolic See; Charity; Chris- 
tian perfection; Civil society; Com- 
mandments; Consecration and dedica- 
tion; Cross; Devotion; Domestic and 
civil society; External acts; Holy 
Eucharist; Liturgy; Love and repara- 
tion; Mary; Materialism; Mystical 
Body; Peace; Popes; Private revela- 
tion; Religion; Sacred Heart; Salva- 
tion; Tradition. 

Latin text: AAS (May 28, 1956) 48: 
309-53; Osservatore Romano (May 19, 
1956); English tr.: THE Pope SPEAKS 
(Autumn 1956), v. 3, no. 2, p. 115. 


314. To the American Committee on 
Cultural Relations with Italy. (Our days 
are) May 18, 1956. Address of Pope 
Pius XII to members of the American 
Committee on Cultural Relations with 
Italy. (Est. length: 500 words) 
Key Topics 
America; Christian culture; Culture; 
International relations; Learning; Ma- 
terial and spiritual; Rome; Students; 
Truth and beauty. 
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English text: Osservatore Romano (May 
28, 1956); English excerpt: THE POPE 
Speaks (Autumn 1956), v. 3, no. 2, p. 
168. 


315. Marriage and Parenthood. (Vous 
Nous avez exprimé) May 19, 1956. Ad- 
dress of Pope Pius XII to the Second 
World Congress on Fertility and Steril- 
ity. (Est. length: 3700 words) 


Key Topics 
Artificial insemination; Birth rate; 
Children; Economics; Education; 


Family; Fertility and sterility; Love; 
Marital rights; Marriage; Material 
and spiritual; Medicine and medical 
science; Natural law; Parenthood; 
Peace of soul; Progress; Science and 
religion; Social problems; Society; 
Temporal and eternal; Virginity. 


French and Latin text: AAS (June 16, 
1956) 48: 467-74; Osservatore Romano 
(May 20, 1956); English tr.: THE POPE 
Speaks (Autumn 1956), v. 3, no. 2, p. 
191. 


316. To the Hospital Staffs of Rome. 
(Ecco un incontro) May 20, 1956. Ad- 
dress of Pope Pius XII to members of 
the hospital staffs of Rome. (Est. 
length: 2000 words) 


Key Topics 
Art of medicine; Chaplains; Church 
and_ hospitals; Hospitals; Human 
brotherhood; Legislation; Love; Medi- 
cal education; Medicine and medical 
science; Mystical Body; Physicians; 
Public aid to hospitals; Sickness and 

suffering. 


Italian text: Osservatore Romano (May 
21-22, 1956); English excerpts: THE 
Pore SPEAKS (Autumn 1956), v. 3, no. 
2, p. 110. 


317. To the Crew of a Chilean Train- 
ing Vessel. (Empujada por vuestros) 
May 20, 1956. Address of Pope Pius 
XII to the crew of a Chilean training 
vessel. (Est. length: 800 words) 


Key Topics 
Charity; Chile; 
Sea; Seamanship. 


Prayer; Sailors; 
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Spanish text: Osservatore Romano (May 
24, 1956). 


318. To Bavarian Government Officials. 
(Mit besonderer Freude) May 21, 1956. 
Address of Pope Pius XII to a group of 
Bavarian government officials. (Est. 
length: 700 words) 


Key Topics 
Charity; Church; Faith. 


German text: Osservatore Romano (May 
25, 1956). 


319. To the Brothers of Christian 
Schools. (Nous sommes heureux) May 
23, 1956. Address of Pope Pius XII toa 
group of Christian Brothers. (Est. 
length: 400 words) 


Key Topics 


Education; Religious life; Teaching 
brothers. 


French text: Osservatore Romano (May 
27, 1956); English excerpts: THE POPE 
Speaks (Autumn 1956) v. 3, no. 2, p. 
174, 207. 


320. To a Group of American Surgeons. 
(Care of the) May 24, 1956. Address 
of Pope Pius XII to a group of Ameri- 
can surgeons. (Est. length: 400 words) 


Key Topics 
Charity; Hospitals; Medicine and 


medical science; Physicians; Temporal 
and eternal. 


English text: Osservatore Romano (May 
27, 1956); English excerpt: THE POPE 
SPEAKS (Autumn 1956), v. 3, no. 2, p. 
110. 


321. To the Organization for Improve- 
ment of the Fucino. (Siamo ben lieti) 
May 25, 1956. Address of Pope Pius 
XII to members of the Organization for 
Improvement of the Fucino. (Est. 
length: 1000 words) 
Key Topics 
Christian brotherhood; Church and 
culture; Church and progress; Co- 
operatives; Economics; Farm produc- 
tion; Land reform; Love of neighbor; 
Material progress; Private property; 
Property owners. 
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Italian text: Osservatore Romano (May 
26, 1956); English excerpt: THE POPE 
SPEAKS (Autumn 1956), v. 3, no. 2, p. 
183. 


322. To Hotel Doormen of Rome. (Vi 
diamo) May 26, 1956. Address of Pope 
Pius XII to a group of hotel doormen. 
(Est. length: 1000 words) 
Key Topics 
Christian life; Courtesy; Hotel door- 
men; Hotels and hospitality; Profes- 
sional competence; Sanctification of 
work; Sanctity; Trades and profes- 
sions; Travelers; Virtues. 


Italian text: Osservatore Romano (May 
27, 1956). 


323. On Religious Perfection. (Sedes 
sapientiae) May 31, 1956. Apostolic Con- 
stitution of Pope Pius XII. (Est. length: 
3000 words) 


Key Topics 
Will be given in next issue. 


Latin Text: AAS (May 31, 1956); 48: 
354-365. 


323(a) Prayer for Priestly Holiness. 
(Domine Jesu pontifex) May, 1956. 
Prayer composed by Pope Pius XII. 
(Est. length: 275 words) 


Key Topics 
Church; Holiness; Priesthood. 


Latin text: Osservatore Romano (May 
30, 1956). 


324. Church Life and Church Law. 
(Wir heissen Sie) June 3, 1956. Address 
of Pope Pius XII to faculty and stu- 
dents of the University of Vienna Law 
School. (Est. length: 675 words) 


Key Topics 
Canon law; Church; Jurisprudence; 
Legalization; Marriage. 
German text: AAS (July 28, 1956) 48: 
498-99; Osservatore Romano (June 6, 
1956); English tr.: THE PoPE SPEAKS 
(Autumn 1956), v. 3, no. 2, p. 175. 


325. To Italian Domestic Workers. 


(Con particolare sollecitudine) June 3, 
1956. Address of Pope Pius XII to a 
group of Italian domestic workers, (Est. 
length: 1900 words) 


| 
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Key Topics 
Apostolate; Domestic workers; 
Faith; Family; Human brotherhood; 
Occasions of sin; Sanctification of 
work; Social conditions; Legislation; 
Temptation and sin; Women. 


Italian text: AAS (July 238, 1956) 48: 
499-503; Osservatore Romano (June 4-5, 
1956). 


326. On People’s Banks. (Le VIII’ 
Congrés) June 9, 1956. Address of Pope 
Pius XII to participants in the Eighth 
International Congress of Popular 
Credit. (Est. length: 1500 words) 


Key Topics 
Banks; Charity; Common _ good; 
Economics; Education; Free enter- 


prise; Human brotherhood; Thrift. 


French text: Osservatore Romano (June 
10, 1956); English excerpt: THE POPE 
SpeaAKs (Autumn 1956), v. 8, no. 2, p. 
206. 


327. Books, Publishers, and the Public. 
(Votre visite) June 11, 1956. Address 
of Pope Pius XII to the Fourteenth 
Congress of the International Union of 
Publishers. (Est. length: 1350 words) 


Key Topics 
Art; Bible; Books and children; 
Children; Church and _ literature; 


Natural law; Obscene literature, Psy- 
chology; Publishers; True, good, and 
beautiful. 


French text: Osservatore Romano (June 
11-12, 1956); English tr.: THE POoPE 
SPEAKS (Autumn 1956), v. 3, nv. 2, p. 
165. 


328. Indonesia. (Our cordial welcome) 
June 13, 1956. Address of Pope Pius 
XII to President Sukarno of Indonesia. 
(Est. length: 600 words) 
Key Topics 
Church and state; Government; In- 
donesia; Native clergy; Statesmen. 


English text: Osservatore Romano (June 
14, 1956); THE Pope SPEAKS (Autumn 
1956), v. 3, no. 2, p. 184. 


329. To the Diocesan Retreat Move- 
ment of Barcelona. (No hace todavia) 
June 15, 1956. Address of Pope Pius XII 
to the Diocesan Retreat Movement of 
























(Est. length: 


Spain. 


Barcelona, 
words) 


Key Topics 
Parish; Retreats; 
cises; Spiritual life. 


Spiritual Exer- 


Spanish text: Osservatore Romano (June 
16, 1956). 


330. On the Distribution of Food Prod- 
ucts. (C’est avec plaisir) June 23, 1956. 
Address of Pope Pius XII to the Third 
International Congress on the Distribu- 
tion of Food Products. (Est. length: 
1700 words) 


Key Topics 


Business and industry; Common 
good; Cooperation; Food products; 
Material and _ spiritual; Retailing; 
Supermarkets. 


TPS GUIDE 


1300 | 


French text: Osservatore Romano (June | 
23, 1956); English excerpts: THE POPE | 
SPEAKS (Autumn 1956), v. 3, no. 2, p. | 


207. 


331. On Saint Joan of Are. (En cette 
heure) June 25, 1956. Radio message of 
Pope Pius XII at the closing of the sol- 
emn celebration of the fifth centenary of 
the vindication of St. Joan of Are at 
Rouen. (Est. length: 1900 words) 


Key Topics 


brotherhood; Justice; 
Patriotism; Peace; Sacrifice; St, Joan 
of Arc. 


French text: Osservatore Romano (June 
25-26, 1956); English excerpts: 


p. 155, 208. 


332. Hos- 


pitals of Milan. 


To Representatives of the 


THE | 


Pore SPEAKS (Autumn 1956), v. 3, no. 2, | tenth 


(Vi diamo) June 26, | 


1956. Address of Pope Pius XII to rep- | 
| Mystici Corporis Christi, 29 June, 1948) ; 


resentatives of the hospitals of Milan. 
(Est. length: 2100 words) 


Key Topics 

Hospitals of Milan; Hospitals; Med- 
icine and medical science; Sickness 
and suffering. 


Cathedral; Faith; France; Human Acerbo nimis of St. 


Martyrdom; | 
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Italian text: Osservatore Romano (June 
27, 1956); English excerpts: THE POPE 
SPEAKS (Autumn 1956), v. 3, no. 2, p. 
110. 


Acta Apostolicae Sedis 


Although we do not reference all 
papal messages appearing in the Acta, 
we do attempt to indicate just which 
messages listed in our Guide have been 
published in the Acta. Usually they are 
printed in the Acta some weeks after 
their appearance in Osservatore Romano 
and hence arrive too late for our cur- 
rent Guide. The following messages 
covered in previous issues of THE POPE 
SPEAKS were later published in the Acta 
and not yet so indicated in our Guide. 
The number refers to the TPS Guide. 


198. Tibi fauste celebranti. 199, Pe- 
culiari animi. 203. Vous avez voulu. 
204. Nous vous souhaitons, 225. Quid- 
quid Malabarensi. 228. L’intima letizia. 
229. Il Nostro dovere. 230. La VIIIe 
session. 238. Siamo lieti. 240. Col 
cuore aperto. 258. Questo incontro con 
voi. 271. Dilectissimi Filii. 


Books and Commentaries 


Essays and documents on the Confra- 
ternity of Christian Doctrine. Saint 
Meinrad Essays, Saint Meinrad, Indiana, 
1956. Includes English translations of 
Pius X, Orbem 
Catholicum of Pius XI, De quelle con- 
solation of Pius XII, and of Provido 
sane consilio of the Congregation of the 
Council. 


Selected Letters and Addresses of Pius 
XII, isswed in commemoration of the 
anniversary of his coronation. 
Catholic Truth Society, London, 1956. 
(reprint) Contents: Darkness over the 
Earth (Encyclical Letter Summi ponti- 
ficatus. 20 October, 1939); The Mystical 
Body of Jesus Christ (Encyclical Letter 


Biblical Studies (Encyclical Letter Di- 
vino afflante spiritu, 30 September, 


| 1943); Rome and the Eastern Churches 
(Encyclical Letter Orientalis ecclesiae 
Decus, 9 April, 1944); Christian Wor- 
ship (Encyclical Letter Mediator Dei, 20 
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November, 1947) ; The Pope’s Five Peace 
Points (Address In questo giorno, 24 
December, 1939); The Pope Speaks to 
Mothers (Address Davanti a questa, 26 
October, 1941); The Rights of Man 
(Broadcast, Christmas 1942); Democ- 
racy and Peace (Christmas Message, 
1944); Women’s Duties in Social and 
Political Life (Address Questa grande 
vostra adunata, 21 October, 1945); 
Catholics and World Reconstruction 
(Address Ancora una volta, 1 June, 
1946); Index. 


Some of the more noteworthy articles 
appearing in current periodicals: 


“The Papacy and the contemporary 
world, 1878-1956,” by James A. Corbett. 
Ave Maria (May 19, 1956) 83:8ff 


“T Santi Pietro e Paolo vindici della 
liberta evangelica.” Osservatore Ro- 
mano (June 29, 1956) 


“Tl primo centenario del culto univer- 
sale al Sacratissimo Cuore di Gesu,” by 
A. Dionisi. (On pontificates of Innocent 
XII, Clement XIII, and Pius IX) 


“Innocenzo XI e i Servi di Maria,” by 
A. M. Rossi. Osservatore Romano (June 
8, 1956) 


“La devozione di Pio IX per il Prezio- 
sissimo Sangue,” by G. Brugnola. Osser- 
vatore Romano (July 23-24, 1956) 


“Tl cinquantesimo di una lettera di 
San Pio X al Card. Vicorio Respighi,” 
by V. Caselli. Osservatore Romano (July 
20, 1956) 
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“How to build a new society,” by 
Msgr. Geo. Higgins. Treats of the en- 
cyclicals of Leo XIII and Pius XI. Ave 
Maria (May 26, 1956) 83:8ff 


“Dans cette vallée de larmes, un peu 
du paradis,” by Jacques Starck. On the 
25th anniversary of Casti Connubii. 
Etudes (Dec. 1955) 287:289-302 


“Nel XX anniversario dell’Enciclica 
Vigilanti Cura,” by M. O’Connor, Osser- 
vatore Romano (June 29, 1956) 


“Unfinished business, 1891-,” by A. J. 
Welsh. On the social teachings of Leo 
XIII and Pius XI. Homiletic and Pas- 
toral Rev (June, 1956) 56:742-46 


“La solenne chiusura in Vaticano del 
Processo Apostolico sul Servo di Dio Pio 
Papa IX.” Osservatore Romano (June 
29, 1956) 


“The Pope speaks to youth,” by Vin- 
cent A. Yzermans. Information (Aug. 
1956) 70:48-47. 


“Tl ‘pertinente’ e paterno magistero di 
Pio XII in un commento dell’Arcivescovo 
di Milano.” Osservatore Romano (May 
5, 1956) 


“T papa e i Congressi Eucaristici In- 
ternazionali nell’America Latina,” by J. 
Molina y Anchorena, Osservatore Ro- 
mano (May 10, 1956) 


“Un omaggio al Papa della Evangelii 
Praecones,” by Daniel-Rops. Osservatore 
Romano (June 17, 1956) 


“Maerenti animo.” Osservatore Ro- 


mano (July 15, 1956) 


Other bibliographical references to 
papal documents can be found in The 
Catholic Periodical Index. 


&% 
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